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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E Author of theſe Eſſays, having 1 
been led, during a pretty long ſtay in 
the Auſtrian Nessi to inquire as 
wo into the antient hiſtory | as into the 
preſent ſtate of thoſe "Receingien, yy: 
- thought that it might not be unacceptable 
to preſent theſe Views, though imperfect, 
of a Country, which of late has much en- 


gaged the public attention. 
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AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, Kc. 


SECTION I. 

HE Low Countries, or Netherlands, 
ſo named from their low ſituation 
with reſpect to the higher land of Germany, 
are encloſed between France, Germany, 
and the Ocean. Of the ſeventeen Pro- 
vinces contained in the Low Countries, 
which, antiently the rich poſſeſſion 
of the houſe of Burgundy, were after- 
wards more completely united under the 
laws of the houſe of Auſtria, only the Pro- 
vinces that are included in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands belong to the Prince who is | 
the heir of thoſe _ houſes, 'The Pro- 
ä vinces 
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vinces that may be ſaid properly to compoſe 


the Auſtrian Netherlands are theſe : Flan- 
ders, Brabant, Mechlin, Haynault, Namur, 


Limburg, and Luxemburg. Gelderland, 


and the marquifate of Antwerp, are alſo 


s- ranked among the Auſtrian Provinces: but 


the marquiſate of Antwerp has long fince 
been incorporated with Brabant; and of 
Gelderland, ſhared between four different 


worn, only a flender and inconſiderable 


part now belongs to the houſe of Auſtria. 
Even of thoſe Provinces that properly | 
compoſe the Auſtrian Netherlands, if we 


except the ſmall province of Mechlin, 


which, beſides the city of that name, con- 
tains only a few villages, and is encloſed. 
on all fides by Brabant, not one province 
remains entire, and unimpaired, to that 
family whoſe name they bear. France, 
which has added Artois to her Monarchy, 
has alſo taken into her dominion a part of 
the — countries of Flanders, Hay- 


nault, 
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nault, Namur, and Luxemburg; Holland, 
which has united ſeven; or more properly 
eight, provinces into her Republic, has 
likewiſe advanced her frontier into Flans 
ders, Brabant, and Limburg. 

The Auſtrian Netherlands, though thus 
diſmembered, and though ſeparated from 
the other States of the Low Countries, 
with which they were once united, are 


yet on many accounts worthy of re- 


gard. In antient times, theſe Provinces, 
by far the moſt conſiderable of the Low 
Countries, and diſtinguiſhed by their opu- 
lence among the nations of Europe, were 
the early ſeats of commerce and of arts, 
which from thence were tranſplanted into 
other regions. In the preſent times, though 
_ declined from their antient greatneſs, they 
ſtill exhibit the view of a fair and flouriſning 
country, whoſe populouſneſs can ſcarce be 
equalled in any part in Europe of the hke 
— and whole ſtate, already proſper- | 

b * _ ous, 
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ous, promiſes ſtill to advance to higher 
proſperity. + e 


The ſituation and fruitful ſoil of theſe 
countries, with the induſtrious character 


of the inhabitants, have in part contributed 
to their flouriſhing ſtate; but the principal 


cauſe of their antient opulence, as well as 


of their preſent proſperity, is to be found 


in thoſe privileges, and that liberty, 


which during ſo many centuries they have 
poſſeſſed. In this reſpect the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands merit particular attention, that 
they have ſo long preſerved a free conſtitu- 


tion, not only in ages when theſe Provinces, 


independent States, were governed each 


by its own Sovereign, princes of no exten- 


five power, but alſo in later times, when they 
have become the inheritance of mighty 
Monarchs, who in other parts of their 


wide dominion have ruled with abſolute 


command. 


| ha 
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SECTION. N 


8 T HE mighty Empire, which Charle- 
magne formed in the beginning of the 
ninth century, and which embraced fo 
large a part of Europe, did not long main- 
tain itſelf in the ſame extent under the 
ſucceſſors of that Prince. In the Low 
Countries which compoſed a part of that 
Empire, Charlemagne had eſtabliſhed Go- 
vernors, who with the title of Duke, 
Marquis, or Count, ruled under him in 
the different provinces. During the reign 
of Charlemagne, and for ſome time after 
his death, while the reverence of his name 
laſted, thoſe Governors kept themſelves 
within the bounds of duty ;. but in ſuc- 

ceeding times, when the reins of empire 
were {lackened in the hands of his feeble 
deſcendants, and when the Empire that he 

had formed was weakened by its diviſion 
| 3 | into 
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into diſtin monarchies, the Governors in 
the Netherlands by degrees withdrew them- 


ſelves from obedience, and, paying only 


vain marks of homage to the Kings of 
France and Germany, aſſumed to them- 
ſelves, and tranſmitted to their deſcendants, 
the ſovereignty of thoſe Provinces which 
they had before governed only with a dele- 
pated ſway. Thus aroſe the Dukes of Bra- 


| bant, the Counts of Flanders and Haynault, 


and the other Princes of the Low Coun- 
tries, already in the eleventh century poſ- 
ſeſſed of independent power. | 

The Provinces of the N etherlands, which 
were thus formed into ſmall and diſtinct 
Principalities, governed by their reſpective 


: Sovereign 8, preſerved that form for ſome 


ages; and during that period were acquir- 
ed thoſe important privileges, which have 
ſince remained to the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
The Princes of theſe countries, that they 


might ihe better maintain their new ace 


qu ired 
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quired authority, admitted to a ſhare of 
their power the Nobles, and the Prelates or 
Abbots, who poſſeſſed the largeſt part of 
the lands. The People, deprefled at firſt 
in the Netherlands, as in other countries of 
Europe in that age, yet ſoon roſe here into 
_ conſideration. Collected in cities, they 
betook themſelves to commerce, for which 
their ſituation was favourable, and to arts, 
to which their genius was well adapted. 
The Princes became ſenſible of the advan- 
tages that they might derive from the com- 
mercial ſpirit of their ſubjects, and encou- 
raged their induſtry by numerous privi- 
leges. The People readily admitted the 
Princes to a ſhare of their wealth; but, 
whilſt they beſtowed their riches, ſecured 
to themſelves in return new franchiſes and 
immunities. Thus by degrees a free con- 
ſtitution was formed. The Cities in- 
creaſing in inhabitants, and not eaſily con- 
trouled by Princes whoſe dominions were 
„„ of 
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of ſmall extent, became as it were ſmall 


Republics, that were governed by their own 
Magiſtrates, and whoſe voice had a mighty | 


influence'in the State. Liberty ſpread it- 
ſelf from the Cities into the Country. 
The pride of the Nobles was reftrained ; 


the power of the Prince was circumſcribed ; 
and the tyranny of the feudal ſyſtem diſ- 


; appeared ſooner in theſe countries than in 


moſt parts of Europe. 


The wealth and orcatrels of the Pro- 


vinces kept pace with the privileges ac- 
quired by the People. So early as in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, when 


moſt nations of Europe, and England in 


particular, were deſtitute of trade or in- 
duſtry, commerce and manufactures flou- | 
riſhed in the N etherlands, and proved to 
that country a plentiful ſource of riches. 
Above all, ' theſe Provinces, now known 


by the name of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 


were diſtinguiſhed by their induſtry and 
i | opu- 
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opulence. Flanders and Brabant were filled 
with large and crouded cities, the abodes 
of wealthy merchants and buſy artiſans. 
The woven fabrics of Louvain, of Ypres, 
and other cities, employed the labour of 
multitudes, and drew into this country the 
gold of diſtant nations. Bruges was noted 
for its commerce, and the principal traffic 

of Europe was carried on at its port. 

Ghent ſurpaſſed all the cities of the 
Low Countries in extent and populouſneſs. 

The riches that flowed into this region 

from the traffic and ingenuity of the peo- 
ple, were far greater than might be con- 
ceived from the rude ſtate of Europe in 
thoſe ages. The gold acquired by mer- 
| chandiſe was employed in the improve- 
ment of the lands, and Agriculture made 
| here its earlieſt and moſt vigorous advances. 
The Princes of the Netherlands, while 
their power was limited by the privileges 
which they had beſtowed, found their im- 
portance 
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portance increaſe by the ſplendor of their 
cities, and the wealth of their ſubjects. 

In the beginning of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, a remarkable æra in the hiſtory 


of the Netherlands, all the Provinces 


of the Low Countries, . with a ſmall 
exception, were, from various cauſes, 
and by various means, united under the 


| dominion of the Dukes of Burgundy, 


a younger branch of the royal family of 


France. Theſe opulent and flouriſhing 


Provinces, which ſeemed to have been 
deftined by their fituation to form one 
Monarchy, now united under the fame 


| Government, formed to the Dukes of Bur- 


gundy the richeſt domain i in Europe. The 
Court of theſe Princes diſplayed a magni- 


ficence that was not equalled in the Courts 


of Kings: their alliance was ſought by the 
greateſt Monarchs; and they were often 
able to controul the power of the elder 
branch of their family, the Kings of 

: — France, 
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France. Under the Princes of this houſe, 
the Provinces of the N etherlands, knit 
together in union, and purſuing their arts 
of induſtry, attained to a greater degree of 
proſperity than in any former period. 
Their appearance at this time was ſo flou- 
riſhing, that it was likened by a celebrated 
Hiſtorian“ of that age, to the plenty of 
the Land of Promiſe. The privileges of 
the People, the foundation of their opu- 
lence, were reſpected. If inſtances occur, 
in which the Sovereign, now become a 
powerful Prince, may ſeem to have ſhewn 
too flight a regard to theſe privileges, theſe 
acts were tranſient, and wrought no great 
effect, and were compenſated by a general 
care to advance the intereſts of the People. 
The marriage of Mary of Burgundy, in 

| thi end of the fifteenth. century, to the 
Archduke Maximilian, carried the rich in- 


| | heritance 
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heritance of the Dukes of Burgundy into 
the houſe of Auſtria. This houſe, which 
had for ſome time poſſeſſed the Imperial 
dignity, but which had yet reached no 
1 high degree of power, acquired a great 
4 aeeelevation from the poſſeſſion of the Low 
1 Countries, which this fortunate | marriage 
4 | beſtowed; and having not long after, by 
another fortunate marriage, acquired the 
5 great Monarchy. of Spain, that family 
ſuddenly became the firſt power of Europe, 
poſſeſſing a greater extent of dominion than 
had belonged to any Empire, ſince the 
days of Charlemagne *, Under the firſt 
F | Princes of the line of Auſtria, Maximilian, 
1 © Philip the Fair, and Charles the Fifth, the 
Low Countries, maintained in their privi- i 
i leges, continued in a ſtate no leſs proſper- 


| i y ous than under. the Dukes of Burgundy. 
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If the beginning of the reign of Maxi- 
milian was troubled by tumults, the public 
peace was ſoon reſtored by the prudence of 


that Prince. The commerce of the Fle- 


mings was extended by the diſcovery of 
. that New World, of which ſo large a part 
belonged to their ſovereigns. The glory 
of Antwerp aroſe, and ſurpaſſed that of 
Bruges. That part of the Low Countries, 
which had not fallen under the dominion 
of the houſe of Burgundy, was gained by 
the Auſtrian Princes*. The Netherlands, 
though now a ſmall part of a mighty 
Monarchy, yet conſiderable by their in- 
duſtry and opulence, engaged the atten- 
tion, and often enjoyed the preſence, of 
their Princes. The Emperor Charles the 
Fifth, WhO was born at Ghent, viewed 
theſe Provinces with a particular favour, 


and applied his © care to the 1 improvement of 


* Utrecht, with Overyſlel, and Groningen, the ſore- 
reignty of the Biſhop of Utrecht. 
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the Netherlands, which he gladly viſited, 
and whoſe natives vba a high ſhare of 


his confidence. 
On the abdication of Charles the Fifth, 


the powerful houſe of Auſtria was divided 


into two branches, the Spaniſh and the 
German branches. Spain with the States in 
Italy and the Indies deſcended to Philip the 
Second, the ſon of that Prince ; and the 


Low Countries were united to this great 
Monarchy. Avſtria, and the States in Ger- 
many, with the Imperial dignity, paſſed to 


the brother of Charles, the Emperor Fer- 
dinand, who poflefled alſo Hungary and 


Bohemia, and whoſe deſcendants were de- 


ſtined at laſt to reap the ſucceſſion, though 
diminiſhed, of the Low Countries. 
With the reign of Philip the Second 
commence the diſaſters of thoſe Provinces, 
that had flouriſhed ſo long, and the inva- 
ſion of thoſe privileges which ſo many 


Princes had reſpeRted ; an invaſion which 


wrought 
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wrought almoſt the entire fall of the Spaniſh 
Monarchy, whilſt it drew manifold cala- 
mities on the Netherlands. The doctrines 
of the Reformed Religion having ſpread 
into the Low Countries, and the ſevere 
edits by which Philip ſought to ſuppreſs 
this hereſy, as it was called, having ex- 
cited inſurrections; that Prince, prompted 
by a tyrannic ſpirit and by religious bigotry, 
determined to enlarge the bounds of his 
authority in the Netherlands, and to re- 
duce the People to a compliance with his 
will by force of arms. A powerful army 
paſſed from Spain into the Low Countries, 
under the Duke of Alva, a fit inſtrument 
of deſpotiſm. All the antient privileges 
of the Provinces were then openly vio- | 
lated. New Courts of Juſtice were erected, 
and Nobles were condemned by that tri- 
bunal, fitly named the Council of Blood. 
Odious taxes were impoſed, and were le- 

95 vied by ways repugnant to the Conſtitu- 

. nie 
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tion. The tyranny of Spain was intro- 
duced in place of the mild government of 
the Netherlands, whilſt the unrelenting 
Inquiſition exerciſed her dark and fevere 
perſecution The inhabitants of the Low 
Countries, rouſed by repeated injuries, 
took up arms to defend their privileges, 
and conſpired in a general revolt from the 
authority of Spain. Serie 

Then enſued: thoſe memorable wars of 
the Netherlands, in the ſixteenth century, 
ſo well known in the hiſtory of Europe. 
The ſpirit of a people animated with the 
love of liberty, prevailed againſt the ty- 
ranny of Philip; but the event of the 
conteſt was not the ſame in all the Pro- 
vinces. Whilſt the Northern Provinces, 
more zealouſly attached to the Reformed 
Religion, and determined to admit no 
conciliation with Spain, formed that con- 
 federacy from which aroſe the Republic of 
Holland ; thoſe Provinces that now com- 
= poſe 
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poſe the Auſtrian Netherlands, with the 
Province of Artois, more devoted to the 
Catholic faith, and gained by the prudence 
of the Prince of Parma, or ſubdued by 
his arms, after a war of twenty years, 
returned again into the obedience of Phi- 
lip: but, when they conſented to obey, 
they ſtipulated alſo, that all thoſe privi- 
leges, which had been tranſmitted through 
ſo many ages, ſhould be reſtored in their 
full extent, and for the future ſhould be 
preſerved inviolate; a condition to which 
Philip, now fallen from his pride, wil- 
lingly acceded. A mighty change was 
then wrought in the Low Countries. 
That union which the Provinces of Bur- 
gundy had formed in joining the Provinces 
of the Netherlands into one dominion, 
was diflolved; and a laſting ſeparation took 


. place between the Northern Provinces, or 
the Republic of Holland, and the Southern 
Provinces, which now reconciled to Spain, 
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and eſtabliſhing the Catholic ligten, be⸗ 
gan to be diſtinguiſhed by the name of the 
Spaniſh, or Catholic, N-therlands. Philip 
having gained this part of the revolted Pro- 


vinces, unwiſely diverted the arms of the 
Prince oi Parma from the purſuit of his con- 


queſts in the Low Countries, and exhauſted 
in vaiQ enterpriſes againſt England and 
France, thoſe treaſures and forces which 
might have been more ſucceſsfully em- 
ployed to reduce that part of the Nether- 
lands which refuſed to own his authority. 

The reign of Albert and Iſabella ſucceed- 


ed in the beginning of the ſeventeenth cen- 


tury. The Provinces, which had returned to 


the obedience of Spain, were for ſome time 


diſmembered from that Monarchy, to form 


a diſtinct Sovereignty; and the two 


branches of the houſe of Auſtria were 
united, to give to this State its Sovereign. 
An nn of 1 5 the reign of 

they | 
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theſe Princes. compoſed a little the ſtate of 
thoſe countries, convulſed by long war. 
After the death of Albert and Ifabella, 
the Catholic Provinces, that had formed 
their principality in the Netherlands, were 
re- united to Spain, and remained a part of 
that Monarchy under Philip the Fourth, 
and Charles the Second; the laſt Princes of 
the Auſtrian line that ſat on the throne bf 


Fpain. Under theſe Princes, their ſub» 


jects in the Netherlands were not diſturbed 
in the enjoyment of their privileges; and 
by their fidelity to their Sovereigns they 


merited well that diſtinction: but, wliilſt 


in the poſſeſſion of their privileges, they re- 
tained a ſtrong pledge of public fafety. Many 
cCircumſtances conſpired, during this period, 
to reduce the Catholic Provinces to a de- 
preſſed and decaying ſtate. The wars, be- 
gun in the reign of Philip the Second, had 


inflicted a deep wound on theſe countries. 
In that conteſt, their richeſt and moſt com- 
| Ca mercial | 
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mercial cities had been plundered, many 
of the inhabitants had carried their wealth 


and induſtry into other lands; and when 
this part of the Netherlands returned to 
the obedience of Spain, and eſtabliſhed the 
1 1 Catholic worſhip, a ſtill greater migration : 


had enſued. T heſe diſaſters were aggra- 


vated by other diſtreſſes during the reigus of 
Philip the Fourth and. Charles the Second. 
Holland, whoſe infant republic had ac- 


quired great ſtrength from the Flemings, 1 
who migrated into her States, now lifted | 

me up to mighty power, and gaining an en- 

[i EL. tire triumph over Spain, after a war of 

| eighty years, not only effected her own 


pt 4 independency, but was able alſo to impoſe 
il hard terms upon the Spaniſh Provinces in 
1. the Low Countries. By the treaty of 

|. 8 Munſter, the bounds of theſe, Provinces 

— 1 | | were diminiſhed, their commerce was re- 
| = ſtrained, and Antwerp felt deeply the jea- 
| al * louſy of her fortunate rival, NRA. 
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45 France, riſing to greatneſs under a young and 
aſpiririg Prince; and intent on humbling 
the houſe of Auſtria, declared war againſt 
Spain; and turned the force of her arms 
againſt the dominions of Spain in the Low 
Countries. A flouriſhing part of that do- 
minion was reduced under the power of 
Louis the Fourteenth; and the Spaniſh 
Netherlands, ſo long haraſſed by war, be- 
came again the ſcene of continual wars, 
kindled by that powerful and ambitious mo- 
varch. Spain, ſinking and exhauſted, drew 
her Provinces along with her in her fall; 
and the ill management of the affairs of that 
kingdom, under weak princes and mini- 
ſters, extended itſelf to her States in the 
Low Countries, where the adminiſtration 
was truſted to rulers feeble and -unſkilled 
in the arts of TAY Amidſt theſe 
s com- 


I Don Inigo de Velaſeo, Conſtable of Caſtile, 1 ruled the 
Spaniſh Low Countries for ſome time during this period 


This Governor paſſed his time in playing on the harpſichord, 
C 3 and 
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complicated diſaſters, the Catholic Pro: | 
vinces experienced a fatal decline. Com- 
merce and the Arts withdrew to ſhores 
where they were more cheriſhed; and leſs 
+ diſturbed; the Cities, deſerted, ſhewed 
only! in their wide extent the remains of 
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their former greatneſs; the People were 
diſpirited 3 and whilft the Provinces of Hol- 
land, formerly the moſt inconſiderable in 
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| the Low Countries, attained an uncommon | 
| elevation, the Spaniſh Netherlands fell 
nt. | from their antient proſperity into an £1 
* humiliating weakneſs and decline. + 
= 7 Charles the Second, King of Spain, 5 
1 = having long languiſhed, died in the firſt 


year of the preſent century; and with him 
ended the race of the Auſtrian Princes who 
had filled the Spaniſh throne. The death 
of Charles the Second gave rife to a war 
that became general in Europe; whilſt the 


and converſing with his dwarfs. To thoſe who were im- 
pertinent enough to trouble him with ſtate affairs, he was 
ee to N that eg had a mind to kill him. 


. younger 
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younger brauch of the houſe of Auſtria, 
that traced back its deſcent to the Emperor 
Ferdinand, brother of Charles the F ifth, 
and that had retained the Imperial dignity in 
Germany, afſerted its title to the poſſeſſions 
of the elder branch of its family againſt the 
houſe of Bourbon, whoſe pretenſions were 
fortified by the will of Charles the Second. 
The Spaniſh Netherlands, now uncertain 
what maſter they were to obey, became the 


theatre of a long war, in_ which Britain, 
with ſucceſs and glory to her arms, ſtrove 


to maintain the rights of the houſe of 
Auſtria againſt the pretenſions of F rance. 
The viQories of Ramillies, Oudenarde, 
Malplaquet, record the ſucceſſos of Britain 
at this time in theſe Provinces, and the i im- 


portant ſervices which ſhe rendered to her 


ally. 5 
The treaty of gy which reſtored 


the tranquillity of Europe, gave the 


Spaniſh poſſeſſions in the Low Countries 


. 5 to 
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to the German bränch of the houſe of 


Auſtria; and theſe Provinces, now taking 


the name of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
| paſſed under the dominion of the Emperor 
Charles the Sixth, to whoſe defcendants 


they have ſince remained. Under the German 


Princes, this country, which had been 


haraſſed during almoſt two centuries by 


continual wars, has enjoyed the bleſſings 


of peace with little interruption. On the 


death of Charles the Sixth, the laſt male 
ſovereign of the houſe of Auſtria, the poſ- 
ſeſſions of that monarch deſcending to his 


daughter, the Princeſs Maria Thereſa, mar- 
ried to Francis Duke of Lorraine; the 
ambition of many princes in Europe, and 
among others of Louis XV. King of France, 


who aſpired to ſhare the rich inheritance of 
the houſe of Auſtria, kindled a war, that 


extended itſelf to the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
and in which Britain, ſupporting the rights 
of a — princeſs, combated 


_ | 
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again, though with leſs ſucceſs, thearms of 
France in the Low Countries. The treaty 
of Aix - Ia- Chapelle compoſed this war, 
which was of no long continuance, and 
gave to theſe Provinces a tranquillity that 
has not ſince been diſturbed. By the con- 
tinuance of long peace under Charles VI. 

and the Empreſs Maria Thereſa, combined 
with the cares of a more vigilant govern- 
ment, and with that free conſtitution which · 
has been maintained, a happy revolution has 
been wrought in the affairs of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands. Since the peace of Utrecht, 
but more particularly ſince the peace of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, even amidſt the hard reſtraints 
which the jealouſy or ambition of neigh- | 
bouring powers has impoſed, this country 
has made rapid advances to improvement of 
every kind. That languor, which from 
many diſaſtrous events had overſpread this 
part of the Netherlands, gives way to a 
riſing ſpirit of induſtry, that carries its ac- 
; _ - tivity - 
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| tivity on all Gillen The Arts occupy again 
a people noted of old for their ingenuity: 
the Cities aſſume a more animated appear- 
ance: Agriculture flouriſhes, and Commerce 


returns to viſit theſe regions, her early ſeat. 


- To the Empreſs Maria Thereſa has ſuc- 


ceeded het ton; the Emperor Joſeph oy 


In this prince, in whom the illuſtrious 
_ houſe of Lorraine, that ruled fo long on 


the borders of the Low Countries, i is united 
to the houſe of Auſtria, commences pro- 
perly a new family; the family of Auſtria- 


| Lorraine. The felicity of this couutry has 


gained no ſmall acceſſion under this mo- 


narch, whoſe attention has been happily | 


turned towards this antient poſſeſſion of his 
family; and many ſignal benefits. rendered 
to the Auſtrian Netherlands, have diſtin- 


ſet the COASTER of dab II. 
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S. E GC TT ON; 


TRE Anas Netherlands are com- 


poſed of Provinces, which in antient times, 


governed each by its own ſovereign, formed 


independent States, and poſſeſſed diſtinct 


laws and a diſtin government. Theſe 


Provinces, united in later times under the 
dominion of the ſame ſovereign, have yet 
retained their original independence on each 


other, and preſerved their particular laws 


-andconſtitutionz acknowledgin g their prince 


by no other title than that which belongs 


to him as the ſovereign of each diſtinct 
State, Duke of Brabant, Lord of Mechlin, 
Count of Flanders or Namur. Though 
the conſtitution of theſe States is not in all 


reſpects the ſame, yet as they have had the 
8 ſame | 
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ſame original, and are founded on the ſame ; 
principles, a general reſemblance may be 
found in the conſtitution of all: 

Among the Provinces of the Low Coun- 
tries, Brabant has always held the pre- 
eminence, The Dukes of Brabant, in an- 
tient times, under the ſucceſſors of Charle- 
magne, ſeem to have exerciſed an authority 
over the Princes of many of the other Pro- 
vinces, from which theſe Princes gradually 
withdrew themſelves, as they became more 
powerful. When the Low Countries were 


united under one dominion, Brabant be- 


came the ſeat of government, and the re- 
ſidence of the Sovereign. When the General 
Aſſembly of the States of the Provinces was 
convoked, the firſt place and voice belonged 
to the Deputies of Brabant. In tracing ſome 


of the principal lines of the conſtitution of 

Brabant, we may behold the main lines of 
the conſtitution of theſe Provinces. c 
- The 
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The great charter of the liberties of this 
Province is named the Blythe or Joyous 
Entry of Brabant; ſo named becauſe the 
Sovereign, when he enters on his govern- 
ment, binds himſelf by an oath to govern 
according to this great charter, on which 
are founded the happineſs and ſecurity of his 
ſubjects. The Joyous Entry may be re- 
garded as a compact between the Prince 
and the People. The rights and privileges 
claimed by the People are expreſſed in nu- 
merous articles, and the conditions are 
declared on which the People conſent 
to yield obedience, and on which the 
Prince is willing to reign. In this great 
inſtrument of liberty, the powers of the 
| States of the Province are aſcertained ; the 
conſtitution of the tribunals and courts of 
juſtice is determined ; the magiſtrates and - 
great officers of the State are deſcribed ; the 
general rights and franchiſes of all the citi- 


+ Blyde Inkomſte van Brabandt. 
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zens are recited in many important parti- 
culars; even their exerciſes and amuſements 
are not omitted. A remarkable clauſe is 
added, that if the Sovereign ſhall infringe 
any article of the Joyous Entry, his ſubjects 
ſhall be releaſed from ſervice and duty un- 
ti due reparation be made 4 | 
The Joyous Entry was obtained i in thoſe 
early times, when Brabant, yet a ſeparate 
State, was governed by its own princes, the 


Dukes of Brabant: ſome important addi- 


tions were afterwards gained under the 
Princes of Burgundy and Auſtria. The So- 
vereigns of this State, during a long courſe of 


ages, have, at the beginning of their reign, 
entered into ſolemn engagements to govern 
according to the Joyous Entry. Theſe en- 


gagements are made publicly at Bruſſels at 
the inauguration of the prince, and in pre- 
+ The Prince of Orange availed himſelf of this privi- 

lege of Brabant, in his declaration againſt Philip II. 
lence 
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ſence of the States of the Province. The 
| ceremonies that accompany this ſolemn act, 
are ſuch as recall to the prince the natural 
equality of men, and the conditions on 
which a free people are willing to admit the 
rule of a ſovereign. 
The States form an eſſential and important 
part of the conſtitution of Brabant, and a 
great ſupport of its liberty. The States are 
compoſed of the three orders, the Clergy, the | 
Nobles, and the Third Eſtate, as it is called, 
or the Commons. Two prelates and eleven 
abbots form the order of the Clergy, which 
is eſteemed the firſt order in the States. 
The. Nobles make the ſecond order. The 
entry into the States is notopen to all with- 
out diſtinction who are noble by birth, nor 
is it in the power of the prince to introduce 


thoſe whom he ennobles into this aſſembly. 
The Nobles who enter into the States, muſt 
exhibit proofs that their family has been 
noble during four deſcents on both ſides, 
= | and 
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. and muſt alſo poſſeſs eſtates i in Brabaut of 
a certain yearly yalue in proportion to their 


rank, as Duke, Count, or Baron. The No- 
bles that enter into the States, according to 
this deſeription, do not exceed at preſent 
the number of thirty. The Third Eſtate, or 


the Commons, are repreſented by deputies 


choſen from the magiſtrates of the three 


principal cities of Brabant, Bruſſels, Louvain, 
and Antwerp. Theſe repreſentatives are in 
all ſeven. Antiently other cities in Bra- 


bant have exerciſed their right of {ending 


repreſentatives alſo. 


The States are aſſembled at Bruſſels. It 


s the important privilege of the States, that 


no tax can be impoſed, or ſubſidy granted, 


without their conſent and authority. The 
care with which the conſtitution has pro- 


vided, that the gift of public money ſhould 


not be too raſhly made, deſerves to be re- 
marked. When the Sovereign requires a 


ſubſidy, his requiſition is preſented to the 
States 
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States in the reſpectful form of a petition. 
The States deliberate ; and the Clergy, and 
the Nobles, if they give their conſent, con- 
ſent in theſe terms, provided that the 
Third Eſtate ſhall alſo conſent.” But the De- 
puties of the cities can give no conſent, 
till they have collected the ſenſe of the 
cities which they repreſent. For this pur- 
poſe, in each of the three principal cities is 
aſſembled the great Chamber of the City, 
compoſed, as at Bruſſels, of the Magiſtrates, 
of the antient Council, conſiſting of thoſe 
who have formerly been Magiſtrates, and of 
the Rulers, or Deans, as they are called, of 
the Communities of Arts and Trades, which 


are divided into nine bands or nations. 


To this aſſembly, which is numerous, the 


g Deputies report the requeſt of the Prinee, 
4 and the conſent of the Clergy and Nobles. 
a The Chamber deliberates on this propoſi- 
: tion, and the plurality of voices decides ; 7 
if | though this conſtitution partakes ſo largely 
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of the republican ſpirit, that it has ſome. 


times been contended, that the conſent of 


the Chamber is not duly obtained unleſs the 
The Deputies make 
their report to the States ; and if the three 


VOICES are UNANIMOUS. 


principal cities are unanimous in their con- 


ſent, the ſubſidy is granted but their com- 


mon conſent is required. With ſuch care 


the conſtitution of Brabant has provided, 
that the People ſhall not be too raſhly 


loaded with oppreſſive taxes, and that the 


Repreſentatives of the Commons ſhall not be 


too laviſh and complaiſant in their grant of 


public money. 


poſe and collect the taxes that are to yield 
this ſubſidy ; and theſe taxes are not to be 


impoſed uncqually, | or. arbitrarily, but 


ſhared among the different parts of the 
province, according to a juſt « and determined 


| proportion, 


Perſonal 


When the ſubſidy is 
granted, it {till belongs to the States to im- 


«> 


f 
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_ Perſonal liberty and ſecurity, as well as 
property, are well guarded by the conſtitu- 
tion of Brabant. No arbitrary mandate can 
deprive a citizen of his liberty : his dwell- 
ing is ſacred I he is ſuſpected of a crime, 
the officers of juſtice are not permitted to 
enter his houſe for the purpoſe of appre- 
hending him, unleſs two magiſtrates are 
preſent. He cannot be detained in priſon 
without juſt cauſe : within a ſhort and li- 


mited ſpace after his confinement, he has a 


right to call on his judges, that they may 


determine whether there are ſufficient 


grounds for his detention. No foreign ju- 


; riſdiction has any power over him. The 


Joyous Entry declares, that no native of 
Brabant ſhall be drawn out of his own pro- 


vince, to appear before the tribunal of ano- 


ther country ; neither can he be tried by 


any other than his natural judges, and thoſe 


tribunals, which the laws of Brabant have 
appointed. 1 
Bs 7 = 
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In the cities, the Magiſtrates are the 
judges. The Magiſtrates of the cities are 
commonly named by the Sovereign, but are 
named from a liſt of three for each Magi» | 
ſtrate preſented by the city. Sometimes 
the choice is limited, as at Bruflels, where 
the ſeven Magiſtrates, who act as judges, 
are to be taken among the deſcendants of 
ſeven honourable families, antiently ſeated 
in that city; a limitation that yet leaves a 
wide choice. The Magiſtrates of cities, 
diſtinguiſhed by their rank and ſituation, 
and educated in the knowledge of the laws 
of the country, form a reſpeQable tribunal, 
in which their fellow-citizens ſafely con- 
fide. That they may be the leſs ſuſpected 
of undue attachment, the Joyous Entry 
excludes from the magiſtracy thoſe who 


hold certain offices of profit and truſt im- 


mediately under the Prince. 
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In the EY the Magiſtrates ofthe - - 
| bourgs or villages are the judges. The 
Magiſtrates of bourgs or villages are 
named by the lord on whofe manor the 
bourg or village is fituated ; but leſt the 
adminiſtration of juſtice ſhould ve raſhly 
truſted to unlettered judges, taken at will 
among the inhabitants of bourgs or villages, 
two lettered Magiſtrates, as they are ſtyled, 
educated in the profeſſion of the law, guide 
the determinations of this tribunal. The 
Joyous Entry, which has been vigilant in 
its care, that the chief employments of 
Brabant ſhould be filled only by thoſe who 
are born in the province, requires, that the 
Magiſtrates of cities, as well as of bourgs 
and villages, ſhould be natives of Brabant, 
and ſhould be ſworn to maintain the pro- 
viſions of this great charter of liberty. 


7 It is the diſtinction ne they are walled and 

ſhut with gates. Bourgs and villages are open and without 

walls. The bourg is diſtinguiſhed from the village only by 
its greater extent or populouſneſs, 
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The Magiſtrates of cities, and the Ma- 
giſtrates of bourgs and villages, judge in 
civil as well as in criminal cauſes. In 


criminal cauſes their ſentence is final, and 


cannot be reverſed: in civil cauſes, there 


lies an appeal to the great tribunal of the 
Province, the Council of Brabant. 
The Council of Brabant, the R 


tribunal of the Province, took its origin 
under the firſt Dukes of Brabant, and after- 
wards received at increaſe of dignity under 


the Dukes of Burgundy. The Joyous 


Entry has by many articles regulated the 
conſtitution of this tribunal, which it has 
juſtly eſteemed of high conſequence to the 
liberties of the State. A Preſident, named 


by diſtinction Chancellor of Brabant, and 


ſixteen Judges compoſe this tribunal. The 


undue intruſion of ſtrangers is guarded 


againſt with laudable jealouſy. The Chan- 


cellor, if he is not a native of Brabant, 


muſt poſſeſs eſtates of a certain yearly 


valuc | 


r 
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value in the Province. The other judges, 
with the exception of two, muſt be natives 
of Brabant. The judges, in caſe of vacancy, 
are named by the Sovereign, out of a liſt 
preſented by the Council of three coun- 
ſellors learned in the laws for each judge, 
and when named are not to be diſplaced. 
The juriſdiction of this tribunal, as a 
court of Juſtice, is extenſive. All civil 
cauſes that have been litigated before the 
Magiſtrates of cities and- villages, may be 
heard by appeal in the Council of Brabant. 
Many cauſes alſo fall under the COgnizance 
of this tribunal in the firſt inſtance; in par- 
_ ticular, all accuſation on the ſcore of ſedition 
and treaſon under its various branches. All 
who are of the rank of Noble, Magiſtrates, 
_ Counſellors, and others of the profeſſion of 
the law, are ſubject to the juriſdiction of 
this court, in criminal as well as in civil 
cauſes. The ſentence of this tribunal is 
final, and admits no appeal. 
MD 5 55 
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But the authority of the Council of Bra- 


bant is not confined to the adminiſtration of 
juſtice. The conſtitution has repoſed an 


important truſt with reſpe& to legiſlation 
in this tribunal, which is an intermediate 


power placed between the Prince and the 


People. The States of Brabant do not con- 
cur with the Sovereign in enacting of laws, 
otherwiſe than by the remonſtrances which 


they may addreſs to him; but the Joyous 
Entry ordains, that no edict or decree of 


the Sovereign ſhall obtain the force of a 
law in Brabant, till it has been examined 


and approved by the Judges of this tribu- 


nal, and ſubſcribed by the Chancellor of 
Brabant. Thus the legiſlative power of the 


Prince, already limited by the proviſions 
of the Joyous Entry, is ſtill further limited 
by the controul which the conſtitution 


has placed in the Council of Brabant. In 


the edicts of the Prince that are ſubmitted 
| | to 


HEY 
. 
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to this court, the Judges are bound to re- 
ſpect the diſpoſitions of the Joyous Entry; 


and it is a part of their oath, that they 


ſhall ſubſcribe no edict which i is in * 
ſition to this great charter. 
Ihe Council of Brabant, which exerciſe, 
this high charge with reſpect to legiſlation, 
in antient times poſſeſſed a ſtill greater 
power. At the acceſſion of the houſe of 
Burgundy, it was ordained, that when the 
Prince was abſent from the Province, the 
government ſhould be veſted in the Council 
of Brabant. The jealouſy which the State 
entertained of the powerful houſe of Bur- 
gundy, beſtowed this important charge on 


W the Council of Brabant; but that hun 


has not remained. 
This is a faint delineation of the conſtitu- 


tion of Brabant, of the limits within which 
the power of the Sovereign is circum- 
ſcribed, and of the privileges that the Peo- 

" = mad 
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ple poſſeſs in ſome important articles. With 
ſuch limited powers governed antiently the 
Dukes of Brabant and Burgundy, and 
with ſuch limitations in later times have 
governed the Auſtrian Princes of Spain, or 
of Germany. This deſcription agrees alſo 
in the moſt eſſential points with the con- 


ſtitution of the other Provinces, where the 


Prince binds himſelf alſo, at his inaugura- 


tion, to govern. according to the antient | 


laws and uſages, where the States poſſeſs 
the power of impoſing and levying taxes, 
and where the People are in like manner 


judged by the Magiltrates and the Council 


of the Province. Yet it 1s to be remarked, 6 


| That the privileges of Brabant have been 


more accurately defined, and are more am- 


ply extended, than thoſe of any other 


Province“. 


The 


* Strada relates, that pregnant women frequently paſſed 


from the other Provinces into Brabant, that their chil- 
dren 


Fs 
CH 


— _ 
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The Auſtrian Netherlands enjoy the be- 
nefit of that wiſe conſtitution which they 


| have eſtabliſhed and maintained. Governed 


according to their own laws, ſecured in 
their property and perſonal liberty, and 
charged only with moderate taxes impoſed 


= by themſelves, the Flemings enjoy the 
W beſt gifts of a free conſtitution ; nor have 


they cauſe to repine, in comparing their 
ſituation with that of other countries, when 


dren might partake the more extended privileges of that 
Province. 

Among the particular privileges of Brabant, is to be 
mentioned that noted privilege granted by the Emperors, 
and named the Golden Bull of Brabant, by which it is for- 
bidden to all Princes of the Empire, within or without 
their dominions, to exerciſe any juriſdiction over the na- 
tives of Brabant, unleſs juſtice ſhould be denied by the 
Duke of Brabant. The Council of Brabant was entruſted 
with the execution of this Bull, and was empowered to put 
to the ban of the Empire any Prince who ſhould venture 
to infringe it. An article was inſerted in the treaty of 
Weſtphalia, to correct the abuſes that 10 ſprung from the 
Golden Bull of Brabant. 


they 
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they behold around them either nations 
that are ſubject to arbitrary ſway, or na- 
tions that, enjoying liberty, are yet op- 
preſſed with burthenſome taxes, from 
which theſe Provinces are happily ex- 


empted. 
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SECTION IV. 


FLANDERS, that Province, by whoſe 


name other nations commonly diſtinguiſh 


all thoſe countries, as they beſtow on their 
inhabitants in general the name of the 
Flemiſh, is the richeſt and moſt populous 
Province of the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
Flanders, noted for fruitful lands and nu- 
= merous cities, ſpreads itſelf into a wide 
and extended plain, that is little interrupted 
by any eminence. The ſea, which waſhes 
the ſhore of Flanders, has reared a rampart 
| againſt itſelf, in hills of ſand raiſed along 
the coaſt, and, as it is ſaid, continues ſtill 
to retire from thoſe rich plains, which it 
formerly covered, though in ages beyond the 
reach of hiſtory. The noble river of the 
: Scheld, which — on the frontier of 


France, 
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France, takes its way through the Low 
Countries to the ocean, paſſes through 
Flanders, and, navigable 1n all its courſe 
through that Province, waſhes Tournay, 
Ghent, and other cities}. The Lys and 
other ſnaller rivers join their ſtreams. 

The Count of Flanders, from the power 
and opulence of his State, held a high place 


among the Princes of the Low Countries; 0 


the vaſſal, and one of the twelve Peers of 
France, and, like the other great vaſſals of 
that kingdom, often formidable to its So- 
vereigns; connected for the moſt part in 
intimate league with England, whoſe al- 
lance ſupplied many advantages to the early 
induſtry of his ſubjects. The family of 
Burgundy, which, introduced into the Low 
Countries in the end of the fourteenth 


century, with fo rapid a progreſs ſpread its 


+ Our Engliſh Poets have not ſucceeded well in deſcribing 
the Scheld. One Poet has unjuſtly degraded this noble 
river, the Thames of thoſe regions, by the appellation of the 
lazy Scheld, whilſt another Poet not more happily has ſung 
of the . rapid Scheld's deſcending wave.” | 


ſway, 
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ſway, in little more than half a century, 
over almoſt all the Netherlands, and by 
whoſe title the houſe of Auſtria has ſince 
inherited theſe Provinces, firſt entered into 
the Low Countries by the Province of 
Flanders. Philip, the firſt Duke of Bur- 
gundy, and the fourth ſon of John, King of 


France, having married Margaret, the 


heireſs of Flanders, daughter of Louis of 
Male, Count of Flanders, by virtue of that 


marriage acquired the Province of Flanders, 


= and, with Flanders, Artois. The acceſſion of 


theſe rich Provinces to the Burgundies, 
which had been beſtowg. on Philip by 

King John, his father, in reward of his 

valour duplayed againſt the arms of Ed- 
ward the Third, under the Black Prince, 
in the field of Poitiers, gave a great ſplen- 
dour to the new houſe of Burgundy, and 
ſoon drew along a wider dominion. Philip 
tranſmitted his States to his ſon John, ſur- 
named Sans-Peur, or the Fearleſs, the ſecond 
| Duke 
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Duke of Burgundy; a prince memorable in 
the hiſtory of France by the influence which 
he acquired in the government, during the 2 | 
troubled reign of Charles the Sixth, when ; 
the enmity of the houſes of Burgundy and 
: Orleans divided that unhappy kingdom, 
and prepared the way for tlie ſucceſſes of the 
Engliſh under Henry the Fifth. —] 
Brabant, ſwelling into hills of a gentle 55S 
aſcent, preſents a more diverſified country | 
than Flanders, as, in the greateſi part of its 
extent, it yields little in fertility and po- 
pulouſneſs to that Province. The rivers of 
Brabant, the S the Dyle, the Demer, 
on whoſe banks its antient cities are built, 
unite to form the Rupel, and pour their 
mingled ſtreams into the Scheld, which, as 
it draws nearer to the ſea, waſhing the walls 
of Antwerp, divides Flanders from Bra- 
bant. The Meuſe, whoſe ſources are in 
Lorraine, one of thenobleſt rivers of Europe, 


and navigable in a long courſe, having vi- 
 fited 
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ſited many Provinces, bounds Brabant on 
the North, and in part on the Eaſt. The 
ſhout of the Brabanders of old, on the day 
_ of battle, gave to their Duke the title of 
7 the rich Duke; an appellation to which he 
W was entitled, as well on account of his rich 
demeſnes, as on account of the opulence of 
his cities. | | 

Brabant makes it her boaſt to have been 
the original ſeat of the family of Charle- 
magne; that mighty monarch, who founded 


= ſo vaſt an empire, out of whoſe ruins ſo 


many kingdoms and principalities have 
ariſen. Under the ſucceflors of Charle- 
magne, the Dukes of Brabant for ſome time 
exerciſed an authority over a large- part of 
the Low-Countries, with the title of Dukes 
5 of the Lower Lorraine, or Lothier. The title 
of Duke of Lothier, which ſtill remains 
annexed to Brabant, recalls the memory of 
that antient dignity. Before the acceſſion 
of the houſe of Burgundy, the houſe of 
25 Louvain, 


50 SKETCHES or THE HISTORY OF 


. Louvain, whoſe Counts were alſo Counts 
of Bruſſels, gave Dukes to Brabant for three 
centuries; a race of princes, diſtinguiſhed 
as well by their martial as pacific virtues, 
and under whom were acquired thoſe im- 
portant privileges, that were afterwards the 
ramparts of liberty againſt the powerful 
houſe of Burgundy. The heireſs of 
Flanders, by whoſe title that Province was 
obtained to the houſe of Burgandy, opened 
alſo to that family the entrance into Bra- 
bant, by her deſcent from the Dukes of 
Brabant. Antony, the ſecond fon of Philip 
the firſt Duke of Burgundy, and the bro- 
ther of John, ſurnamed the Fearleſs, was | 
firſt called to the ſucceſſion of Brabant; and 
the race of Antony, who was ſlain at the 


battle of Agincourt, having ſoon failed, the 
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inheritance of Brabant devolved to his ne- ” 
phew Philip, ſurnamed the Good, the third 
Duke of Burgundy; an able and fortunate 
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prince, Wilkes united the largeſt part of the 


Netherlands under his command?. 
Mechlin, with its ſmall diſtrict, ill 


claims the honour to be a diſtin& Province. 


The Lords of Mechlin antiently pofſefled a 
wider State, and were ſometimes formidable 
to the Dukes of Brabant. A remarkable 
inſtance of this kind occurs in the twelfth 
century. Berthold, Lord of Mechlin, ta- 
king advantage of the tender years of God- 
frey the Third, Duke of Brabant, who was 

? The firſt Prince of the family of Louvain was Godfrey 


the Bearded ; ſo named from a vow which he had made, 
that he would permit his beard to grow, till he had regained 


] the antient rights of the Dukes of Brabant. 


There is a whimſical remark, that the under three by 
ſome fatality ſwayed the houſe of Louvain, which reigned 


in Brabant for three centuries, and of whoſe Princes three 


in ſucceſſion were named Godfrey, three were named 
Henry, and three were named John. The laſt Prince of 
this family left alſo three daughters. The eldeſt, Joanna. 


woas married to Wencellaus, Duke of Luxemburg, who 


reigned with her in Brabant, The ſecond, Margaret of 


Brabant, was married to Louis of Male, Count of Flanders; 


and from that marriage was derived the title by which the 


Dukes of Burgundy entered into Brabant, 


E 2 os yet 
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pFet an infant in the cradle, invaded Brabant, 


and Jaid waſte the country around Bruſſels. 
The Regent, who governed during the mi- 


nority of Godfrey, drew together the force 


of Brabant to oppoſe the Lord of Mechlin, 
and a fierce conteſt enſued, When the en- 
gagement had been renewed two days, and 
victory was yet in ſuſpenſe, the Regent on 
the third day, that he might encourage his 
troops, commanded that the cradle in 
which the young Duke was laid ſhould be 
brought forth, and ſhould be ſuſpended 
from the boughs of a tree in the ſight of 


the two armies. At this ſpectacle, the Bra- 


banders were ſo animated, that they at- 


tacked the enemy with redoubled vigour, 


and gained a complete victory. A vale, 


where three fountains ſpring, not far from 
Bruflels, marks the place of this engage- 
ment, Godfrey afterwards, when he at- 
tained to manhood, made war on Berthold, 


taking the caſtles that belonged to bim in 
Brabant, 


— 
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Brabant, and compelling Berthold to als 


an oath of fealty. Mechlin annexed to 


Flanders came, with that Province, into the 


hands of the Dukes of Burgundy. 


Haynault takes its name from the river 


Haine, that waſhes Mons, its capital; a 


country varied with hill and vale, with 
woodland and open field, - planted with 


many cities and numerous villages, and 


ranked among the moſt fruitful and po- 
pulous Provinces of the Netherlands. The 
Counts of Haynault, Counts alſo of Hol- 


land, Zeland, and Frieſland, were power- 


ful princes in that age in which the Dukes 


of Burgundy entered into the Low-Coun- 


tries, and added this State to their other 


dominions. Queen Iſabel of England, 
and Edward her ſon, afterwards Edward 
the Third, whoſe hiſtory is ſo much mingled 
with that of the N etherlands, repaired tothe 
Court of eres at the time when the 

E 3 Spenſers, 
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Spenſers, unworthy favourites, governed 


England under a weak Prince. Queen Ifabel 


obtained here the ſuccours that ſhe ſought. 


The Knights of Haynault, whoſe names 
and families ſtill remain in this country, 
accompanied Edward into England, and by 


their arms contributed not a little to over- | 


throw the Spenſers, and place the young 


Prince on the throne. During his ſtay in 
Haynault, Edward became enamoured with 
the Princeſs Philippa, daughter of the 
Count of Haynault; a lady of a martial 


ſpirit, whom he took for his Queen. Af- 
terwards, when Edward determined to ſet 
up his title to the crown of France, and 


undertook thoſe wars more glorious to the 


arms of England, than advantageous to her 
State, he fought, by means of the Count of 
Haynault, to draw the Princes of the Low- 
Countries into his alliance. An Ambaſ- 
ſador paſſed over from England to Hay- 
nault . 
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nault on that commiſſion, in whoſe train, 
as Froiffart relates, were Engliſh Knights 
who veiled one eye; according to a vow, 
which, in the ſpirit of chivalry of that age, 
they had made to their miſtreſſes, ladies of 
England, thus to keep one eye covered, till 
they had wrought ſome notable exploit in 
arms againſt France. Edward and his 
Queen often reſorted to the Netherlands. 
Their ſons, Lionel, by whoſe title the 

houſe of York claimed the throne of Eng- 

land in the war of the two Roſes, and John, 
commonly named John of Ghent, from 
whom ſprang the royal branch of Lancaſter, 
were born in that country. 

The Province of Namur is high and 
mountainous, yet not unfruitful, and con- 
tains rich mines of lead, iron, and other 
metallic and mineral ſubſtances. The 
river Meuſe, increaſed by the Sambre, 
waters this Province, and gives a commu- 
nication with Holland and France. The 
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banks of the Meuſe, riſing in lofty and 
ſtupendous rocks, naked, or covered with 
thick woods, preſent a wild and romantic 
ſcenery. Villages climb up the ſides of the 
rocks, and caſtles are ſeen that are built 
high upon the ſummit of the cliff. Her- 
mitages and convents, ſuiting well with 
the rude and ſolemn appearance of the 
banks, preſent themſelves in ſolitary ſpaces. | 
Between theſe pictureſque ſcenes the Meuſe 
keeps a ſmooth and gentle courſe. The 
| good fortune of the houſe of Burgundy 
drew an advantage from the prodigal hu- 
mour and neceſſities of the Count of Na- 
mur, to gain the poſſeſſion of that Pro- 
vince. The Count of Namur, the Lord 
of a Province not the moſt opulent, having 
exhauſted his revenue in vain expences, was 
conſtrained to ſell his principality to Philip 

the Good, with this ſtipulation, that he 
ſhould retain the nnn during his life. 
: Lan, 
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Limburg, a land of green paſtures, 18 
ſituated beyond the Meuſe. This Province 
was governed antiently by its own Dukes. 
In the thirteenth century, the Dukeof Lim- 
burg dying without male iſſue, the ſucceſ- 
ſion was diſputed between the Dukes of 
Brabant and Luxemburg. The chance 
of war, and the battle of Woring, famous 
in the annals of Brabant, decided in fa- 
vour of the Duke of Brabant. Solemn 


feſtivals, and monuments that ſtill remain 


at Bruſſels, celebrated this great victory, 5 


which gave a large acceſſion to Brabant. 
A Poet of that age and country dedicates 
his poem, entitled The War of Woring, to 


a Princeſs of England, daughter of Ed- 


ward the Iſt, married to John the IId, 
Duke of Brabant, that in learning the 
Flemiſh language, as he expreſſes himſelf, 


the might alſo become acquainted with the 


gallant deeds of that family into which 
ſhe had entered. Since that time, the Pro- 
_ _vmee 
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vince of Limburg, though it retains its 
diſtinct aſſembly of States, has remained 
ſtrictly united to Brabant, and the privile- 
ges of the Joyous Entry have been alike 
extended to both countries. Limburg 
paſſed with Brabant under the ſway of the 
| houſe of Burgundy: _ 

Luxemburg is the moſt extenſive, but 
the leaſt fruitful, and leaſt populous, Pro- 
vince of the Auſtrian Netherlands ; pre- 
ſenting in its wide bounds many rude 
mountains, under whoſe ſurface are yet con- 
cealed valuable mines. The feudal vaſſalage, 
and the tyranny of the great Lords, remain- 
ed long in this Province, not happily ſitua- 
ted for commerce, and containing few large 
cities. The Moſelle, whoſe banks ſup- 
ply the only vineyards that are found in 
the Netherlands, waſhes the Province 
of Luxemburg. The Ardennes, that great 
foreſt, which formerly from the banks of 
the Moſelle extended itſelf over the Low- 
Countries | 
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Countries as far as to the ſhores of the 


Ocean, and of whoſe woods there are ſtill 
many remains in theſe regions, retain their 


antient name in the Province of Luxem- 


burg, and overſpread a great part of its 


extent. The Ardennes gave the firſt title 


to the Princes of Luxemburg, who antiently | 


were ſtyled Counts of the Ardennes. Among 


the Princes of Luxemburg is renowned 


that Prince in the fourteenth century, by 


right of marriage alſo King of Bohemia, who 
fought againſt the Englith in the field of 
Creſſy. Froiſſart relates of this Prince, 
that, having loſt his fight, he commanded 
his Knights to lead him into the hotteſt 
part of the combat, where he might be 
ſure to ſtrike a blow with effect. _ His 
Knights obeyed his commands, faſtening 
together the reins of his horſe and of 


their own horſes, that they might not be 


ſeparated from him by the croud. When 
5 the fight was ended, the Prince, who 
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had advanced far into the Engliſh ranks; 
was found lifeleſs on the field, with his 
band of faithful Knights flain around 
him, the reins of their horſes ſtill faſtened 
together. The houſe of Luxemburg attain- 
ed afterwards to great conſideration in 
Germany. Among the illuſtrious families 
of Europe, whoſe Princes were advanced 
to the Empire, from the failure of the 
race of Charlemagne, till the imperial 
crown became as it were hereditary in 
the family of Auſtria, the houſe of 
Luxemburg forms one dynaſty. The Pro- 
vince of Luxemburg came to the family 
of Burgundy from the ceſſion of its ſove= 
reign Elizabeth. That Princeſs, aſſailed by 
her kinſmen, Princes of Saxony, who diſ- 
puted her title, and unable to maintain her 
dominion, transferred her rights to Philip 
the Good, who was better able to ſupport 
them. A revenue was ſtipulated by Eliza- 
beth, as the price of the ceſſion of her 

: State ; 
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888 i but the Dok of Burgundy did not 
duly fulfil his engagements to this Princeſs, 
who retired to Triers, where ſhe ended her 
life in great obſcurity. 
Gelderland can ſcarce be accounted an 
Auſtrian Province. Of that large country, 
watercd dy the Rhine and Meuſe, and with 
which is incorporated Zutphen, alſo one of 
the Seventeen Provinces, only a ſmall diſtrict 

in the higher Gelderland, containing the 

city of Ruremond, belongs to the houſe 
of Auſtria, Gelderland, laſt of theſe Pro- 
vinces, fell under the power of the houſe of 
Burgundy, annexed by Charles the Bold, 

ſon of Philip the Good. The title by 
which this Province was acquired, reflects 
honour on Charles the Bold. Arnold, 

Duke of Gelderland, that he might ſhew | 
his gratitude to that Prince by whom he 
had been relieved from the perſecution of his 
unnatural ſon Adolphus, by his will be- 
queathed Gelderland and Zutphen to 
Charles, 
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Charles, excluding Adolphus and his de- 


ſcendants from any part of the ſucceſſion. 
The ſon of Adolphus did not tamely ſub- 
mit to a will, by which he was excluded 
from the patrimony of his anceſtors*. 

A remarkable diſtinction prevails between 


the Provinces of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 


The Afteenth century, in which the Low-Countries 
were drawn into one dominion by the houſe of Burgundy, 
is memorable in Europe by the union of Principalities, and 


the aggrandiſement of Monarchies. The different King- 


doms in Spain were then united into one powerful Mo- 
narchy under Ferdinand and Iſabella: the great fiefs of 


France were annexed to the crown by Louis the XIth and 


Charles the VIIIth: the houſe of Auſtria, that reaped the 


fruits of the ambition of the Dukes of Burgundy, and of 


the policy of Ferdinand the Catholic, completed the fabric 
of its greatneſs at the cloſe of the century. Europe, which | 


had been divided into ſmall Sovereignties, fince the fall of 


the empire of Charlemagne, now formed into great Mo- 


' - narchies, aſſumed a new appearance. The fall of the 


great Barons in the war of the two Roſes, gave occaſion to 
Henry the Seventh at this time alſo to enlarge the regal 
power, and to advance England nearer to an equality with 


the great Monarchies that aroſe on the continent, 


| The aſpect of Europe in the eighteenth century may be 
thought to indicate the aggrandiſement of the powerful 
Monarchies, and the diſſolution of the ſmaller States. 


that 
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that ſome are properly Flemiſh, while 
others are known by the name of Wal- 
Joon Provinces. The difference of lan- 
guage gives riſe to this diſlin&tion. The 
Walloon tongue, which is ſpoken in the 
Provinces that bear that name, effentially 
different from the Flemiſh language, 
ſpoken in the other Provinces, is that an- 
tient French language, which aroſe out of 
the ruins of the Latin tongue in the age of 
Charlemagne, and was ſpoken in France, 
as well as in the Walloon Low-Countries, 
in the ages ſucceeding the reign of that mo- 
narch. This old language was named Ro- 
mance, or Gaulois; and from the word 
Gaulois, corrupted into Wallois, has ariſen 
the name Walloon. Whilſt France, by 
gradual refinement, has improved the old 


| Gaulois into that ſofter and more elegant 


tongue, which is now ſpoken in that king- 
dom, the Walloon Provinces in the Low- - 
Countries 
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Countries Þave retained their antient 
language, more rude, but in its rudeneſs 


bold and energetic. 


Haynault and Namur, with Artois, now 


no longer an Auſtrian Province, compoſe 


the Walloon Country. The Walloon 


name and language are alſo extended into 
the adjacent diſtricts of the neighbouring 


| Provinces. A large part of Brabant, where 


that Province borders on Haynault and 
Namur, is named the Walloon Brabant. 
The affinity of language ſeems alſo on ſome 
occaſions to have wrought a nearer relation. 
In the wars kindled by the tyranny of 
Philip the Second, the Walloon Countries, 
more attached to the antient religion, firſt 
ſeparated themſelves from the other Pro- 
vinces, and, embracing the terms propoſed 
by the Prince of Parma, were reconciled to 
Spain. The Walloon troops, drawn from 


Provinces where commerce was leſs gene- 


rally 
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rally practiſed, and whoſe territory, border- 
ing on France, had often been the ſeat of 
war, were noted for their martial ſpirit, 

and compoſed afterwards the flower of 

the armies of Philip. z 
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SECTION v. 

AT Bruges, and at Antwerp, are ſtill 
to be ſeen the monuments of that ancient 
traffic which flouriſhed in thoſe cities. | 

While the Flemings, poſſeſſed with a 

1 commercial ſpirit, and encouraged by their 
Princes, were led to trace the ſeas at an 
early time, that induſtry which ſoon grew 

up in their country, with the protection 
that was beſtowed on traffic, drew alſo the 
traders of other nations to the ſhore of 
F anders“. Bruges i inthe fourteenth cen- 
- TUry 
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*The early attention of the Princes of this country 
to commerce, appears from many inſtances. In the ele- 
venth century, the Duke of Brabant waged war with the 
Count of Holland, on account of a fortreſs which the Hol- 
lander had built on the banks of the Meuſe, where Dor- 
drecht now ſtands, by which the traffic of the Brabanders 


with Britain was obſtructed. In the twelfth century, Henry 
the 
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tury was the principal mart of Europe. 
The fortunate ſituation of that city con- 
ſpired with other circumſtances to render 
it the center of commerce in that age. 
The merchants of Venice depoſited at 
Bruges the rich commodities of Italy and 
the Levant, while the traders of the 
Hanſe Cities tranſported thither the ruder 
productions of the North. Bruges bolding 
a middle place between the nations of 
Northern and Southern Europe that firſt 
applied themſelves to commerce, and ſup- 
plying a free port, the traders from the 
ſhores of the Baltic, and the Mediterra- 
nean, choſe rather to ſtore their merchan- 
| diſe in the warehouſes of Bruges, than 


to undertake long voyages in an age in 


the Firſt Duke of Brabant, 3 * the merchants 
of his country an exemption from duties through the courſe 
of the Rhine, and afterwards through all the bounds of 
Germany. The Counts of Flanders, in their treaties 
with England, ſeldom failed to ſtipulate articles favourable 
to he commerce of their ſubjects. 

£ , which 
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which navigation was as yet ſo imperfect. 


T his city attained its height of commercial 
fame under the Dukes of Burgundy. 


Moſt European nations had at that time 


their Conſuls reſiding at Bruges, where 
the houſes are ſtill ſhewn that they inha- 
bited. In the end of the fifteenth century, : 
when the Low-Countrics firſt paſſed under 
the power of the Auſtrian Princes, the 


peace of Flanders being much ſhaken by 


inteſtine tumult, Bruges began to decline, 


and the ſeat of commerce was tranſported 


to Antwerp. That city of Brabant, aug- 


mented by the decay of Bruges, and 
happily ſeated on the banks of a navigable 


; river, whoſe deep and capacious bed ſup- 


plied a port for veſſels of the greateſt bur- 
den, Toon became ſo eminent in trade, and 


attracted ſo much the reſort of merchants, 


that, in the a of a writer! of that 


4 2 c. 


age, 
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age, Antwerp, where all languages were 


| ſpoken, ſeemed to be the common city of 
all nations. The Scheld was covered with 
numerous fleets, that kept their courſe to 
this celebrated port ; and the multitude of 
ſhips was ſo great, that veſſels were long 
detained, before they could approach to 
the quays to diſcharge their rich freight. 
A New World added to the Old increaſed 
the commerce of this city, which ſupplied 
the principal articles of traffic with the 
 new-diſcovered regions. The Engliſh, who 
in that age had made only feeble eſſays in 
commerce in which they have ſince ſo 


much excelled, and whoſe ſhips ſcarce ö 


viited any ports beſides thoſe of the Ne- 
therlands, had eſtabliſhed a factory at Ant- 
werp. Thoſe quays and canals fo fitly 
conſtructed for trade, that exchange which 
gave to London the model of a like build- 
ing, and that magnificent ſtructure built 
for the reception of the Eaſterliugs, fo the 

3 merchants 
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commercial city. 
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merchants from the Baltic were named, 
recall to memory the ancient pride of this 


* 


The reign of the Emperor . the 
Fifth was the æra of the ſplendor of 


Antwerp. The inauſpi picious reign. of 


Philip the Second | wrought a fatal change. ; 


Pillaged by the. Spaniſh ſoldiery, beſieged 


afterwards by the Prince of Parma, and de- 


$..4 „ 


ſerted by many of the inhabitants when 


reduced by the arms of that Prince, Ant- 
werp declined faſt, and by her decay added 


to the riſing greatneſs of Amſterdam. But 
the entire overthrow of the commerce of 
Antwerp was reſerved for the reign of 
Phibp.t the Fourth, and the treaty, of Mun- 
ſter. + 1D: that treaty, / Holland, triumphant | 
in arms, gave t the law ; and that republic, 
now beholding theſe Provinces from which 


8 ſhe was ſeparated with the eye of a jealous 


and i imperious rival; and aſpiring to ſecure 


to her own Ports. all commerce in the Low- 


Countries, 


| of 
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C extorted this Ro ta from ts 


weakneſs of Spain, That Antwerp, whoſe 


2 * 


competition ſhe dreaded, ſhould no longer 
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hold any communication with the Ocean | 
by the navigation « of the Scheld. Thus the. 
boaſted port of Antwerp was rendered. 
vain: the numerous branches by which 


the Scheld diſcharges itſelf into the ſea, 


ſcized to the ſole dominion of Holland, were 


CT Ti 


no longer open to the veſſels of other 
nations, nor gave to the ſhips of Antwerp 
a paſſage to the main. The commerce of 


this city, languiſhing before, was now at 
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once extinguiſhed; her exchange was for- 
ſaken, her warehouſes were empty ; and the 
Scheld, formerly viſited by numerous fleets, 
now wafted no other veſſels to her port, 
beſides trading barks from the rivers and 
| canals of Holland. 

The fall of Antwerp gave a 3 blow 
to the commerce of the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands; 3 whilſt Holland, remembering the 

| F 4 antient 
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antient celebrity of Bruges, extended alſo 
her jealouſy to that city. The calamities 


that enſued, and the weak government of 


Spain, added to the decline of trade. The 


commerce of the F lemings, which had been 


fo flouriſhing under the firſt Auſtrian | 
Princes, ſunk almoſt entirely at the clofe 
of the laſt century, under the laſt Princes 
of that houſe | who my the throne af 
Spain. | 

Since the ſovereignty has been tranſ- 
ported to the Auſtrian Princes of the Ger- 
man line, the commercial ſpirit, though re- 
preſſed by many difficulties, has revived 
by flow degrees. Not long after the ac- 
ceſſion of the German Sovereigns, an at- 


tempt was made to animate the languiſhing | 


traffic of this country, by opening a trade 
to the Eaſt Indies; ; and a company was 
erected at Oſtend, the principal port of the 
Auſtrian Flanders, by the authority of the 
pe On, for the e of proſe- 

1 bo cuting 
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cuting that commerce. The jealouſy of 
Holland, infuſing into England and other. 


nations a like jealouſy of the Company of 
Oſtend, defeated this undertaking in its 


infancy, and excluded the Catholic Nether- 


lands from all commerce with that Afiatic 
region, which to Holland herſelf had 


opened ſuch ſtores of wealth. Though, by 


this excluſion, a new reſtraint was added to 
the former reſtraints impoſed on traffic, 
yet the natives of the Auſtrian Provinces, 


enjoying the ſweets of long peace, and 
aided by a more active Government, have 


| ſought to avail themſelves of the advantages 


that ſtill remain for the proſecution of 
commerce. Inhabiting a fruitful region, 


whoſe coaſt is waſhed by the Ocean, and 


which, formerly abounding in manufac- 


tures, is yet not deſtitute of them, they 
have thought that they might juſtly aſpire 
to partake, in ſome degree, the benefits of 
traffe, e the competition of many 


powering | 
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powerful nations, who, ſince the declen- 


ſion of this country, have entered into the 
cateer of commerce, forbids them ever to 
aſpire to that eminence which they for- 
weite poſſeſſed. : | | 

But the progreſs of commerce Kas FO 
chiefly forwarded by the cares of the pre- 

ſent Sovereign, and by the events of his 

reign. When this Prince ſucceeded to the 
ſovereignty, the Auſttian Netherlands 

enjoyed a profound peace, while the com- 
mercial Powers in their neighbourhood were 
engaged in ſharp war. This favourable 
moment was not loſt. The reſpe& that 

Was paid to the Imperial colours, while the 
flags of other nations were moleſted, en- 
couraged the Flemings to engage in more 
extenſive enterpriſes of trade. At the ſame 
time Oſtend was declared a free port. The 
veſſels of all countries were induced to carry 
their merchandiſe to this port, which be- 


came a ſtaple of commerce 3 and a large 2 
part 
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part of the traffic of the nations that were 
at war, was carried on under Imperial co- 
lours, and by the port of Oſtend. The 
harbour of that city was enlarged, that it 


might contain the numerous. veſſels by: . 
which it was viſited; and the walls were 


extended, that habitations might be found 
for the numerous ſtrangers who. crowded 
thither from all parts. | 

From this ene a n 
advantage has accrued to commerce. 
Though the war which engaged the neigh- 
bouring powers has now ceaſed, yet that 
traffic which: the ſhore of Flanders had at- 
tracted during the continuance of the — 
has not diſappeared, The minds of men, 
turned to mercantile purſuits, and animated; 


by gain, keep on the ſame courſe, Oſtend, 
though now leſs reſorted to, yet retaining 


the privileges of a free port, contains nume- 
rous ſhips in her harbour. The traffic of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands embraces a wider 
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ſphere. A commercial intercourſe 
opened with the American States, whoſe 
trade is no longer confined to Britain. If, 
by the jealouſy of Holland, the Flemings 
have been excluded from a direct commerce 
with the Eaſt Indies, yet Trieſte, ſituated 
in the dominions of their Sovereign, on the 
Gulph of the Adriatic, affords an opportu- 
nity of trading from that port to the rich 
coaſts of Aſia. The ſhores of Africa are 
alſo viſited by the ſhips of this country; 
and the Flemings purſue on that coaſt the 
fame unhallowed traffic, which other Eu- 
: ropean nations have ſo lon 'S Pe with- 
out ſeruple., 
W Whilſt trade has dra in the Auſtrian 
Provinces, and has gathered ſtrength from 
| the encouragement of the Sovereign, the 
inhabitants have called to mind the benefit 
that their country formerly derived from 
the Scheid, and feel ſenſibly the diſadvan- 
tages t that ariſe from the obſtructed naviga- 
tion 
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tion of that river. The ſhores of Flanders, 
on account of ſhallows and banks of ſand, 
are dangerous to the mariner. Sluys, the 
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ancient port of Bruges, yielded up to Hol- 
land, has long been loſt to theſe Provinces. 
The port of Oſtend, little known when this 
country was in moſt proſperous ſtate, but 
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now the principal port of Auſtrian Flan- 
ders, improved with much labour and ex- 
pence, is yet liable to inconveniences that 
1t may not perhaps be practicable to remove. 
While commodious ports or havens are thus 
wanting, the Flemings have recollected the 
advantages of that river, which admits the 
veſſels from the ocean by a ſafe entrance 
into its bed, and which, in its capacious 
channel, ſupplies to Antwerp almoſt the 
nobleſt port in Europe. Above all, the citi- 
ens of Antwerp, who behold the full and 
deep current of the Scheld gliding by their 


walls, and who from their towers deſery 
that diſtant ſea to which their ſhips are 
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oo SKETCHES or THE HISTORY OF 
not permitted to approach, have regretted 
that bondage in which their city has been 
io long kept by the articles of a treaty too 
rigofous, and have flattered themſelves 


with the hope, that the ſame Prince who 
bas been able to open to liis ſubjects in 
| Germany and Hungary the navigation of 


the Danube, might alſo be able to regain to 
his ſubjects in the CO free 
get of the Scheld. | 129 

The Emperor has not I ia: to 


Leednd:the defites of bös Flemiſh ſubjects; 
and the attention of Europe has been 


turned to the exertions made by this Prince 
to obtain the navigation of this important 
river. The efforts of the Soveteign in this 
inſtance have not been crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs, and Antwerp has fallen from the 
hopes which flie had conceived. A more 
fottunate conjuncture may arrive, when, 
actuated by more liberal principles of com- 
merce, or . by t the voice © of conſpiring 


nations 
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nations to whoſe acceſs the Scheld is now 
denied, and Jeſs ſuſtained by a powerful 
monarchy, Holland may be more eaſily 
determined to relinquith a right, leſs pro- 


8 fitable to der Own men NN detrirgen- | 
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an antient ob ; en city may Si UF 


to thoſe natural benefits of an it has 


been ſo long deprived. - | 1 
While trade ſuffers an obſtruction from 
| the want of commodious ports, other cauſes 


may alſo: he noticed, that have been detri- 
mental to commerce in theſe countries, and 


by which-its progreſs may ſtill be retarded. 


It is to be remarked, that the power of 


impoſing duties on all imports and exports 


in the Auſtrian Netherlands, is a prerogative 


belonging entirely to the Prince; as the cuſ- 


tom-· duties are appropriated entirely to the 


revenue of the Sovereign, of which they make! 
noinconſiderable part, Thishighprerogative, 


with 
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which it ſeems not eaſy ta reconcile either 
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with the free ſpirit of the conflitution, 1 


with the intereſts of commerce, unknown 
in more early times, was firſt aſſumed under 
plauſible pretexts by Philip the Ild, not 
long after that reconcilement took place, 
by which the Catholic Provinces conſented 
to return to the dominion of Spain. The 
States of the Provinces, and particularly 
the States of Brabant, remonſtrated againſt 
this power aſſumed by the Sovereign; ; but 
their remonſtrances did not prevail. Philip 
did not deſiſt from the exerciſe of this pre- 
rogative, which, tranſmitted to his fucceſſors, 
is at length become inherent in the Prince. 
The bad effects that may reſult to commerce 
from the | indiſcreet uſe of this power, 
may eaſily be underſtood. Valuable branches 
of commerce, that ſuſtain little prejudice 
from moderate impoſitions, may be entirely 
loſt when they are ſubjected to heavier 
burdens; and while a prince, by unwiſely 
ee the — ſeeks to aug- 


ment 


THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, 81 


ment his revenue, the fountain itſelf from 
which wealth flows into his treaſury, as 
well as into his country, may be entirely 


dried up. This truth has not always been 


well underſtood by the Auſtrian Princes, re- 
ſiding at a diſtance from the Netherlands, 
and little acquainted with mercantile af- 
fairs; and the decline of commerce, under 


the Spaniſh Princes in the laſt century, 


may be in ſome part aſcribed to the inju- 
| dicious exerciſe of a prerogative, by which 
commerce is ſubjected to the will of the 
monarch, A better exerciſe of this pre- 
rogative may be relied on in the hands of 


the preſent Sovereign, who has viſited his 


Flemiſh States, and who, to an attention to 
advance their trade, has added a juſt diſcern- 
ment of the principles of commerce “*. 
Internal 
An Imperial edict that has lately been the ſubje of 


political diſcuſſions in Britain, and by which high duties 
are impoſed on Engliſh merchandiſe imported into the 


Auſtrian Netheriands, affords a proof of the controul which 
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Internal commerce 18 neceſſary to the 
ſupport and growth of external commerce. 
The interior commerce poſſeſſes here ſome 
advantages that facilitate its progreſs: in 
particular, it draws much benefit from that 
eaſy communication, which is maintained 
by thoſe numerous canals, which in this 
country are of ſuch antient formation, and 
which England bas begun fo lately to imi- 
tate. Vet there are reſtraints alſo, that, em- 
barraſſing the internal communication, are 
prejudicial to trade. Such are thoſe re- 
ſtraints that in many cities and diſtricts ariſe 
from excluſive privileges, of very old date, 
granted to certain ranks of men, who have 
the ſole right of tranſporting goods by land, 
* water, within certain limits. Such are 
the Sovereign . over the Flemiſh commerce. Chacke 
the Firſt would willingly have aſſumed the ſame authority 
.over the cuſtoms in England, which Philip the Second ac- 
quired in the Catholic Netherlands. The Parliament of 


England ſucceeded better than the States of Brabant in 
withſtanding this pretenſion of the Prince, | 


| - alſo 
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alſo the reſtraints: that ariſe: from choſe 


numerous offices erected for the gathering. 


of duties, and from that repeated viſitation, 


vexatious to the trader, to which his mer- 


chandiſe is ſubjected in its paſſage. from 
I place to place. This. embarraſſment ariſes | 
in a great degree from the conſtitution of 


this country, where the Provinces, former- 
ly ſeparate principalities, ſtill keep their 
independence, poſſeſſing each its diſtin& 
revenue, and impoſing and collecting its 
diſtinct taxes; where the trader of Flan- 
ders, who tranſports his merchandiſe into 
Brabant or Haynault, now under the do- 
minion of the ſame. Prince, 18 ſubjected to 
the payment of frontier- duties, as antiently 
when theſe Provinces were governed by 
diſtinct Princes. The internal communi- 


cation is likewiſe much interrupted here, 


by the interpoſition of the dominions of 


the neighbouring States, which in many 
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34 | $KETCHEs OF THE HISTORY OF 
parts lie much intermixed with the Auftrian 
territory “. 

The laws and regulations of commerce 
framed in this country, in the age of its 
ſplendor, much ſurpaſſed thoſe of other 
countries, and were adopted by the neigh- 
bouring nations that afterwards applied 
themſelves to commerce; but ſince that 
period, commercial regulations have gained 
improvement from the increaſed experience 
of other States, whoſe uſages might now 
be adopted with advantage to remedy the 
defects that are found here. Thus, among 
other inſtances, cauſes relating to mercan- 
tile matters, that in other countries are ſum- 
marily decided by judges who are them- 
ſelves ſkilled in commercial affairs, or whoſe 
| Judgment i is guided by t the cuſtoms of m mer- 


* Thus the dominion of France, intervening between the 
Auſtrian cities of Mons and Tournay, renders the commu- 
nication of the Scheld of ſmall uſe to theſe cities in their in- 
tercourſe with each other. | | | 

8 e chants, 
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chants, are here ſubjected to a long and 
expenſive proceſs through courts of law, 


and are decided by judges who are not 


verſed in affairs of trade, nor draw much 

light from the experience of mercantile 
perſons. This diſadvantage has been re- 
marked; and it has been ſaid, that a tribunal 
is to be erected here, on a model which 
is found in ſome countries, compoſed of 
judges ſkilled in commercial matters, to 
whoſe cognizance all mercantile contro- 
verſies are to be referred. That confu- 


ſion alſo which prevails in the juriſprudence 


of this country, where each province poſſeſſes 
its own laws, differing in many points from 
thoſe of the other Provinces, is perplexing 
to commerce, | 

Among the circumſtances that obſtruct 
the progreſs of trade, is alſo to be num- 
bered that opinion which is entertained 
here, that the profeſſion of commerce is 


unſuitable to the dignity of men of noble 
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family; a vain prejudice, which has gained 
ſtrength under the government of Spain, 
particularly miſplaced in a country that 
owes its chief celebrity to traffic, and whole 
noble families are for the moſt part ſprung 


from commercial anceſtors. The detri- 
ment which commerce ſuſtains from this 
prejudice is the greater, that nobility is 
eaſily attained here, and embraces a very 


wide circle. England, where the ſons and 


deſcendants of noble families diſdain not 


to engage in commercial purſuits, ſets in 


this reſpe&t an example to other nations, 


that i 1s worthy their imitation, The preſent 
reign promiſes to correct this prejudice in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. The Emperor 
has ſufficiently teſtified, by the honours 


which he has paid to perſons eminent in 


the mercantile line, in what high eſtima- 


tion he holds a profeſſion, which gives ex- 


erciſe to a vigorous and improved under- 


ſtanding 1 in thoſe who pradtiſe; it, and which 
tends 
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tends ſo much to advance the wealth and 


proſperity of nations. 


The riſing commerce of this country has 


invited many perſons of the mercantile pro- 
feſhon, from other parts of Europe, 'to fix 
their abode here. Among theſe are Eng- 
liſh merchants, who bring with them into 


this country thoſe liberal and enlarged 


thoughts, that ſo generally belong to men 
of that claſs in England, and whoſe active 
ſpirit employs itſelf with ſucceſs in pro- 
moting the traffic of theſe Provinces. To 
their exertion is owing the eſtabliſhment 
of a bank at Bruſſels ; an eſtabliſhment, 


which, though ſo neceſſary for facilitating 


the operations of commerce, is yet new in 
the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
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SECTION vl. 


THE early improvement of manufac- 
tures is the boaſt of the Flemiſh Provinces, 
Theſe, not unknown here in the age of 
Charlemagne, ſoon attained to higher per- 
fection in the ages that ſucceeded. While 
the neighbouring nations ſcarce knew any 
other occupation beſides that of war, the 
buſy inhabitants of Flanders and Brabant 
were trained to the diligence of trades and 
crafts, which were held here in peculiar 
eſteem. Many parts of ingenious art were 
invented or improved by the Flemings, 
who were long unrivalled in the excellence 
of their fabrics of various kinds. 

Among the manufaQtures that flouriſhed 
here at an early time, and that brought 
great emolument to the natives, was that 
wollen manufacture, whoſe origin in theſe 
Provinces 
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Provinces is recorded to have been of the 
moſt antient date. The Princeſſes, 


daughters of Charlemagne, are ſaid to 
| have employed their leiſure in the tex- 
ture of woollen fabrics. In the twelfth 
century, this manufacture, well underſtood 
and happily purſued, gave occupation to 
vaſt multitudes, and brought immenſe 
wealth to Flanders and Brabant. The 
bounds of the cities were enlarged, that 
they might contain that ſwarm of inhabi- 
tants who purſued the labours of the 


loom; and the frequent diſſenſions that 


aroſe between the numerous manufacturers 


crouded in the ſame city, needed often 
to be repreſſed by the power of the Prince. 
Louvain above all was diſtinguiſhed by its 


flouriſhing woollen trade. The relations, 
that have been tranſmitted concerning the 
multitudes engaged in this art that were 


antiently contained within Louvain, could 


ſcarcely gain credit, unleſs they were con- 
firmed 
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firmed by the large extent of that now 
decayed city. The woollen trade conti- 
nued long to enrich the Flemings. Philip 
the Good, Duke of Burgundy, decorated 
that order of Knighthood which he inſti- 
tuted with the title of the Golden Fleece, 
in honour of a manufaQture from which 
his dominions derived ſo much wealth“. 

. 


* Petrarch, ſo celebrated by his love for Laura, who viſit- 
ed theſe countries in the fourteenth century, has noticed 


this induſtry of Flanders: Et vidi cœteros Flandriæ Bra- 


n populos, lani ficos atque teætores. 

The eminence of the Flemings in many arts, and . 
cularly in that weaving trade in the remoteſt times, under 
the government of Rome, might be ſhewn from many 
paſſages of antient authors, if theſe Eſſays were not 
confined to a later period. Shall the Roman Empire 


fall, if the country of Artois withholds its woven 


garments ?* was the ſaying of a Roman Emperor, 
when the Belgic Provinces were ſeized by the German 
invaders. The irruption of the barbarous nations was 
fatal to that induſtry, as well as to huſbandry and 


commerce, which had made ſome progreſs. here at that 
diſtant period; though it may be thought, that the early 


revival of arts among the Flemings was in ſome meaſure 
owing to that root which they had taken under the govern- 


| ment of Rome. Some cities alſo, though now of ſmall note 


in this country, were founded when it was held by the Ro- 
mans: 
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The wool of England, of a more ex- 
cellent quality than that of Flanders, con- 
tributed not a little to the perfection of the 


Flemiſh manufacture. In thoſe ages, the 


Engliſh, ** ſhepherds only to Flanders and 


Brabant,” unſkilled in arts, and inſenſible 


of the riches which their iſland poſſeſſed in 


the fleeces of her flocks, enduted that the 


wool of England ſhould be tranſported to 
ſtrangers, and were contented to be ſup- 
plied by the looms of Flanders with that 
drapery, and thoſe woollen webs, of which 
themſelves had furniſhed the materials. A 
ſtaple was appointed in the Low-Countrics 
where the Engliſh wool was ſold ; and the 


mans : the cities that have flouriſhed in modern. times are 
of a more recent origin. Bruſſels in the eighth century con- 
ſiſted only of a few hamlets ſcattered on the banks of the 
Senne. Charles, Duke of the Lower Lorraine, excluded by 
the power of the Capet family from the throne of France, 
to which he had a juſt title as the deſcendant of Charle- 


magne, laid the foundation of the greatneſs of Bruſſels in 


the tenth century, having raiſed a palace, where he made his 
abode, in an iſland ſurrounded by the arms of the Senne, 
now encloſed within the walls of Bruſſels. 
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dom. Edward the Third, ſolicitous to draw 


drapers of Bruſſels obtained from this Prince 


the Third, not negligent of the improve- 
ments of peace amidſt the wars to which 


engage the artificers of Flanders to paſs 


introduced into England, in ſome degree, 


Engliſh Princes, on various occaſions, raſhly 
beſtowed on theſe lands, in vain preſents, 
this valuable commodity of their king- 


the Princes af the Netherlands into his al- 
liance, when he aſpired to the crown of 
France, diſtributed among the Flemings 
gifts of wool with a laviſh hand. An im- 
portant privilege is recorded, which the 


for their trade. Yet by degrees the Engliſh 
perceived the loſs that they ſuſtained from , 
their own unſkilfulneſs, and began to 
aſpire to the art of the Flemings, whoſe 
riches they beheld with envy. Edward 


he was prompted by ambition, ſought to 


into England. The diſperſion of the ma- 
nufacturers of Louvain alſo in that age, 


the 
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the ſkill of the woollen trade. Wenceſlaus, 
Duke of Brabant, incenſed againſt the citi- 
zens of Louvain on account of the frequent 


tumults in which they were engaged, ex- 
pelled the manufacturers from that city, 


and, by that unwiſe and too rigorous chaſ- 
tiſement, wrought the fall of Louvain. But 


| the progreſs of the Engliſh in arts was 


flow ; and it was not till a later period, 
when the ſtrife of the red roſe and the 
white had ſubſided, and when the tyranny 
of the Duke of Alva had cauſed a more 
complete diſperſion of the Flemiſh arts, 
that the Engliſh applied themſelves to 
works of induſtry with ſucceſs. Then en- 
joying repoſe under the government of a 
politic Queen, and taught by the Flemings, 
who ſettled in great number among them, 


they purſued the weaving arts; and ſince 


that time, adding new improvements to 
the ſkill of their maſters, and reſtraining 


within their « own ile the Heeces of their 


country, 
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country, they have ſurpaſſed all nations 
in that woollen manufacture, which now 
diſtributes its products to the remoteſt parts 
of the globe, and ſupplies to n a 
princi ipal ſource of i its wealth A = 

| | — Beſides 


* The Fic, a beautiful poem, and well faited to the 
Britiſh muſe, has deſcribed the migration of the weaving 
arts from Flanders, and their various ſettlements in Eng- 
land, the origin of our flouriſhing woollen trade: 

FC aroſe; | 

When Alva? s tyranny the weaving arts 
P rove from the fertile vallies of the Scheld. 

With ſpeedy wing, and ſcattered courſe, they fled, 

Like a community of bees, diſturb'd 8 
By ſome relentleſs ſwain's rapacious hand? 

While good Eliza to the fugitives 

Save gracious welcome; as wiſe Egypt erſt 

To troubled Nilus, whoſe nutritious flood 

With annual gratitude enrich'd her, meads. 

Then, from fair Antwerp, an induſtrious train 25 

Croſs'd the ſmooth channel of our ſmiling ſeas; 


And in the vales of Cantium, on the banks 


Of Stour alighted, and the naval wave 
Of ſpacious Medway ; ſome on gentle Lare, 
And fertile Wayeney, pitch d; od made their. Fu | 


Some to the Darent ſped their happy way: 
Berghem, and Sluys, and elder Bruges, 015 
Antona's ; chalky 5 and ſtretch'd their tents 
Down 
d 
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Beſides the woollen manufacture, many 
other manufactures in former times em- 
ployed the labour, and augmented the 
riches, of the Flemings. That early cor- 


reſpondence which the Italian States en- 


tertained with the Low- Countries, was 


favourable to the Flemiſh induftry. Venice, 
which firſt of modern States claims the 
praiſe of having introduced many arts into 
Europe from the Eaſt, taught to the people 
of the Netherlands the {kill of curious ma- 
nufactures, which ſhe had learnt from her 
intercourſe with Aſia; and the Flemings, 
by their care and ingenuity, ſoon equalled 
or ſurpaſſed the workmanſhip of their 
maſters. Manufactures increaſed with the 
growing commerce of theſe Provinces. 
Antwerp, in the ſixteenth century, was not 

Down to Clauſentum, and that bay tu ine | 
Beneath the ſhade of Vecta's cliffy iſle. 

Soon 0'er the hoſpitable. realm they ſpread, 


With cheer reviv'd ; and in Sabrina? 8 flood 
And the Silurian Tame their textures blanch'd, &c. 
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more renowned by her traffic, than by the 
branches of art in which her inhabitants 


were employed. The writers of that age 
enumerate with admiration - the various 


induſtry of that city; her magnificent ta- 


peſtries, and rich embroideries ; her fabrics 
of velvet, ſattin and damaſk ; her ſkill in 


refining metals and poliſhing precious 
ſtones ; with other curious inventions, 
that drew the wonder even of thoſe who 
had been accuſtomed to behold the arts and 
ingenuity of Italy. At that time the ſkill 
and labour of the Flemings ſupplied manu- 
factures not only to the greateſt part of 
Europe, but alſo to the new-diſcovered re- 
gions in Aſia and America. The gold of 


the Indies, according to the expreſſion of a 
late elegant writer of this country“, only 


paſſed through the hands of the Spaniards 


* The Count de Neny, who held the office of Preſident 
of the Privy-Council of the Auſtrian Netherlands, lately 
dead, author of Memoires Hiſtoriques et Politiques 
des Pays-bas Autrichiens ;* a work compoſed for the edu - 


and 


FFV In 
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and Portugueſe, to repay the induſtry of 
tke inhabitants of the Netherlands. 

The manufactures of the Flemiſh Pro- 
vinces experienced à rapid decline in the 
reign of Philip the Second; and the fall of 
commerce after the peate of Munſter, with 
the calamities that enſued in the latter 
period of the Spaniſh government, com- 
pleted the evils which the perſecution 
of the Duke of Alva had begun. The 
neighbouring States profited from the diſ- 
perſion of the arts of Flanders and Bra- 
bant, and the manufactures of Holland and 
England were improved by the hands of 
Flemiſh emigrants. But all the arts were 
enfeebled, and languor pervaded every 
branch of induſtry in the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands, at the concluſion of the laſt . 


pO. 


century. 
The happier ttüstich of this country, 
ſince the peace of Utrecht, in this century, 
has recalled the induſtry of manufactures. 

ww 
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The active ſpirit of the people, repreſſed 
for a time by unfavourable circumſtances, 
now exerts itſelf again in uſeful labours of 
various kinds; and the productions of art 
in many articles have gradually increaſed, 
and employed a greater number of buſy 
; hands. Though the Flemings ſupply not 
Europe, as formerly, with the products of 
their ſkill, and though the works of art in 
this country are now in moſt branches ſur- 
paſſed by the improvements of other na- 
tions, yet theſe Provinces ſtill poſſeſs valu- 
able fabrics, while they retain the glory of 
having inſtructed the neighbouring States 
in many of thoſe curious or uſeful arts by 
which they have been ſince enriched, 
The flax of Flanders ſupplies to that 
Province its moſt valuable manufacture. The 
linen manufactures of that country are 
not ſurpaſſed, in their various kinds, by the 
manufactures of that ſort of any other na- 
tion, and give employment and ſubſiſtence 
1 to 
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to a great number of people. Ghent and 
Courtray are noted for their linen ma- 
nufactures. The bleaching-fields of Ghent, 
contained within its walls, and extended 
by the fide of the rivers and canals that 
waſh that city, and divide it into numerous 
iſles, draw the attention of ſtrangers. The 
care of the Magiſtrate is employed to watch 
over the goodneſs of this fabric, which 
paſſes into many other countries, and af- 
fords a principal article of commerce. 
Spain, that held ſo long an intimate rela- 
tion with this part of the Netherlands, ſtill 


draws from the induſtry of Flanders, thoſe 


manufactures of linen with which ſhe 
| ſupplies her American Colonies. 

The fine flax of theſe Provinces yields 
alſo the materials of that elegant manu- 
facture, ſo well known by the name of the 


lace of Mechlin and Bruflels, The in- 
vention of this art, which yields fo fair an 


employment to female induſtry, is due to 
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this country ; and the {kill of the natives 
of this land in this art, imitated in other 
lands, has not yet been equalled. If it can 
be credited, as it is ſometimes aſſerted, that 

this manufacture, wrought in other coun- 


tries with the ſame materials with which 
It is wrought here, and by the hands of the 


ſame artiſts, yet attains not to the ſame per- 
fection, it muſt be ſuppoſed, that the air 


has an influence upon the ſlender frame of 


this delicate fabric. It is ſaid, that above 


100,000 perſons are employed in this ma- 


nufacture, in Mechlin and Brabant. The 
lace of Bruſſels has long been diſtinguiſhed 
by delicacy of deſign and workmanſhip. 
Valenciennes poſſeſſes alſo this manufac- 


ture; but that city of * N 


now to France. 25 

The manufacture of tapeſtry, if it t had 
its origin rather among the Saracens than 
the Flemings, and was tranſported hither 


Fe from Aﬀia ia, yet was perfected ſooner in this | 


than 
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than in any European country. The 
name by which this fabric was long 
known in England, the many coloured 
Arras,“ points out the city of Artois, that 


antiently was moſt noted for curious works 
of tapeſtry. The ſtudy of the painters Who 


flouriſhed here at an early period, and who 
applied their ſkill to furniſh deſigns for 


tapeſtries, forwarded the progreſs of this 


manufacture. This beautiful art, which, 
by the labour of the loom, fo happily imi- 
tates the various ſcenes of nature, and tranſ- 
mits the acts of heroes to remembrance, 
ſubſiſts in thefe Provinces in the ſame per- 
fection as formerly, but, leſs encouraged, 
employs at Bruſſels, where it is moſt pur- 
ſued, only a ſmall number of looms. The 
change of faſhion, together with the ex- 
pence that attends the working of tapeſtry, 
| occaſions the fall of this fabric. The rich 


and oreat, who formerly adorned their 


manſions with - tapeſtry, and for whoſe 
H 3 apartments 
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apartments this art furniſhes an ornament 
ſo laſting and magnificent, now content 
themſelves with a furniture leſs coſtly, and 
that is varied with ſmall expence. Unleſs 


this art ſhall meet with timely encourage- 


ment, it will ſoon be loſt to this country, 
where it had its moſt ancient feat. Even 


in France, into whoſe capital this manu- 


facture has been tranſ planted from Flanders, 


the tapeſtry of the Gobelins is not ſupported 
without the aid of the Court. | 
That woollen manufacture, which for- 
merly employed ſuch multitudes in Flan- 
ders and Brabant, now fallen into decay in 


theſe Provinces, is found chiefly in the 


Province of Limburg. The manufactu- 
rers of Louvain, diſperſed in the fourteenth 
century by their Prince the Duke of Bra- 
bant, firſt brought, as it is ſaid, this branch 
of induſtry into the country of Limburg, 


united under the ſame Government with 
| Brabant, and Nn the ſame privi- 


"If ges. 
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leges. Since that time, this manufacture 
has not been loſt in that country, and is 
now purſued with ſucceſs. That ample 
leiſure, which the occupations of paſturage 
permit, is uſefully beſtowed on the loom 

by the inhabitants of that- Province, leſs 
collected in cities, than purſuing their in- 
duſtry in their ſmall tenements ſcattered 
at ſmall diſtances over the face of that 
populous country. The cloth of Lim- 
burg paſſes into Germany and other coun- 
tries, and makes an advantageous branch of 
commerce. Certain privileges, that are 
ſtill poſſeſſed by the drapers of Louvain, 
call to remembrance the woollen trade of 
that once flouriſhing city, ſo harſhly treated 
by the Duke Wenceſlaus. Succeeding Princes 
ſought, by the endowment of learned 
halls and ſtately colleges, to repair to this 
city a loſs which it ſtill teſtifies in its wide 
unpeopled bounds, and in the fields that 

are laid into tillage within its walls. 
H 4 The 
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2 


The metals, that are contained i in the 
Provinces of Namur | and Luxemburg, 
furniſh an exerciſe to the induſtry of theſe 
countries. The iron- works in particular 
of Namur employ numerous forges and 
furnaces, and produce. many articles that 
are uſeful to the natives, or that yield an 
advantage in the | rraffic with irangers. 
Coal, which abounds ! in that country and 


4 — 27 


in Haynault, and the wood of the Ardennes, 


ſupply an ample fuel to the forge and the 


ö WT 


furnace : 5 dhe river Meuſe yields alſo 
the benefit of a communication with 


F rance and Holland; a benefit that would 


be more ſenſibly felt, if the merchandiſe 


| tranſported by this river, wbich in its 


way to the Ocean paſſes through, many 
different States, and belongs now to Auſtria 
only i in a ſmall part of its courſe, was 
not ſubjegted to heavy and arbitrary duties. 
The productions of this iron- manufacture 


have been in late J much augmented, 


and 
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and a large field is open for future improve- 
ment. The Province of Namur poſſeſſes 
| the fame advantages: that are enjoyed by 
the bordering country of Liege, whoſe 
iron-works are of a very antient eſtabliſh. 
ment, a, which has long maintained 
a profitable commerce by the PII 
of fire-arms. 

A mine of calamine, a metal by = 
mixture with copper braſs is produced, 
gives 1ts name to a mountain in which it 
is found in the Province of Limburg, 
This mine, whoſe calamine i is of an excel- 
lent quality, the ſubject of early induſtry, | 
has been worked through many ages, in 
that country, In the fixteenth century, 
the workmen that were employed in dig- 
ging and refining the metal of Mount Ca- 
lamine, were ſo numerous, and were ſub- 
jedded to ſuch order in their various taſks, 
| that around the mountain was- exhivited 


the appearance. of a regular and well- 
governed 
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governed republic. On account of the 
religious troubles which aroſe at that time, 
many of the workmen forſook their dwell- 
ings at the foot of Mount Calamine, and 
retired to the neighbouring lands of Ger- 
many, where they were not diſturbed in their 
| religious worſhip. In theſe new ſeats they 
continued their induſtry, ſupplied . with 
calamine from the mountain. The race 
of theſe artificers are ſaid to continue the 
ſame occupation in their dwellings on the 
confines of Limburg, and the calamine 
of the mountains is ſtill conveyed to 
them. 5 . 
Various manufactures are eſtabliſhed in 
the cities of Flanders, Brabant, and Hay- 
nault; manufactures of ſilk, of cotton, 
of porcelain, of glaſs, and other fabrics, 
| which theſe Provinces poſſeſs in common 
with the neighbouring countries. Among 
the manufaQures of antient eſtabliſhment, 
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may be remarked ſome that are recorded to 


have been invented in theſe Provinces. 


Such is that manufacture of gilded or figur- 
ed leather; a fabric which formerly ſup- 
plied the apartments of | the great with a 
rich and laſting furniture, now leſs in uſe 
than formerly, though in ſome countries 
that faſhion is {till retained. Such is alſo 
the art of ſtained or painted glaſs; an in- 
vention well ſuited to the ſolemn gloom of 
Gothic temples, and which has been often 
uſed to delineate holy legend or ſcripture 
ſtory on the windows of religious edifices : | 


: « And ſtoried windows, richly dight, 
«© Caſting a dim religious light &.“ 


Many ſpecimens of this invention, which 


has exerciſed the ingenuity of the Flemiſh 
painters, are to be ſeen here in the churches 
and convents. The lapidary's ſkill, and 
the art of poliſhing diamonds, which an- 


Milton. 
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tiently brought great riches to Antwerp, 
ſull remain in that city, en with di- 
miniſhed profit“. 

The extenſion of commerce, the induſtry 


of the people, and the cheapneſs of labour 


in a plentiful country, promiſe to this 


country an increaſe of manufactures. Nei- 
ther have the cares of the preſent Sovereign 


been wanting to this important object. An 
enlightened Prince, who ſeeks to eſtabliſh 
manufactures in thoſe parts of his wide 
empire where they have never prevailed, 
neglects not to encourage their progreſs in 
Provinces in which they antiently ſub- 


* As an inſtance of that reſpect which the Princes of this 


country have paid to uſeful inventions, it may be re. 


marked, that the Emperor Charles the Fifth, with his ſiſter 
Mary of Hungary, did not diſdain to repair to Biervliet, in 
Flanders, to viſit the tomb of William benkelins, who in 
the fifteenth century found the ſecret of curing herrings ; a 
ſecret which much enriched the Netherlands, and of which 
Holland, fince the foundation of her Republic, has much 
availed herſelf. Britain, encompaſſed by the ſea, has not 
yet learnt to reap the ſame * from the W of 
William Benkelins. | 


Gifted 
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ſiſted in ſuch vigour, and where ſo many 
branches of art have had their origin. 


Many of the manufactures and fabries 


of the Auſtrian States are in the hands of 
thoſe communities of crafts and trades, 
whoſe inſtitution reaches back to a very 
early period, and which, admitted here to 
peculiar honour, form an effential and im- 
portant part of the conſtitution. The in- 
ſtitution of theſe incorporations, and the 
ample privileges beſtowed on them, con= 
tributed not a little to forward the progreſs 


of arts, in the rude ages in which theſe com- 


munities were eſtabliſhed. But many of 


[ the laws and ſtatutes of theſe incorpora- 
tions, al adapted to the preſent times, are 


found to be detrimental to the arts which 
they were firſt intended to forward. The 
preſent Sovereign has, in ſome inſtances, 
wiſely ſuſpended the exerciſe of theſe ſta- 
tutes, and may extend the ſame care with 
— to other objects of that kind. 

Diſad- 
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Diſadvantages 8 been alſo found i in Eng- 
land from the excluſive privileges granted 
to incorporations; and the example of 
thoſe towns where no incorporations are 
eſtabliſhed, has ſhewn that manufactures 
| ſucceed no where better than in places 
where no excluſive privileges have force, 
and where an open field is left to the in- 

duſtry of all. | 

. Tyranny and religious perſecution firſt 
tics the merchant and manufacturer 
to quit theſe lands, and to carry their 
wealth and {kill with them into diſtant 
countries. -A mild government, and that 
religious toleration which the preſent 
Sovereign has ſo nobly advanced here be- 
yond its former narrow limits, and beyond 
the example of other nations, now invite 
thoſe who are oppreſſed in other countries to 
take refuge in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
A powerful faction within the walls of 
Geneva, ſuſtained by the might and in- 
trigues 
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trigues of France, has ſubverted the antient 
conſtitution of that city; and France, 
that boaſts to have beſtowed liberty on the 
_ diſtant American, has impoſed ſervitude 
on this republic ſituated on her borders. 
The inhabitants of Geneva, deſerting in 


great numbers a country that 1s no longer. 


free, have diſperſed themſelves into differ- 
ent parts of Europe. A part of theſe 


citizens have fixed their abode at Bruſſels; 


and it is likely that the arts of that inge- 
nious people may alſo pals into the Flemiſh 


Provinces. 
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SECTION vi. 


No. country in Europe contains, within 


equal bounds, a greater number of ſpa- 


cious cities than are to be found in the 


Auſtrian Netherlands. The Spaniſh ſol- 


diers under the Duke of Alva, when they 
entered the Low- Countries, are ſaid to 
have cried out in aſtoniſhment, that Flan- 
ders was one continued city. l 
As the cities, from the immunities 
which they obtained, encouraged the pro- 
greſs of arts and commerce, fo alſo increa- 


ſing arts and traffic augmented the number 


and extent of cities, and filled them ſoon 


with numerous and wealthy inhabitants. 


Thoſe great cities, which in this country 


cover ſuch large ſpaces, and ſucceed to 
one another at ſo ſmall diſtances, owed 
their growth or foundation to that trade 
| and 
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and induſtry, which began to proſper here 


not long after the age of Charlemagne *. 
In the twelfth century Ghent was conſpicu- 


ous by her ſtately domes and towery pride, 
by her wealth and numerous people. The 
early treaſures amaſſed in theſe induſtrious 
communities, may be eſtimated from the 


large ſubſidies that they were wont to be- 
ſtow on their Princes. The cities of Bra- 


bant gave at one time to their Duke Wen- 
ceſlaus, diſcomfited in the unfortunate bat- 
tle of Bas-weller, in ithe fourteenth cen- 


tury, a ſubſidy of 300, ooo l. a vaſt ſum in 
thoſe times, when the precious metals were 
ſo rare, and when the rich mines of the 
New World were not yet found. The 


magnificence diſplayed on public ſolemni- 
ties was ſuited to this great opulence, and 


* Thirty cities or walled towns are counted in the Pro- 
vince of Flanders: Brabant poſſeſſes nearly an equal num- 
ber. Though theſe Provinces have been diſmembered by 
France and Holland, yet the greateſt part of theſe cities is 
contained in the Auſtrian Flanders and Brabant. 
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drew the wonder and envy of neighbour- 
ing Princes. When the Queen of France, 
the conſort of Philip the Fair, made her 
entry into Bruges in the thirteenth cen- 
tury, ſhe was aſtoniſhed at the finery and 
rich attire of the ladies of that city, and could 
not refrain from expreſſing her ſurprize, 
in terms that ſhewed her chagrin. ] 
thought (ſaid the haughty Princeſs) that 
I had been the only Queen here; but I per- 
ceire that there are fix hundred Queens 
at Bruges; and the deſpite which ſhe felt 
on this occaſion wrought afterwards, as 
the hiſtorian adds, . troubles to 
Flanders. | 
The populouſneſs 1 theſe communities 
added great force to the State. As in thoſe 
rude times the inhabitants of cities were 
trained to arms, and united martial proweſs 
with the induſtry of trades and mechanical 
arts, the Sovereign gained a mighty acceſ- 
hon. to his from the bands of 


brave 
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brave citizens that fought in his armies. 
The Count of Flanders was reſpected 
among Princes, by the warlike ſuccours 
vrhich he drew from his large and populous 
cities. Ghent alone is ſaid to have con- 
tained o, ooo fighting men within her 


walls. The Flemiſh were noted for their 


fierce and obdurate valour, and tried their 


ſtrength againſt France in many ſignal en- 
counters. The victory of Courtray, in 


the thirteenth century, where the troops 
of Flanders were led to battle by an artiſan 
of Bruges, and gave ſo notable an over- 
throw to the army of France, is a monu- 
ment of the courage and ſucceſs of the 
Flemings, i in WN their powerful 
ee . 


As 


A French Poet of the fourteenth century, William the 
| Briton, has deſcribed the ſuccour which Ferrand Count of 
Flanders drew from his cities of Flanders, and Artois, in 


that war which he waged with Philip-Auguſtus, King of 


France. The Latin verſes of William the Briton, not 
much to be admired on account of their elegance, deſerve 
Fn | attention, 
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As the cities by their wealth aud popu- 
louſneſs advanced the dignity of the Prince, 
= +46 


attention, as they record the early greatneſs of the Flemiſh 
Cities, and the arts which flouriſhed in them : that art of 
the clothier, which ſo much enriched Flanders, is not 
omitted: Ghent, ns Artas, Bruges, Liſle, are thus 
deſcribed: 
| Commis Gandavorum 
Turritis domibus, gazis, et gente ſuperba, 
Inſtructas armis, acies bis millia dena, 
Et plures, propriis expenſis donat eidem. 
Auxilium bello ſequitur non impare faſtu, 
Ipra colorandis gens prudentiſſima lanis, 
Execranda juvans legionibus arma duabus: 
Atrebatumque potens urbs, antiquiſſima, plena 
Divitiis, inhians lucris, et fœnore gaudens. 
. AS Tp Nec Brugia defuit illi, 
In firepitu tanto quin pluribus adjuvet illum : 
Brugia, quz caligis obnubat crura potentum, 
Frugibus et pratis dives, portuque propinquo. 
Inſula, poſt illos, nihilominus exerit arma, : 
Hoſtica non paucas armat in bella phalanges, 
Inſula, villa placens, gens callida lucra de 
Inſula, quæ nitidis ſe mercatoribus ornat, 
Regna coloratis illuminat extera pannis, 
Unde reportantur ſolidi, quibus illa ſuperbit. 
The other cities of Flanders and Artois have alſo a place 
in the verſes of this Poet. The iſſue of this war was not 
propitious to the Count of Flanders. Philip, who on ac- 
count 
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ſo alſo by their turbulent diſpoſition, and 
that republican ſpirit by which they were 
animated, they ſometimes overpowered the 
authority of their Sovereigns, as yet the 
' maſters of no wide domain. Popular 
leaders, by their influence in the great 
cities of Flanders, acquired ſuch an aſcen- 
dant as gave to them the entire manage- 
ment of the State. A remarkable inſtance 
occurs in the hiſtory of James Artevelde. 
That noted brewer of Ghent, and truſty 
ally and counſellor of Edward the Third, 
by his intereſt in the cities, drew all autho- 
rity to himſelf, and governed Flanders with a 


| more abſolute ſway than the Sovereign had 


ever exerciſed ; whilſt the Count of Flan- 
ders, Louis of Nevers, diſpoſſeſſed of his au- 
thority, was obliged to take refuge in France. 
A band of armed men accompanied Arte- 
count of his ſucceſſes obtained the title of Auguſtus, tri- 
umphed at the memorable battle of Bouvines over Ferrand, 
who had for his allies the Emperor Otto, and King John of 


England. | 
| 13 velde 


— 
5 
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Lelde in all places : : the public revenues 
were entirely at his diſpofal ; and, not 
contented to have engaged the Flemings in 


aàn alliance with the Engliſh King, in op- 


poſition to the will of his Sovereign, he 
had even conceived the bold idea of trans- 
ferring the ſovereignty of Flanders to the 
fon of Edward, the Black Prince. Ar length, | 


| the ambitious Artevelde was flain by thoſe 


citizens of Ghent whom he had ſo often ſtir- 
red up to arms. But the ſame power, and 


factious ſpirit, was renewed in his ſon, 


Philip Artevelde was no leſs formidable to 


Lovis of Male, the laſt Count of Flanders, | 


than his father had been to Louis of Nevers, 
and in the fields of Roſebec had the bold- 
neſs to give battle to his Sovereign, who 
was accompanied by the Duke of Burgundy 
his ſon- in-law ,by tlie young King of France 


: Charles the Sixth, and the whole flower of 
the French Nobility. Even when the 


authority of the Prince was enlarged, and 
when 
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when the N etherlands were united under 


one powerful maſter, the bold and muti- 


nous ſpirit of theſe cities was not repreſſed. 


The powerful Dukes of Burgundy, Philip 
the Good, and Charles the Bold, were. 
abliged to take arms againſt the rebellious 
cities of Flanders ; and the choleric Charles 


was conſtrained ſometimes to ſuppreſs the 


reſentment that he felt on account of theſe 


tumults. Maximilian of Auſtria was de- 
tained ſome months a priſoner by the fac- 
tious inhabitants of Bruges, Neither the 
power of Charles the Fifth and the terror 


of his name, nor that peculiar affection 


which Ghent entertained for him as born 
| within her walls, was ſufficient to deter 
the citizens of Ghent from that dangeraus 
revolt, in which they ſought to withdraw 
_ themſelves from obedience to their Sove- 
reign, and to admit into their city his 
rival, Francis the Firſt, 
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The Flemiſh cities are now greatly fallen 


from that high degree of ſplendour which 


they diſplayed in former ages. | Thoſe buſy 
throngs that were employed in works of 
art, and whole free ſpirit ſometimes dege- 


nerated into licentiouſneſs, diſappeared 


when commerce departed from this ſhore, 
and dejection and ſolitude overipread thoſe 
once crouded ſeats of induſtry and trade. 
The felicity of the preſent times has awak- 
ened a more active ſpirit in the cities, 


which of late have received many embel- 


liſhments, and improvement. The number 


of inhabitants alſo has increaſed, although 


much inferior to the multitude that theſe 
cities formerly contained, and little pro- 
portioned t to the wide ſpace that their walls 
ſurround. 

Bruſſels, 3 the — of the 
Dukes of Brabant and Burgundy, and 


ſince the dee of the Governor of thoſe 


* 


Provinces, 
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Provinces, and the ſeat of a Court, may be 
eſteemed the capital of the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands. Bruſſels, pleaſantly fituated, 
riſes from a plain through which the river 
Senne paſles, and where the city took its. 
beginuing, aſcending a hill on whoſe emi- 
nence its faireſt buildings are placed, and 
that overlooks a wide and beautiful pro- 
ſpect. In the moſt elevated part of the city 
ſtood the antient palace of the Dukes of 
| Burgundy, afterwards noted for that ſo- 
lemn abdication which Charles the Fifth 
here made of his empire, conſumed by fire 
about the middle of this century. The 
fair buildings that have been erected lately 
in the quarter where that antient palace 
ſtood, and the embelliſhments that have 
been beſtowed on the park adjacent to the 
palace, have added a great ornament to 
Bruſſels. The Council of Brabant holds 
its ſeat in an edifice ſuited to the dignity of 

that tribunal. A ſpacious canal, the work 
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of the ſixteenth century, extends from 
Bruſſels, and joins the river Scheld, which, 
though not open to the veſſels of theſe Pro- 
vinces where it enters the ſea, yet yields a 
communication with Holland, and by the 
canals of Flanders with the ocean. By 
this canal the city carries on a growing 
traffic; and at a diſtance from the ocean, 
where no navigable river paſſes, a port is 
ſeen crouded with veſſels not of the ſmalleſt 
burden. The French, when maſters of 
Bruſſels, reſpected the lofty trees of the 
Cours, or Allee Verte, which borders this 
ſpacious canal. The outlets of this city lead 
on all fides into a fair and fruitful country, 
ſtretched into plains, or rifing in gentle 
acclivities. The woods of Soigne at a 


ſmall diſtance ſpread into a wide extent, 


whoſe pleaſing ſcenes have afforded to the 
Flemiſh painters many ſubjects for their 
compoſitions. Bruſſels is now eſteemed | 
the moſt e city in the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands. 
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therlands. The inhabitants have been 
lately numbered, and are found to amount 
to nearly a hundred thouſandF. 

Situated in fruitful plains, by the ſide of 
' rivers and navigable canals, the Flemiſh 
cities were well placed for ſuſtaining thoſe 
| multitudes that they once contained, and 
for purſuing that commerce by which they 
were ſoon diſtinguithed. . The free fairs, 


* Bentivoglio has defcribed this city and the country 
around: O quanto mi piace Bruſſeles et queſto ſito. 
GSiace in grembo d'un piano, al falir d'un colle, et da 
quella parte che ſi va alzando, Jo feci la mia entrata, et 
non ho mai veduta Scena piu bella. II paeſe al intorno 
e ameniflimo, et ora di mezzo — ride la primavera 
nei prati.“ | 
The principal cities of this country have been diſtin- 
guiſhed by appellations that . aptly enough characteriſe 
them. Thus Bruſſels is named the noble, bruges the 
antient, Ghent the great, Antwerp the wealthy, Louvain 
the learned, Mechlin the neat. The city of Mechlin was 
particularly cheriſhed by the Dukes of Burgundy, who 
erected here a celebrated tribunal, or council, named by 
diſtinction the Great Council, which antiently poſſeſſed a 
. wider juriſdiction, and to which appeals are ftill carried 
| from the Councils of Flanders and Namur, 
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whoſe origin is very antient, and of which, 
though now of leſs utility, the remains are 
ſtill to be found here, contributed greatly 
to the progreſs of commerce, as well as to 
the growth of the cities of the Low-Coun+ 
tries. Baldwin, Count of Flanders, ob- 
tains the praiſe of having granted free fairs 
to many of his cities in the tenth century, 
when the precious metals were yet ſo 
ſcarce, that commercial mtercourſe was 
commonly carried on by barter. In'an age 
when commerce was ſo much oppreſſed by 
the feudal tyranny, the merchants were 
encouraged to repair to free fairs, where, 
by the favour of Princes, they poſſefied 
opportunities of traffic, with ſecurity to 
themſelves and their effects. The various 
merchandiſe diſplayed at the free fairs, 
drew the reſort of ſtrangers from diſtant 
parts, who found there many articles of uſe 
or ornament, | which, at a time when traf- 
fic was ſo little diffuſed, they ſought for 1 in 


vain 
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vain in other places. Amuſement, no leſs 
than convenience, attracted the multitude. 
The merchants were accompanied by co- 
medians and muſicians, who entertained 
the croud with ſhows and interludes, that 
they might the more eaſily allure them to 
lay out their money in merchandiſe x. 
Such were the firſt rude eflays of commerce; 
and from theſe beginnings the free fairs 
grew into high repute, enlarging and en- 
riching the cities in which they were held. 
The fairs of Bruges and Antwerp were of 
principal note, and drew a vaſt confluence 
of ſtrangers. The ingenious Eraſmus, 
who beheld this country in its moſt bril- 
liant age, under Charles the Fifth, has 
laid the ſcene of a lively dialogue in a 
journey to the fair of Antwerp. 

The ſtately edifices that are found in 
theſe ſpacious cities, which at preſent are 
* The entertainments of Bartholomew Fair, now abridged 


| by the * had a like * Eft 
Not 


r 

eee 
enn 
r . * 


ö 


e 


. 1 e 
ad LS ICE, I Won af %.. t 
8 TE. > Wy P 


cw BE TOS Fs 
ER 


BY NE 
WP © 
r 
ED N 
REP 
4 & 


ef 28+" Kft * FS: ers x , Ps Ke wy _ - — 
nu 5 ON. my * n 2 R *. _ N r EY" 4 „ oy 8 = ä = FEI l 
LY Za * 8 e * E R 28 N e A * W4v Fs Eren Nr W Den ernennen MAW a PT 
4 N a, 1 ey of r N e S > 8 8. - Is #28 Ts #5.) Eb 8. vv... ee + OC ITT Ir * ee Tax! n . 5 o NO 0. 2f Ts Fr cone 4 4, ene 
EOS OE eee ee f 88 e e 0-9 BRADY RPF 77 er Wee . Poponks F- . 20 RY DPF LEO oo : , Gs GE Ie I Se BE Ee a BR a 
5 ag GTA pi. AD n * 2 7 3 3 Ns rr . , - 2 5 — þ . r * N 1 $442) cry PI Fe 5 r Bangs + s 5 SG e oY N * 4 88 9 MOEN gw "x et 3% IS . 
- e p Y r SOM N . 2 f N 5 4 AL 8 - i, 8 "3 Ys 4 193 ee 8 KG If KEY CORE we LITE > as eve he Be 3 Ms { 138 ne Seay gh Wav ett 1 eee 3 
e . 5 f — . , St 5 0 os Nt Sr We ao, A r eee ir / ß o/ / roms grovgram 
b $ - *. N L * K ls * / * 4 1 138 n YO, 5 2 * ” . 4 8 
Y * 5 W : hs 8 | 
„ : 
* ” 


—— . 


126 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF 


not ſurpaſſed by many, and antiently were 


inferior in beauty to none, of the 


| cities of the neighbouring countries, have | 


been often noticed and deſcribed with great 
particularity. In a country noted for her 
munificence to the church, and for the 
ſplendour of religion, ſtately convents and 
noble temples, decorated with ſculptures 
and paintings, the works of the great 


Flemiſh maſters, make no ſmall part of 


the pride of the cities. The ſplendid 
abbey of St. Peter, whoſe abbot holds a 


high rank in Flanders, adorns the city of 


Ghent: the admired paintings of Rubens 


give peculiar diſtinction to the noble cathe- 


dral of Antwerp. The Stad-houſe, or 
Guild-hall, venerable for the moſt part by 


its Gothic architecture, and ornamented 


with the ſtatues of the antient Princes of 
the country, is always a diſtinguiſhed edi- 


fice in cities, which fo early acquired the 
form and authority of ſmall republics, and 


to 
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to whoſe magiſtrates ſuch important func- 
tions are committed, The edifices that 


belong to the Companies of Arts and 


Trades, which poſſeſs here ſo much influ- 
ence, and without whoſe conſent no ſub- 


fidy can be granted to the Prince, are alſo 


conſpicuous buildings, diſtinguiſhed ſome- 
times by whimſical names, and a whim- 


ſical architecture +, The early rights that 


were acquired by cities, drawing the vil- 
lagers to ſeek an abode within their walls, 
increaſed the number of citizens. - Op- 
preſſed by their feudal Lords, the inhabitants 
of the country gladly wandere from the 


I Thus the edifice belonging to the Company of Mari- 


ners, at Bruſſels, is ſo conſtructed, that its upper lden re- 
ſembles perfectly the ſtern of a ſhip. 


Inſtances of little ornaments and conceits in architecture 
and ſculpture are not unuſual here. The chronogram diſ- 
| plays itſelf pompoully, in capital letters, in the inſcriptions 
of moſt public buildings, and haunts even temples and 
altars. In churches, the ſculptor has employed his art in 


the decoration of the pulpit, which, for the moſt part, pre- 


ſents an allegory or ſcripture hiſtory executed with curious 
workmanſhip. 


lands 


—— 
77 
5 3 
Is2 
, 2 
$7. 
RS + 
£ Dy 
*F 
= 
*3 18 
_— 
* a 5 
+ — 
= 
>= 
bu; A, 
= 
I 
K * 1 
3 ' 
"2% : 
* <p 
2 * 
35 BY: 
+58 
: — 
4 
1 
5 
* » 
#5 
* 
9 * 
. 1 
8 Is 
* 8 
= 2 
1 
"it 8 
* 77 
EN "RE 
* i) 
5 % 4 
2 
x3 } 
Gy 
4 7 
7 "SE! 
= 
9 . 
3 15 
"i 4 
-* 4 
= br 
= 
2 
1 
wh. - 
38 
** : 
3 
bs - 
N 
. 
* 
= 
=_ 
33 
1 
1 
XxX 
Q #, ; 
-— 
—=- 
* ; 
=. 
_— 
_-. 
_ 
* 
N 
"4 
YN 
2 4 
— = 
"= 
. 4 
732 
1 N 
14 50 
"SY 
£ 2 
Ko 
* * al 
_ 
0 1 
1 
DS 
0 * $ 
3 
oa 
©; 

: 115 
ER 
4 
8 We 

* 
LY 
' 


E 2 
6 
2 


. 
Me SIC IAC INS ] ꝗ OM ge, .., - 
N : Er n S 
n 1 ah 


ne 
* Top 2 £ 12 


n 
i 


_ . — 

e meager vyoucy 
eee A 00s 
77. og, Ra owls 

P 
r 1 ths ö 


we bs. n 
3 1 
8 


128 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF 


lands of haughty Barons, to enter into 
cities, where they were under the juriſ- 

diction of their own Magiſtrates, and 
where, by the exerciſe of trades and crafts, 
they acquired property and conſideration in 


the State. The Princes alſo, willing to 
diminiſh the power of the great Barons, 
and to leſſen the number of their vaſſals, 


were not diſpleaſed that the villagers de- 
ſerted the lands of their Lords, and by 
ordinances gave countenance to their ſettle- 
ment in cities. In the time of Henry the 
Firſt, Duke of Brabant, who began to 
reign in the end of the twelfth century, | 


it was already grown into a law, that all 


who had inhabited the city for a year and a 
day were entitled to partake of its privileges, 


and could not be reclaimed by their Lords. 


By degrees liberty was extended to the 


country, and the villages in imitation of 


the cities obtained the privilege, that the 


* of judging ſhould be transferred 
from 
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from the lord, or his bailiff, to the village- 
magiſtracy. But the rights acquired in 
the country were not ſo conſiderable as in 
the cities, to whoſe privileges may be 
aſcribed in a great degree the liberty that 
theſe Provinces have enjoyed through ſo 
many ages. e Db 55 

In the Flemiſh cities are ſtill to be 
found the remains of thoſe military bands, 
and orders, in which all the inhabitants 
were formerly enrolled, and trained to 
martial exerciſes. Theſe bands of war- 
like citizens, who together with the 
| feudal vaſſals accompanied the Prince to 
the field, and fought under their own 
banners, ſtrengthened, as has been re- 
marked, the power of the Sovereign ; and 
the privileges obtained by cities were ſome- 
times beſtowed, in return for the eminent | 
ſervices performed by the citizens in battle, 
Neither were theſe military bands led from 
their eities to war, by the mere will of the 
" 5 Prince. 


130 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF 


Prince. In the beginning of the fifteenth 
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century, when the citizens of Bruſſels, 


ſummoned by Antony of Burgundy Duke 
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of Brabant, had aflembled in arms, being 
informed by their magiſtrate, that their 
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Prince, from pride or from obſtinacy, re- 
fuſed to declare againſt what enemy he 
intended to lead them, they withdrew 
from the ſtandard of the Duke, and left 
him with his feudal vaſſals to purſue the 
war againſt the Duke of Gelderland, 
whoſe name he had refuſed to diſcloſe. The 
military ſervice of the cities has long fince 
fallen into diſuſe? ; but conteſts in archery 


and 


1 The want of exact diſcipline among the bands of 
citizens, and that good cheer which they were accuſtomed 
to make at home, and did not eafily renounce in the camp, 

proved ſometimes a difadvantage in war. Froiſſart has 
drawn a lively picture of the Burghers of Bruſſels, at the 
battle of Bas-weiler, where Wenceſlaus Duke of Brabant 
was overthrown by the Duke of Juliers. | 
NAutour du Duc eſtoient, ſur les champs, ſes Brucellois, 
montes les aucuns a cheval, et leurs valets par derriere 
eux, qui portoient flaſcons et bouteilles de vin, trout- 
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and other exerciſes that ſtill return at ſtated 


times, recall the memory of that antient 


warfare, and of thoſe inſtitutions by which 


the citizens were formerly trained to 


arms. The Princes of the country have 
ſometimes engaged in theſe exerciſes, and 


have not been diſpleaſed to carry away 


the prize: an annual proceſſion ſtill cele- 


ſces à leurs ſelles, et auſſi, parmi ce, fourrage et paſts 
de ſaumons, de truites, et d'anguilles, enveloppees. de 
belles petites touailles; et enſognoient la durement ces 
gens la place de leurs chevaux, tant qu'on ne ſe pouvoit 
aider de nul coſte. Done dit Girard de Bies au Duc, Sire, 
commande que la place ſoit vuide de ces chevaux. Ils 
nous empeſchent trop grandement : nous ne pouvons 
veoir autour de nous, n'avoir la congnoiflance de Pavant- 
garde, ni de Parriere-garde de voſtre Mariſchal Meffire 
Robert de Namur.” — <« Je le vueil,” dit le Duc, et le 
commanda. Adonc prit Girard ſon glaive entre ſes 
mains, and auffi firent ſes compagnons, et commencerent 
a frapper ſur les bacinets et ſur les chevaux; et tantoſt 
la place en fut delivree, car nul ne vouloit volontiers veoir 


bon courſier navrer ne mehaigner.“ Girard de Bies did 


well with his ſword to clear the ground, and to repreſs 
this croud of Bruſſelers, who embarraſſed the army, 


and had brought ſuch ample ſtore of refreſhments for 


thenafaives into the field, | | 
K 2 „ 
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# 


brates the triumph that the Infanta Iſabella 
. obtained by her ſkill in archery. | 

As in the cities the inhabitants were 
enrolled in bands for the exerciſe of arms, 
and in companies for the proſecution. of 
| trades, fo alſo they were diſpoſed into 
ſocieties that cultivated the elegant and 
liberal arts. Theſe ſocieties, diſtinguiſhed 
by fanciful names, as the Roſe, the Peony, 
the Fountain, took in a large part of the 
citizens, and made at times public exhi- | 
bitions, in which they entertained their 
Princes with dramatic repreſentations, 
and emblematic ſhews, according to the 
taſte of thofe days, and, inſtituting literary 
conteſts, and beſtowing prizes, animated 
the ingenious to excel in eloquence and 
poeſy. On certain occaſions, theſe ſocie- 
ties from all the cities were ſummoned to 
aſſemble together, when, vying with each 
other in ſplendor, in theſe times of opu- 
lence, they diſplayed an extraordinary mag- 
niſicence. 


THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS, 133 


nificence. A contention was then held 


between them in trials of eloquence and 


diſplays of genius, as well as in the pride 
of ſhews and pageants, and prizes were 
aſſigned to thoſe that were judged to excel. 
Aſſemblies of that kind were cuſtomary at 
the acceſſion of their Princes. The Flemiſh 
writers have related a pompous exhibition 
of this ſort, at the acceſſion of Philip the 
Second, when the Marygold of Bruſſels, 
the Peony of Mechlin, and the Roſe of 


Louvain, with other ſocieties, repaired in 


| great pomp to Antwerp, by the invitation 
of the Violet of Antwerp. The various ſo- 
cieties gained various prizes, and the Peony 
and the Roſe were not undiſtinguiſhed. 
| The prize of magnificence was adjudged to 

the Marygold of Bruſſels, on account of 
that ſplendid proceſſion of cars and horſe- 
men and proud pageants that graced. her 


entry. With ſuch feſtivities theſe Pro- 


vinces honoured the acceſſion of Philip the 
K"2 Sͤeccond, 
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Second, little foreſeeing the calamities that 
awaited them in the reigr, of that Prince. 
© The cities of this country, which has fo 
often been the theatre of wars, have been 
renowned by the ſieges that they ſuſtained, 
and by the ſtrong fortifications with which 
they were begirt. In the long wars which 
were waged i in Flanders, during the reign 
of Louis the Fourteenth, theſe ſtrong 
places were beſieged alternately by the arms 
of that Prince, and by the arms of the allied 
— powers that withſtood the ambition of 
France. The beſiegers and beſieged ex- 
hauſted all the reſources of the military art 
in the attack and defence of the cities, and 
the ſkill of the greateſt engineers was diſ- 
played in ſtrengthening their fortifications. 
The ſieges of Mons, of Tournay, of Ath, 
are celebrated in the hiſtory of theſe times: 
Namur, taken by Louis the Fourteenth, 
and afterwards retaken by his rival King 
William, furniſhed a theme to the contend- 
ing 
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ing wits of England and France. During 
| theſe conteſts, while the cities paſſed gh: 


ternately from one maſter to another, they 


experienced many calamities of war. Their 


inhabitants were diſturbed in their peace- 
ful induſtry by inceſſant ſieges, and. their 


buildings were laid in ruins by the batteries 


of the aſſailants. Four thouſand houſes | 


and fourteen churches at Bruſſels were re- 


duced to aſhes, at the end of the laſt cen- 


tuary, when that city was bombarded by 


the Marſhal Villeroy, who thus aveng- 


ed the cities on the coaſts of France 


bombarded by the fleets of England. Lux- 


emburg and Charleroy ſhared the ſame 
fate with Bruſſels. The invaſion of 
the Auſtrian Netherlands by Louis the 
Fifteenth, was alſo deſtructive to the 


Flemiſh cities, compelled to yield to the 


fierce artillery of the Marſhal Saxe. 

- Theo preſent Sovereign of theſe Pro- 

vinces, adopting a new ſyſtem, has com- 
K 4 manded 
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manded the cities to be diſmantled, and 
the fortifications by which they were ſur- 
rounded to be deſtroyed. This order has 
been carried into execution. Theſe high 
works, raifed with ſo much labour and 
expence, are overthrown, the deep ditches 
are filled up, and fruitful crops are already 
gathered from the ground, that was 

poſſeſſed by baſtions and ravelins. Of the 

ie many cities of the Flemiſh Provinces, Lux- 
enmburg alone, counted among the ſtrongeſt 
fortreſſes of Europe, remains fortiſied to- 5 

wards Fran ce, and Antwerp towards Hol- 

. Bo | 

 Motives of no ſlight weight are ſaid to 
have determined the Sovereign to take this 
meaſure. Theſe cities of vaſt extent are 
not to be garriſoned but by numerous bat- 
talions: even with a ſtrong garriſon, where 
their bounds are ſo wide, they may not be 
able long to reſiſt, in an age in which the 
art of beſieging is ſo much advanced; and 
| if 
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of they are ſurrendered, the numerous bat- 
talions by which they were garrifoned, 


made priſoners of war, are loſt to the State, 


and the Sovereign wages war with dimi- 


niſhed force. If the cities now diſmantled 


preſent no obſtacle to invaders, yet they 


afford no ramparts or entrenchments by 
which an enemy can be covered. The 
Imperial armies advance to the ſuccours of 
the Provinces; and the enemies, if worſted 


in the field, cannot maintain themſelves in 


a country where there are no ſtrong holds. 


This ſyſtem has been purſued with ſucceſs 
in other parts, and may well be adopted 
with regard to this country, by a Sovereign 
who poſſeſſes dominions ſo vaſt and ſo far 
removed from this flender partof his States, 
and whoſe armies, though mighty, muſt 
neceſſarily be ſtationed near the center of his 
Empire. The learned in the engineer's art 
behold with regret the demolition of theſe 
_ fortifications, maſter- pieces of the {kill of 
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Cohorn and Vauban ; but they who love 
the repoſe of mankind, are not diſpleaſed 
with a ſyſtem that leſſens the horrors of 
war, and exempts from ſome part of its 
calamities the induſtrious inhabitants of 


cities. 


e 
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SECTION VII. 


COMMERCE and manufacture have 
declined in the Auſtrian Netherlands, but 
agriculture is undecayed. The populouſ- 


neſs of the cities is diminiſhed, but the 
number of inhabitants in the country is 


augmented beyond the parallel of paſt 


times. Even in the moſt flouriſhing time 
of theſe Provinces, under the Dukes of 


Burgundy and the firſt Princes of the 


Auſtrian line, the appearance of the coun- 


try in regard to culture and population did 


not equal ts preſent ſtate. 


The natives of this region betook them- 


ſelves at an early time to the art of huſ- 


bandry, to which they were invited by a 
ſoil well adapted to vegetation, and by the 


happy 
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happy temperature of the climate. In ages 
when only a rude tillage was known 1n the 
neighbouring countries, agriculture had at- 
tained here toa great degree of perfection, 
and had gained that firm poſſeſſion of the 
foil which it has ſince kept. The fertility 
of Flanders was not ſubdued by the ravages 
of war itſelf. Even in the laſt century, in 
that moſt unproſperous period when the 
other arts of the Flemiſh Provinces ſunk 
and fell into decline, agriculture ſtill re- 
tained its vigour: but during the long 
tranquillity which the preſent century has 
afforded, this art has acquired a new acti- 
vity, and has advanced theſe lands to a Rill | 
higher ſtate of improvement. Where the | 
tillage was imperfect, a more complete 
huſbandry has taken place: large tracts 
that were formerly wafte have been ſub- 
jected to the plough : the villages have in- 
created in extent and in number, and a 
degree of populouſneſs is found in ſome 
of 
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of theſe Provinces, that is not perhaps ſur- 


paſled in any part of Europe. 

The rural ſcene preſents here pleaſing 
ptoſpects on all ſides, fields crowned with 
fruitful crops, meadows covered with nu- 
merous herds, neat and commodious farm- 
houſcs ſet ſingly or in groupes, chearful 
and erouded villages embowered among 


trees, and divided from each other by (mali 


intervals. Between ſuch fair landſcapes 


wind the rivers, or extend the clear canals 


of Flanders and Brabant. The bounty of 
the land is diffuſed in decent competence 
through all the multitude that inhabits it; 
and the looks of the labourer, his whole- 
. ſome fare and neat dwelling, expreſs that 
he has his ſhare of that plenty with which 
| his induſtry crowns the fields. 


Agriculture flouriſhes greatly in Brabant 


and Haynault, but it is in the Province of 
Flanders that this art has attained its 


higheſt praiſe. Here were made the ear- 
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lieſt improvements of huſbandry. In theſe 
rich plains, the plough, long held in vene- 
ration, has left the feweſt ſpaces waſte or 
unemployed; and the huſbandman's art, 
aided here by long experience and purſued 
with conſtant induſtry, exhibits moſt the 
extent of its power in the copious produc- 
tions that it calls forth from the earth. 
The fields of Flanders never repoſe or 
| be fallow, yet the rich ſoil fails not to re- 
pay the care of the farmer by a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of fruitful crops. Nor is he 
fatisfied only with the crops that the ſum- 
mer ripens. Soon as the harveſts are ga- 
thered, the earth receives again into its | 
boſom new ſeeds or plants, and new crops 
of greens and vegetables ariſe, that cover 
the fields through the autumn and the 
winter months, till the ſpring warns to 
prepare the ground for the enſuing ſeaſon. 
Such 1s the fertility which theſe lands de- 
rive from the natural goodneſs of the ſoil, 
. from 
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from the rich manure which numerous 
cities and villages beſtow, and from excel- 
lent methods of agriculture; but above all, 
from the patient toil of the huſbandman, 
who labours in theſe fields with unequalled 
induſtry and pains; ; 


Exercetque frequens tellurem, atque imperat arvis. 


The farms in Flanders are ſmall, rarely 


exceeding fifty acres, and frequently con- 
tracted within a narrower bound. Set at a 


ſmall diſtance from each other in the center 


of their reſpective farms, as is often the 


caſe here, the tarm-houles, when ſeen 


from ſome eminence, preſent a continued 


village, and exhibit a picture of great po- 


pulation. The ſmall extent of the farms 
has been thought, and not without reaſon, 
to have contributed much to the exact cul- 
ture and populouſneſs of Flanders. In a 
| ſmall farm, each part ſeen by the eye of 


the maſter has 1 its due rillage : : the work of 
hufbar: dry 
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huſbandry ; is chiefly performed by the fars 
mer and his family, who ſpare no pains to 
cultivate that field which affures their ſub- 
ſiſtence; and the glebe, ſubdued and ma- 
nured with aſſiduous cure, makes a large 
return to that labour which is beſtowed on 
its culture. A vaſt population ſprings up, 
and the land is covered with the dwellings 
of a multitude of cultivators, who find 
each in the produce of that ſmall farm 
which he tills, a decent and comfortable 


= WS 
— Ed 
"4, 8 


maintenance. It happens otherwiſe in a 


w „ country where the farms are of wide ex- 


tent. In a large farm, many parts are 
overlooked or neglected, and a more negli- 


gent culture is beſtowed by hired labourers, 


more remiſs and leſs intereſted in the crop. 


The great farmer is placed in a ſtate of 


higher plenty, and his dwelling, his furni- 


ture, and table expreſs his opulence ; but 


While he enjoys this affluence, and while 


luxury gains admittance among a rank of 
: 8 men 
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men to whoſe condition it is ill-ſuited, the 
populouſneſs of the country decays, the 
number of induſtrious cultivators is dimi- 
niſhed, and extreme indigence is often 
found in the dwellings of the cottagers that 
inhabit around. . 

The other Provinces have remarked the 
advantages which Flanders has derived 
from the ſmall extent of the farms, and 
have imitated that example. The States 
of Haynavlt have, by an expreſs law, 
limited the extent of the farms in that 
Province, and have ordained, that no farm 
ſhall contain a larger ſpace than a hundred 
and fifty acres. | The good effects of this 
regulation, which was made about thirty 
years ago, have been ſenſibly found. Since 


that time, the fields in Haynault are more 


completely cultivated, the lands are not 
permitted to lie fallow, the country has 
become more populous, and the villages, 


increaſing, draw nearer to each other. 
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The States of Brabant and Namur meditate 
b by a ſimilar law to circumſcribe the extent 
of farms i in theſe Provinces. That part of 
Brabant which is called the Walloon Bra- 
bant, is a country caſt into large farms, 
and from that circumſtance is leſs populous, 
and more imperfectly cultivated, than other 
parts of that Province where the {mall 
farms obtain. | 
As contrary practice has for ſome time 
paſt prevailed in England, where the num- 
ber of ſmall farms is diminiſhed, and where 
the proprietors of eſtates have in frequent 
. inſtances adopted the plan of laying many 
| ſmall farms into one large farm. Agri- 
culture has not profited by this alteration. 
The glebe, ſtinted in its tillage where a 
ſingle maſter graſps a large extent of fields, 
| has not yielded more abundant harveſts ; 
and the markets, leſs amply provided in 
ſome important articles, miſs that ſupply 
which they were accuſtomed to draw from 
the 


LS 
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the ſmall farms. The poptleuſiicls of the 


country has fallen. While the manſion 
of the great farmer has riſen more oſten- 


tatiouſly, thoſe numerous tenements that 
were ſcattered through the fields, or that 


encircled the chearful green, have diſap- 
peared, ind the deſerted village has fur» 
niſhed a theme for the poet's ſong: The 


antient tenant; finding no occupation in the 


fields where he has ſperit his youth, and 
not caring, as a mercenary, to plough that 


land which he formerly rented, forſakes 


his native ſhore, and ſeeks with his family 


another climate where his induſtry may be 
better requited. Other diſadvantages may 
be numbered, that have flowed from this 


practice. Let it be remarked as an article 
of ſome moment, that the firm and inde- 
pendent ſpirit of a bold peaſantry is better 


nouriſhed among that. rank of men by 
whom ſmall farms are occupied, than 
5 among 
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among ſervile labourers who. perform the 


taſks of huſbandry i in larger farms *. 


The country of Waſs, a diſtrict lying 


along the northern bank of the Scheld be- 
love Ghent (the ſcene autiently of wars be- 
5 tween the Counts of Flanders and of Hol- 

land, and through which in later times 
: the Prince of Parma, in the memorable 
fiege of Antwerp, drew a canal that ſtill. 

remains), 1s the pride of Flanders: in reſpect 


of culture and Population. Vet the ſoil of 


the country of Waſs 1 is in many parts un- 
grateful, and equals not in general the 
goodneſs, of ſoil of other parts of Flanders: 
but, | divided into lender heritages, and par- 
5 celled out into ſmall farms that often do 
not exceed twenty acres, / fertilized. by rich 
manure, and ſubdued by the unceafing 

- : 925 A bind and e Batu ref, Bruſ. 
ſels, the Abb< Mann, hoſe ſtudies have been long directed 
to the ſtate of the Avftrian Netherlands, has treated this 


T argument of great and ſmall farms, in Eſſays publiſhed in 
the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Bruſſels. 


labour 
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labour of the peaſant, who here, imitating 


the gardener's (kill, applies the ſpade and 
the hoe, no leſs than the plough, to the 
culture of his narrow field, this diſtrict 
ſurpaſſes all the tracts of this fruitful re- 
gion in the abundance of its crops. A vaſt 
population is found in this territory, whoſe 
villages are equal to large cities. St. 
Nicholas, and Lockeren, villages of the 


country of Was, contain each not leſs 


than 10,000 inhabitants 


The Province of F landers, now ſo culti- 


vated, wore antiently a far different aſpect. 
The vaſt foreſt of the Ardennes, of w hich 


there are yet ſome flender remains here in 


the pleaſant wood of Wynendale and other 
ſmaller woods, then overſpread all that 
region: the firſt Counts of F landers, on 
account of the deep foreſts that covered 
their domain, were named the Foreſters of 
Flanders. Marſhes alſo and ſtagnant wa- 
ters abounded. A moilt ſky added to the 
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| natural bumidity: of the 1 and the Scheld 
and other rivers, as yet unreſtrained by 
dykes, and keeping no certain bed, over- 
flowed the leyel face of the country. 
Agriculture and the art of man have : 
wrought the mighty change that is now 
ſeen. The Monks, who in early times 
united ruſtic labour with conternplation 
and Prayer. introduced the firſt rude. 
tillage. Thoſe fertile fields that ſurround 
the monaſtic houſes were in their original 
ſtate wild and ſavage tracts, that were 
cleared of their woods, and ſubdued to cul. | 
ture, by religious hands. The violence of 
a barbarous age reſpected the labour of holy 
men: feudal Lords beheld with ſurprize the 
effects of induſtry, and lands were beſtowed 
on the monaſteries, as the charters by 
which they are granted expreſs, that they 
might be rendered fruit ful by the kill of 
the Monks. : The fathers of the convent, 
extending their lands and gaining new fields 
. from 
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from the wilderneſs, aſſociated other hands 


in their toil; aud around the monaſtery 


roſe frequent cottages, the habitations of 


labourers, the beginning of populous vil- 
lages, and ſometimes of flouriſhing cities *. 
- 2. - ; Agricultare 


* Theinduſtry of the Monks in Flanders had begun in 


the ſeventh century. Among the Apoſtles of the Chriſtian | 


faith at that time in Flanders was St. Livin, a native of 
Scotland, whoſe memory Ghent ſtill venerates, and who fell 
a martyr to his zeal in Holtham, now Hautheim, a diſ- 
trict of Flanders not far from Ghent. The Latin verſes of 
St. Livin ſtill remain; from which it appears that Holtham, 
which, in the antient language of Flanders as well as of 
England, ſignifies a woody dwelling, bad at that time been 
improved by the labour of the Monks, and that fruitful 
| fields had ſuce ceeded to the deep woods from which Holtham 


took its name. The verſes of St. Livin are written from 
a ſolitude, into which he had retired from the rage of his 
perſecutors, and where he was ſupplied with nouriſhment by | 


the monaſtery of Ghent. ; - 

Ganda parat gremium, quo me fovet ubere d 

Iavi itat, mulcet, 5 amat, refov et. 

Hæc quoque dum 98 properans agitator afell 

Munere nos ſolito pondere laſſus edit : 

Ruris delicias offert, cum lacte butyrum, 

Ovaque, caſeoli, plena caniſtra premunt. 

The large poſſeſſions that were beſtowed on the antient 

| monaſtery of Ghent, the foundation of its noble cathedral 


L. 4 | dedicated 
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Agriculture thus introduced by the 
Monks, made a rapid progreſs as the yoke 


of feudal oppreſſion became lighter, and as 


the Peaſants acquired privileges, by which 


they ws ſecured from the violence of | 
their Lords. The cities of F landers rifing 


in trade and arts, afforded a great encou- 


ragement to agriculture. | . The Merchant, 


adventurous in commerce, by which he 


was enriched, exerted the ſame enterpriſing - 


ſpi pirit in cultivation: 4 the Nobles, that they 
might procure thoſe luxuries which the 


commerce of the cities preſented, turned 


their care to the improvement of their 


demeſnes; and the Huſbandman, who in the 


large couſumption of crouded cities found 
a ready market for the produce of his fields, 


was tempted on that account to redouble 


dedicated to St. Bavo, drew a great reſort to that ne ighbour- 
hood, ar.d firſt advanced. Ghent from an obſcure village to a 

city of great note. St. Bavo, who poſſeſſed large eſtates in 
theſe parts, and who took the religious habit at Ghent, was 
2 liberal benetactor to he monaſtery. - | 
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his induſtry. The Princes alſo beheld . 


progreſs of this uleful art with peculiar 


7 favour ; and the Counts of Flanders, as it is 

aid, beſtowed rewards on thoſe who ex- 
celled in agriculture. Already in the 
twelfth century, the deep foreſts of Flan- 
ders were cut down, and the ſoil laid open 
to the rays of the ſun: ſpacious canals 


were formed, which, whilſt they drained the 


lands, opened the communication of the 


| country. The Scheld, compelled to yield 
up fruitful fields that had long been hidden 
under his wave, was reſtrained by dykes, 
and obliged to keep a certain bed *. Flan- 
ders 

* A double dyke reſtrains the Scheld not far from Born» 
hem in Flanders, where that river antiently overflowed a 
large tract, and where it appears evidently to have changed 
its bed. A lake, on whoſe bank is fituated the antient 


caſtle of Bornhem, bears ſtill the name of the Old Scheld, 
and marks the antient bed of the river, from which the 


Scheld now makes a great deviation. The rich fields named 


the Polders, adjacent to the lake, have been gained from 
| the river, which in old times took its courſe through them. 
Not long ago the peaſants, digging in the Polders, at ſome 
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254 SKETCHES or THE HISTORY or 
ders became the moſt cultivated and moſt 
fertile domain of Europe; and though ſhe 
has ſince been imitated by other nations, 5 
her praiſe has not fallen. England, Where 
tillage was ſo long in an imperfect ſtate, 
and which took from this country leſſons 
of huſbandry : as well as of other arts, far 
ſurpaſſing Flanders in commerce and ma- 
nufactures, has not yet _—_— her 1 in 


agriculture. 


depth under the furnace 3 a FR _ of. a Kegel 
conſtruction, which, from the rude deſcription of the pea- 
ſants, has been conjectured to have been a Roman galley, 
or triremis: it is to be regretted that this galley was de- 
ſtroyed, before it had been examined by the learned in an- 
tiquities. In the ſame place were found medals of the 
Emperor Commodus, and ſtatues of Jupiter in bronze : 
the ſtatues were maimed, and appeared to have ſuffered 


violence from the hands of men. It is recorded that the 


Flemings, when they were converted to the Chriſtian faith, 
broke the ſtatues of the gods, and threw them into the 


Scheld. 5 
Near the village of Barna, 1 is fituated a convent of 


Engliſh Monks of the Dominican order. The learned 3 


thers of that convent, which was founded by Cardinal How- 
ard, employ their leiſure in the education of youth. 


Liberty, 
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Liberty, which firſt animated the defi 
of the huſbandman in theſe parts, ſtill ſuſ- 
tains his labours. The preſent Sovereign, 
by acts that add ſignal luſtre to his reign, 
ſeeks to promote agriculture in other parts of 
his wide Empire, by the enfranchiſement 
of the Peaſants from that feudal bondage 
in which ps been long kept by the 
Nobles. A like attention has not been 
3 needed i in this country, where the Peaſant, 
I no leſs than the Lord, poſſeſſes rights that 

; : may not be invaded with impunity, and 
, where thoſe feudal ſervitudes, that ſtill dif- 


2 grace ſome parts of this iſland, have been 


long unknown. Conſcious of his privileges, 


: the Flemith peaſant reſumes his toils, nor 
repines whilſt the laws ſecure to him his 


5 property in that field which he cultivates. 


5 The ſeaſon that renews his labours brings 
alſo along the appointed days of ſport and 
recreation. A religion more indulgent to 
her votaries gladdens him with her returu- 
ing 
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ing holidays, that are accompanied by 


ſports, and games, and exerciſes, conſe- 


crated by long uſage. The Kerre-Meſſe, 
or feſtival of the Saint who is the patron 
of the pariſh- church, diſſolves all the vil- 


lage in mirth and oblivion of care, aud the 


| jocund neighbourhood exhibits thoſe feſtive | 


ſcenes, which the pencil of the Flemiſh 


painter has ſo often ſought to imitate, Re- 


ſtored by this remiſſion of toil, the huſband- 


man riſes more vigorous to purfue his 


taſks, and the year is crowned wn pletity 


by his redoubled activity. 

All the various kinds of grain are oultis : 
vated happily in this country. Yeaus of _ 
ſcarcity that affect other parts of Europe 
are little known here, where the crops of c 


ordinary ſeaſons yield a much larger ſtore 


khan the ſubſiſtence of the inhabitants, 


though numerous, requires, and where the 


exportation of grain to other countries leſs | 


fortunate, forms a principal branch of com- 


merce. 


— 
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merce. The flax af Flanders not only | 


ſupplies to that Province its chief manu- 
facture, but yields alſo a profitable article 
of traffic with other nations. Many va- 
luable plants adapted to various uſes are 
raiſed with ſucceſs : tobacco may be ranked 
among theſe plants : legumes and all the 


tribes of eſculent roots grow in 'abundance, 


and have lent to England moſt of her vege- 


i tables of that claſs. Vines were formerly 


trained in Flanders and Brabant; but the 


vine, leſs grateful to the planter's care, has 


given way to products that are better ſuited 
to the clime and ſoil, and in which the 
huſbandman finds a greater advantage. : 
Agriculture, whilſt it ſupplies materials 
to commerce and manufacture, is alſo more 
permanent than either, and affords a more 
ſolid baſis of national proſperity. The ma- 


nufactures of Louvain have failed, and the 


trade of Antwerp is fallen; but the fields 


of Flanders keep a conſtant fertility. Agri- 


culture alſo entertains a race of men, tem- 


perate, 
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e; hardy, frtaple, that withſtand the 
attacks of luxury, and among whom virtue 
| lingers long, when corruption has gained 

the other ranks of the State. Even in the 

improved ſtate which huſbandry has attained = 
in this iſland, England has ſtill cauſe to 
make it a reproach to her inhabitants, that 
they have not enough reſpected agriculture, 
and that, intent on colonies and foreign poſ- 

feſſions, they have neglected the due im- 

provement of her ſoil, the beſt ſource of 

wealth. Hence, while a defective tillage : 
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is found in many places, and while in other 
parts vaſt tracts of ground are yet unſubC- 
dued by the plough, her natives have paſſed 
into foreign climes, where themſelves with 
their induſtry have been loſt to the parent 
country, or where, with impaired health, 
and too often with impaired virtue, they 
have acquired Indian gold, returning to 
advance the reign of luxury at home, and 


extend the corru ruption of a fliding age. 
S E C- 
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SECTI ON IR 


T HE Auftrian Netherlands are bound- 
ed on the North by Holland. 
Ihhat union, in which the Princes of Bur- 
-gundy | had joined the Provinces of the Low- 
Countries, having been diſſolved by the arbi- 
i trary and im politic conduct of Philip the Se- 


cond, the republic of Holland aroſe; and in- 


conſiderable in the beginning, with a rapid 


progreſs almoſt unparalleled in the hiſtory of 
| nations, even in the midſt of a fierce and 


obſtinate war, attained a ſurpriſing height 


| of greatneſs. When the republic, at the 
5 peace of Munſter, ſettled the independ- 
1 ence of her own States on a firm baſis, 


ſhe alſo availed herſelf of her ſucceſſes in 

war, to ſubject to her domination a large 
part of the Catholic Provinces from which 
5 ſhe v was now n and whoſe fall had 
contributed 
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260 5 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY oF 
contributed fo greatly to her own exalta- 
tion. Fortunate conjunctures ſince that 
time enabled her to maintain and improve 
the advantages which ſhe gained over the 
Auſtrian Provinces at the peace of Munſter. 
The courſe of rivers, the Meuſe and the 
Scheld, ſeparates by a natural boundary 
Flanders and Brabant from the Provinces 
of Holland; but the power of Holland has 
palicd this natal boundary. A large part 
of Brabant is poſſeſſed by Holland, together 
with the ſovereignty of that long courſe of 
the Meuſe which waſhes this Province on 
the Eaſt and the North. Many i important 
cities are found in the Dutch Brabant ; 
among others Bois-le-Duc, one of the four 
principal cities of the Province, named 
from thoſe woods, the antient chace of the 
Dukes of Brabant, by which it was for- 
merly ſurrounded ; : alſo. Grave, and other 
Cities on the Meuſe, which were held of 
ſuch account of old, that the Joyous Entry 
| | _ impoſed 
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impoſed an engagement on che Sovereign, 5 


to keep theſe cities, as far as it was poſſible, 
always united to his State of Brabant. Of 
Flanders a ſmaller part is under the domi- 
nion of the Republic, but not leſs 3 import- 
ant; as that narrow tract which belongs 
to Holland, lying near the mouth of the 


Scheld, and forming « on one ſide the ſhore 


of that river, while Zeland forms the oppo- 
ſite ſhore, has founded that title, of which 
Holland has availed' herſelf to aſſume the 


ole navigation of the Scheld. A part alſo 


of Limburg, though entirely divided from 


the lands of the Republic, has been added 


to the ſovereignty of Holland, which at the 


ſame time poſſeſſed herſelf of the ſtrong 
city of Maeftricht, ſituate on the borders 


of Limburg, though accounted among 


the cities of Brabant. 
| Whilſt the Republic thus FEA WL her 


dominion over a part of theſe Provinces, 
ſhe alſo obtained a fingular prerogative in a 
MM part 
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part where ſhe held no dominion—the Pre- 


rogative of placing garriſons in many of ä 
their frontier- cities. Alarmed at the dan- 

gerous neighbourhood. of France, Holland 
had very early ſeen the importance of 
keeping the Catholic Provinces, interpoſed 
between that kingdom. and the Republic, 

as a. bulwark to her own State againſt 
France; and, from her apprehenſion on 
that ſcore, had been determined to lend 
a more ready ſuccour to the Auſtrian Pro- 


vinces, when they were invaded by Louis 
the Fourteenth. The alarm of Holland 


was increaſed, ach the pretenſions of the 
houſe of Bourben to the ſucceſſion of Spain, 
in conſequence of the will of Charles the 
Second, left no longer any interval be- 
tween the confines of France and the 


confines of the Republic; and that firm 


| ſupport which Holland gave to the grand 


alliance that was formed to oppoſe the 
P retenſions of the family of | Bourbon, | 


was 


* 0 — — 5 : * 
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was founded a her ar of the danger 
to which ſlie would be expoſed from this 
extenſi on of the French M. narchy. At 
the treaty of Utrecht, the Republic 
fully unfolded the maxims by Which her 
policy had been guide d; and that ſhe might 
render the Auſtrian Netherlands a ſtronger 
rampart to her own State againſt France, 


by the barrier treaty concluded ſoon after, | 


ſhe impoſed on them this condition, that 


certain cities on their ſouthern frontier. 


ſhould be aſſigned as parrier-cities, a ſafe - | 


guard againſt the attacks of France, and 
that theſe cities ſhould be garriſoned only 


by the troops of Holland. The Catholic | 


Provinces felt it as a great degradation, 
that ſome of their principal cities were to 
be garriſoned by the troops of a foreign | 
power, and of a power which had ſhewn 
fo Jealous a temper towards the F lemiſh 


States; but their oppoſition was ineffec= _ = 


tual a Holland ſeconded | by the 
NM n 
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powerful aid of Engle Ypres, Menin, 
Tournay, Namur, and other cities, ſituated 
on the ſouthern frontier of the Auſtrian 
Provinces, and forming a continued line 
of fortreſſes, were aſſigned as barrier- ci- 
ties againſt France, and were occupied en- 
tirely by Dutch garriſons. A condition 
no leſs humiliating was added, that the 
expence of m maintaining the garriſons of 
Holland in the batrier-cities ſhould be 
defrayed by the Catholic States. 

Fettered 1 in their commerce, and nds: 
ded from their nobleſt rivers, reſtrained 
| in their limits by Holland, and controuled 
alſo by her garriſons, the Auſtrian Pro- 
vinces have borne with ſome impatience 
that depreſſion in which they were kept 
- by the Republic. The preſent Sovereign, 
willing to raiſe his States to their juſt im- 
portance, has ſought, as far as is conſiſtent 
with the faith of treaties, to render the 
domination of Holland leſs burdenſome 


to 
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to his ſubjeRs, and to guard againſt her 
encroachments on theſe countries. The 
Dutch garriſons, that ſeemed to keep theſe 
Provinces in a kind of ſubjection, have 


evacuated the barrier- cities, and tbe Fle- 


mings are releaſed from that appearance 


of ſervitude. In the war which Louis the 
Fifteenth waged in the Netherlands, theſe 


cities, ill defended by the Hollanders, 
were reduced by the arms of France, and 
the greateſt part of them were diſmantled 


before they were reſtored to their Sove- 
reign. As the Republic had ſhewn no 


diſpoſition to put theſe diſmantled cities 
into a ſtate of defence, and had not other- 


wiſe fulfilled the articles of the barrier- 
treaty, the Emperor thought himſelf no 
longer bound to continue the garriſons 
of Holland! in Places that were untenable 
in war, and has freed his country from a 


mark of ſubje ection galling to an independ- 


ent ſtate. Holland had taken an oppor- 
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tunity at various times to A her 


frontier beyond the limits marked by 
treaty, and to uſurp on the territory of the 
Auſtrian States, far removed from the eye 


of their Sovereign“. | | Theſe Ae 
ments have been reſtrained, and the forts 


which the Republic bad built on the 
vſurped ground in Flanders have been 
overthrown. That generous ſuccour, which 
the Spaniſh Netherlands gave to Hol. and 
in the laſt century, in that moment of 
imminent danger when her State was 
invaded by the whole might of Louis the 


| Fourteenth, and when England, under a 


monarch too careleſs of his own honour 
and of that of his people, was gained 


to the ſide of France, contributed greatly 


to ſave the Republic from entire e deſtruction. 
* In the coutitry of Links: an antient tree named, 
from the Dukes of Limburg, the Oak of the Duke, not 
25 years ago marked the limit of the lands of the Repub- 
Folland had taken occafion * _ to bo . 
gat. ITE a 


I 
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In a treaty concluded at that time between 


Spain and Holland, ſo lately hoſtile to each 


other, but now leagued againſt France, 
Holland expreſſed her gratitude for that 


ſeaſonable ſuccour, and by an important 


article en gaged to yield up Maeſtricht to 


Spain, on the termination of the war with 
France; an article which yet ſne took no 
care to fulfil, when the terror of | the arms 
of Louis was withdrawn, and the per- 


formance of which, though often ſoli- 


cited, yet under various pretexts ſhe al- 
ways evaded. The Emperor ſuſtaining 


the claims of his houſe, aflerted his right 
to the city of Maeſtricht, and to certain 
diſtricts in its neighbourhood, by virtue 
of that treaty ; yet willing to deſiſt from 
theſe claims, on condition that the navi- 


gation of the Scheld ſhould be opened 


to his Provinces. Holland, faithful to 


her ſyſtem of holding in bondage the 
commerce of this country, has choſen 
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rather to make other ſacrifices than to open 


the navigation of the Scheld. Maeſtricht 


| has been redeemed at a vaſt price; certain 


. forts and diſtricts have been ceded to the 
Catholic Provinces ; the Auſtrian dominion 
over the Scheld is extended to a greater 
diſtance below Antwerp; Fort Lillo, 


yielded to the Emperor, marks no longer 


the bound of that ſovereignty ; and thus 


thoſe differences, which at one time threat- 


ened to bring on a conteſt by arms, have 


had their final iflue in pacific arrangements. 
Amity is now renewed with Holland. From 
the preſent ſtate of the Republic, which 
having held a ſplendid courſe appears now 
to have paſſed the point of her higheſt 


_ elevation, it is likely that ſhe will content 


herſelf with the territory beyond the 
Meuſe and the Scaeld which ſhe poſſeſſes, 
and that the Flemiſh States have little 
reaſon to be apprehenſive of danger from 
her neighbourhood. 

5 | On 
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On the South the Auftrian Netherlands, 
in a long extent from the banks of the 


Moſelle to the ſhores of the Ocean, are 


bounded by the kingdom of France. 
France is not divided from the Low- 

Countries by any natural boundary. The 

houſe of Burgundy, when moſt flouriſhing, 


advanced its frontier into Picardy ; and 
the river Somme, by which that country 
is watered, and on whoſe bank many ſtrong 


cities are built, was the limit on that fide 


of the empire of Charles the Bold. 


France took advantage of the death of 
| that Prince, to repel that limit. Louis 

the Eleventh, King of France, the rival 
and enemy of Charles the Bold, delivered 


by the death of that prince from thoſe 
diſquietudes in which he had been kept 
during his life, haſtened to enrich himſelf 


with the ſpoils of the houſe of Burgundy ; 


and whilſt he recovered Picardy, and ſeized 
on the * of Burgundy ſo long diſ- 
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membered from France, ſought alſo to ad- 
vance his dominion into the Low-Coun- 
tries. An occaſion in that moment pre- 
ſented itſelf to France, of gaining the 
Netherlands, which ſhe miſſed, and was 


never able to recall. Mary of Burgundy, 


the ſole heireſs of that rich houſe, was 


unmarried at the time of the death of her 


father Charles the Bold. This rich heireſs, 
to whoſe nuptials many Princes aſpired, 
was well inclined to a marriage with a 


Prince of the royal blood of France * and 


that marriage, in the event, would have 


annexed the Low- Countries to the F rench 


Monarchy. Louis the Eleventh, though 


crafty and politic, loſt that opportunity, 
either from the hatred which he enter- 
tained againſt the houſe of Burgundy, as 


ſome have ſaid, and from the hope of ſub- 


duing the Netherlands ; ; or, as others have 


written, fiom the jealouſy of his own 


* The Count d'Angoulelme, father of Francis the Firſt, 
tem pe . 
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temper, which would not permit him to 
behold the exaltation even of a Prince of 
his blood without apprehenſion. Whilſt 
France delayed to ſeize a favourable 
moment, the heireſs of Burgundy married 
the Arch-Duke Maximilian. F rance re- 
pented of her error too late, and ſaw with 
regret a rival houſe enter into poſſeſſion of 
thole fair Provinces, that were ſo well 
fituated to make a part of her on 
Monarchy. Hence that long animoſity 
which ſhe nouriſhed againſt the houſe of 
Auſtria, and hence thoſe frequent 1 wars in 
which he ſo often directed her enterpriſes 
againſt the dominion of that family in the 
Lowe. Countries . = 

The efforts of France to penetrate into 
the Provinces, which Auſtria had thus ac- 
quired, were for a long time attended with 

+ Louis the Fikkeenth, when he viewed the Mauſoleum 
of Charles the Bold and Mary of Burgundy at Bruges, is 
faid to have Finney « Tos le W * toutes nos 
Guerres !” | k 
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httle ſucceſs. Louis the Eleventh, who 
had flattered himſelf with the hope of 
making an eaſy conqueſt of the Netherlands, 
was not able to advance beyond the fron- 
tier. Francis the F irſt found A formidable 
rival in Charles the F ifth, in whoſe favour 


he was conſtrained to renounce that title of 


homage, which he claimed as Sovereign 


Lord of F landers. Henry the Second drew 


little advantage from his ſucceffes in the 


Low- Countries. The civil diſcord by | 
which France was rent under Charles the 
Niath, and Henry the Third, was artfully 
fomented by Philip the Second, that 
France might be the leſs able to profit from 


the troubles that were at that time kindled 


in the Netherlands. Henry the Fourth, 
maſter at length of his own kingdom, me- 
ditating to avenge himſelf of Spain, and to 
humble the power of Auſtria, was ſtabbed 
by the poignard of an aſſaſſin. Louis the 
Thirteenth, leagued with Holland againſt 

17271 | Spain, 
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Spain, had concerted to make a partition of 


the Catholic Netherlands between France 


and the Republic; but that partition took 


no effect. | 

The advancement of the empire of 
France into the Low-Countries was re- 
ſerved for Louis the Fourteenth. That 
Prince, from the beginning of his reign, 
directed his enterpriſes againſt the Nether- 
lands; where his pretenſions were ſo high, 


and his ſucceſſes fo brilliant, that they gave 


a deep alarm to Spain, and to many pow- 


erful States of Europe, who yet by their 
combined force were ſcarcely able to re- 
ſtrain his arms. The ſucceflive treaties of 
the Pyrenees, of Aix-la-Chapelle, of Ni- 
meguen, till augmented the greatneſs of 
France by the acceſſion of ſtrong cities 

and fruitful diſtrifts of the Catholic Low- 
Countries. The whole Province of Artois; 
a large and flouriſhing tra& of Flanders, 


containing Lille, almoſt the faireſt city of 
the 
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the Netherlands, ic conſiderable 
by its port; a portion of the territory of 
Haynault, of Namur, of Luxemburg; : 


were taken into the Fretich dominion, 


whilſt Franche Comte, tlie laſt part of the 


Burgundies that remained to tlie houſe of 
Auſtria, was alſo united to the crown of 
France, from which it had been ſo long 


ſeparated. The fame of Louis the Four- 


teenth, who now took the title of Great, 


filled all Europe: : the ſkill of poets and 
orators was .employed to celebrate his 
triumphs ; and his arrogance, nurſed by 
flattery and ſucceſs; diſplayed itſelf in vio- 


lences and inſults to the neighbouring 
nations x. The unjuſt and arbitrary pro- 
| ceedings 

Among the Princes who were at this time oppreſſed 


by the injuſtice of France, were the Dukes of Lorraine. 
Charles the Frith,” Duke of Lorraine, a gallant Prince, 


diſpoſſeſſed of bis States by the ambition of France, 


dedicated his ſervices to the Emperor Leopold, who 
beſtowed on him his fiſter in marriage; and the houſe of 
Auſtria . nor or general more 


brave, 


» 4 


CC 
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ceedings of France after the treaty of Ni- 
meguen . ſtirred. up againſt her a powerful 
confederacy ; 


brave, than the Duke of Lorraine. This gallant Prince, 
after performing many eminent acts of valour, as he 
haſtened to Vienna, being taken with a mortal illneſs at 
a village near Lintz in Auſtria, wrote the following 
pathetic letter to the Emperor: Sacred Majeſty ! accord - 
ing to your order, I. ſet out from Infpruc, to repair to 
Vienna, but I am arreſted here by a greater maſter. I go : 
* to render to him the account of a life which I had cans. 
« ſecrated entirely to your ſervice. Remember that I leave 
a wife who is of your family, children to whom I can 
* bequeath no other legacy than my fs N and ene, 5 
that are in oppreſſion.“ 5 
The Peace of Ryſwic reſtored Lorraine to the ſon 
of this brave Prince, the Duke Leopold, who applied his 
whole care to heal the wounds that war had inflifted on 
his State, to reſtore plenty, and to diffuſe amorig his 
people a taſte for arts, and ſcience, and the pleaſures of 
refined and elegant ſociety. It was a faying of this 
excellent Prince, that when he could no longer promote 
the good of his ſubjects, he would refigh his ſovereignty. 
To Leopold ſueceeded his ſon Francis, Duke of Lorraine 
and Emperor, father of the preſent Emperor Joſepn 
the Second, in whom the family of Auſtria-Lorraine 
begins, and to whom is allotted a wider ſphere for the 
exerciſe of princely virtues than was given to his anceſtors 
in the narrow State of Lorraine. 
By a treaty concluded at Vienna between many Princes 
of Europe, the Grand Duchy of Tuſcany, the antient . 
poſſeſſon of the illuſtrious ; houſe of n was bes 
ſtowed 
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confederacy ; and England, now governed 
by a Prince who, born in the Netherlands, 
had oppoſed a gallant reſiſtance to the am- 
bition of Louis, acceded to that league ; 
yet the confederates could not boaſt of 
their ſucceſſes in Flanders, and it was 
deemed an advantage, that the French 
Monarch, when he laid down his arms 
at the peace of Ry ſwie, had not extend- 
ed his empire farther into the Netherlands 
than at the peace of Nimeguen. While 
Louis was raiſed to this height of glory, 
the © teſtament of the Spaniſh Monarch, 
Charles the Second, which deſtined the 
whole Spaniſh Netherlands to the houſe 
of Bourbon, feemed to complete his tri- 
umphs in the Low-Countries. But For- 
tune diſplayed here her uſual inconſtancy ; 
beftowed upon the Duke Frakes: afterwards Emperor, in 
exchange for Lorraine. Tuſcany has been afligned as 
patrimony to the Arch-Duke Leopold, the ſecond bro- 
ther of the Emperor. Lorraine, now ceded to France, to 


whoſe Monarchy it makes an important acceſſion, fill 
keeps | in memory the race of its antient Princes. 


Nw 7 e 
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and * Netherlands, that had th the 
theatre of the victories of this Prince in 
the early patt of his reign, became now 
the ſcene of his diſgraces. The grand 
alliatice, which was formed againſt the 
houſe of Bourbon, and which was ſo 
much animated by the ſpirit of England, 
triumphed in many memorable | battles 
over the armies of France. All that large 
portion of the Auſtrian Low-Country, 
with its ſtrong and numerous cities, 
which had fallen under the dominion of 
France, was re- conquered, and the frontier 
of France itſelf was laid open to the inva- 
ſion of its enemies. Louis ſued for peace 
in vain on humiliating terms, and the Al- 
lies, now victorious, diſcovered in their turn 
as little moderation as the French Mo- 
narch had formerly ſhewn in his pro- 
ſperity. A change in the Engliſh cabinet, 
and the diſgrace of the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, ſaved France from that humiliation. 

. and 
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and danger with which ſhe was threatened, 
and the iſſue of the war was more favour. 


able to France than, in her diſtreſſes, the | 


had reafon to hope. The peace of Utrecht, 
which gave the Spaniſh Netherlands to 
the German branch of Auſtria, reſtored 
alſo to France the territory in the Catholic 
Low-Country, which ſhe had poſſeſſed at 


the peace of Ryſwic ; and Louis the Four 
doeh ended hs rein, tranſwitting to bis 
ſucceſſor the fruit of his firſt viccories 1 


the Netherlands. | 
Louis the Fifteenth, of a more . 


character, permitted theſe Provinces to 
enjoy repoſe during a long part of his 


reign, till the acceſſion of the Princefs 
Maria Thereſa to the throne of her 
anceſtors, and that fair occaſion which 
preſented itfelf of deſpoiling the houſe of 


Auſtria of its poſſeſſions, awakened the 
ambition of that Prince; and drew again : 


the F rench arms into the Catholic Ne- 
therlands. 
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therlands. Fortune then ſeemed willing 
by a train of ſucceſſes, to ohmpenſate 
to France the diſgraces ſuſtained in the 
former war: the combined powers that 
oppoſing the houſe of Bourbon; had for- 
merly gained ſo much glory in the plains 
of Rarllics, were now vanquiſhed in 
their turn: the fatal field of Fontenoy 
witneſſed the valour, but not the ſucceſs, 
of the Engliſh troops; the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, maſtered by the powerful 
genius of Marſhal Saxe, were entirely 
reduced under the power of France, 
and were for ſome time held in ſubjection 
to that crown: But, whilſt France was 
thus victorious in Flanders, Britain, 
the ally of Auſtria, triumphed in other 
parts by her naval power; and, at the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle, France was conſtrained 
to reſtore her conqueſts, and to confine her 
dominion in the Catholic Low-Countries 
within thoſe limits that were appointed by 
N 2 | the 


N * o 2 * 2 OOTY 9 e l. r e RR 8 * 5 " W : a 2 4 pas 2 CT » 
$2 &Y N Ty es Os PF. at 2 n e . wel 2b z r Ag» ates N r 
90 LY * x Br? 4 NS, I ho Vat pee , You WF 5 8 n TIE be GRP very Co ww 4 5 * 1 f N oy 8 * An vt W F J e a ops * 5 
erg 9 0 * * Nn R 6 to Log rnd og Tots 7 16 * 8 e v 4: s va 97900 9 e fa 4-8 5 eee 8 EY: r) . ad ee 
n * 5 N ee ee eee FEOG N d eee 3 2 G. he 25 Re 8 DOG e eee . r W FF dels - hae th 7 A” I” 
+ >= > p Id - 9 8 4); 22 PL 


«A 7 N 

RN . R 0M n 

N © 0 n ern a . dy * C > Pe 

Lark? re” bee xt Ht an rt Te es b n n n 8 8 n Fang! % 7 

. C * , "IE, > 23. 4) 'y * 9 Y' WP" 1 K 0 "Re d K 903 * N 0 5 I 7 5 * hy 2 8 Rs 3 2 

i WEST nah 0 n N ann * Wr . 5 e 86 a vo.) gh, > of 2 2 1 . Dee Ne. he Ge 6 #4 2 WN 8 e het It og r i ; Era 3 k 8 . : 
7 9 9 N PA $3 i Laid a lh, Af TY 3 A ns do A IRR OD IHE Lou * 0 es : 5 ene, e I i e Dee 5 Is os ee ; Wort, 1: r 8 ann wn >; It, y e N 

F F. ee enen eee e l eee , Rs aL 0 og A Te Peg CCC AA Me Wir og torn 

ny . . 4 > 104 * © n . > \ p s 2 1 0 3 n "vl TY, - 8 a S347 So 7 4 » 0 U y * 4 N 


e 


— 
87 
7 
18 * 2 
„ 
OUR 
2 * 
3 
3 
5 
Kr = 
=_ 
: -= 
-- 3-28 "7 
=_ 95. 
4 
d& 2 7 
3 
= 
x4 
F "54 
RA 
-S. 


280 —- SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY or 


the treaty of Utrecht, and by which it i 
ſtill bounded. A ſtrict league, cemented by 
the bands of affinity, has now for ons 
time united the houſes of France and 
Auſlria, and exhibits a new ſpectacle in 


Europe. While this amity laſts, the ſafe- 


ty of theſe Provinces is affuted againſt 


their moſt formidable neighbour ; but if 


thoſe accidents that are perpetually chan- 


ging the face of political affairs ſhall re-kin- 


dle the antient animoſity, that for almoſt 


| three centuries ſubſiſted between theſe great 
| houſes, the Auſtrian Netherlands have ftill 
reafon to apprehend an invaſion from that 


powerful Monarchy, which keeps | ſuch 
ſtrong armies ftationed near their frontier, 
and which has fo | long regretted that ſhe 
miſled the opportunity of adding to her 
empire the inheritance of the houſe of 


ee 
TS The 


2 „Uay, no leſs than the Naeh has been the ſcene. 


of the rivalſhip of Auſtria and France, contending for 
the 
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The Ocean which bounds the W 


Netherlands on the Weſt, ſeparates them 


from England, the antient ally of this 
country, that was united in ſtrict le eague 
with theſe States when they were governed 
by the Princes of Burgundy, and that has 


ſince, at the expence of much blood and 


treaſure, maintained them to Auſtria againſt | 


France. The ſervices rendered to this 


country by the Britiſh nation, and the 


e of Naples Dy Milan, which. in the ſixteenth 
century were annexed to the Spaniſh Monarchy. By the 
treaty of Utrecht, the Spaniſh States in Italy, as well as in 
the Netherlands, were aſſigned to the German branch of 
Auftria, The German line has not preſerved this part of 
the Spaniſh ſucceſſion ſo entire as the Netherlands. Whilſt 
Louis the Fifteenth permitted the Auſtrian Low-Countries 
to enjoy repoſe, he carried his arms into Italy, where, 


aided by other powers, he tranſported the ſovereignty of 


Naples and Sicily to a Prince of the houſe of Bourbon. 


The Imperial dominions in Italy, detached, like the Ne- 


therlands, from the main body of the Auſtrian Empire, are 
now contained in Lombardy, in the Mantuan and Milaneſe. 
Another State in Lombardy prepares to obey an Auſtrian 
Prince, The marriage of the Arch-Duke Ferdinand, third 
brother of the Emperor, to the heireſs of Modena, opens 
to that Prince the ſucceſſion of the antient family of Eſte, 
ſo much celebrated by Arioſto. 
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valour of her troops, are not Ke here; 
yet whilſt the Flemings recollect the bene- 
fits that they derived from England, they - 
ſometimes accuſe her of having ſupported 
too powerfully againſt them the intereſts of 
Holland, an ally that has not always 


proved her gratitude to the Britiſh State. 
The bands of that antient amity which 


ſubſiſted between Auſtria and Britain, have 
been ſomewhat ſlackened, fince the houſe 


of Auſtria entered into ſtrict league with 


France. , It may be queſtioned if the 
councils of Britain were guided by the 
ſoundeſt policy, when ſhe formed that new 


alliance in Germany, which determined 
Auſtria to depart from the antient ſyſtem, 


and to enter into. intimate union with 2 
power whoſe rivalſhi p the had fo long 
experienced. The neighbourhood of Bri- | 


tain, ſo often knit in friendſhip with this 
country, and removed beyond the ſea, 


creates 


C5 
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creates little jealouſy or apprehenſion in the 
Flemiſh States. 


Whilſt France and Holland - ha thats 


frontier into theſe countries, the princi- 


pality of Liege, in its whole extent, lies 
intermingled with the Auſtrian Provinces. 
The country of Liege, inhabited by 
a warlike and turbulent people, that were 
trained to arms among woods and moun- 
tains, in old times waged frequent wars 
with Brabant, and the adjacent Provinces 
of the Low-Countries. Nouriſhing the 
ſame hoſtile ſ pirit, when the Netherlands 


were united under the laws of the houſe 


of Burgundy, this country underwent 
from Charles the Bold a ſevere and memo- 
rable chaſtiſement. Louis the Eleventh, 
King of France, the enemy of the houſe 

of Burgundy, whilſt he profeſſed to renew 
a league of amity with Charles the Bold, 
ſecretly ſtirred up the people of Liege, by his 


emiflaries, to invade the dominions of that 


"4 Prince; 
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Prince ; and that people, hoſtile to the 


Duke of Burgundy, though they had 


experienced his clemency, were ſoon rouſed 


to arms. The news of the invaſion of 
his country was brought to Charles at 


Peronne, where Louis, not apprehending 
that his arts would ſo quickly haye taken 
effect, had unwarily put himſelf into the 


power of the Duke. The impatient Duke 


of Burgundy, inflamed with rage, could 
with difficulty reſtrain the tranſports of his 
anger againſt Louis, and the caſtle of 


Peronne ſeemed deſtined to be ſatal to the 


Kings of France“. At length turning his 


Wrath againſt Liege, he led his army into 


that country, compelling Louis to accom- 
pany him, that he might be a witneſs of 
* Philip de Cammines, who poſſeſſed the confidence of 


Charles, 1s ſaid at this time to have been gained by the 
King of France, and to have contributed not a little to turn 


aſide the warm reſentment of the Duke agamſt Louis. 


Philip de Commines ſoon after quitted the ſervice of the 
Duke of Burgundy, to enter into that of at by whom. 
at was 5 — | 


BP 
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that ſevere and too cruel puniſhment which 


he now prepared to inflict. The city of 


Liege was taken by ſtorm, and conſumed 
by flames: of the inhabitants, a part were 
deſtroyed by the ſword, or were drowned 


in the waves of the Meuſe ; a larger part 
periſhed by famine in the woods where they 


had taken refuge; the King of France 


being not only obliged to behold the miſe- i 
ries that befel this unfortunate city, but 


having been alſo conſtrained to join his 
arms to thoſe of the Duke of Burgundy 
in reducing the place. The country of 


der the dominion of the houſe of Burgun- 


dy, with the Provinces of the Netherlands 


among which it is ſituated. By the death 
of Charles the Bold, it was withdrawn 


from the ſubjection in which it was kept by 


that Prince; but from that time the neigh- 


bourhood of Liege has ceaſed to diſturb 


the repoſe of the Low-Countries. | 
: e 


Liege ſeemed at this time about to fall un- 
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The State of Liege, under its Prince- 
Biſhop, enjoys a mild government, bearing 


a near affinity to the adjacent Provinces of 
the Netherlands, as well in many parts 


of its conſtitution, as in that Walloon | 
language which is here ſpoken. The ſup- 


port which this ſmall principality, as a 


member of the Germanic hody, derives 


from the Empire, aſſures its independence. 
The city of Liege flouriſhes by the in- 


duſtry and commerce of its inhabitants. 
The river Meuſe, paſſing from Namur, 
waters this country, which in ſome parts 
exhibits rich and cultivated plains that do 


not yield in fertility to the adjoining lands | | 


of Brabant, in other parts preſents the rude 
and moun tainous ſcenes of the Ardennes, 
the antient chace of Charlemagne, among 
whole tracts riſe thoſe celebrated ſprings 
that invite the reſort of . 9 into the 


On 
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On the Eaſt theſe Provinces are. bounded 


by Germany, in which the ſeat of empire, 


though remote, of their Sovereign is 
found*. In reſpect of Germany, the Ne- 
therlands have been often ſtyled the Lower 
Germany ; a name which is not impro- 
perly beſtowed on them, as well in reſpe& 
of their ſituation and language, as on ac- 
count of the origin of their firſt inhabi- 


tants, who may be judged from the ſureſt 


evidences to have been of German race. 
The natural relation, that ſubſiſted between 
the Netherlands and Germany, became 


more intimate, when the ſovereignty of 


the Low- Countries paſſed to the Princes of 


Auſtria. Maximilian, who eſpouſed the 


* The German States, . Hungary, Tranſylva- 


nia, and the adjacent Provinces, form the main body of the 
Auſtrian Empire; wide and extenſive countries, lying to- 
gether in cloſe union, that have not yet gained their full 
meaſure of ſtrength, and which the genius of the reigning 


Sovereign promiſes to exalt to higher importance. The 


ſpacious and fruitful kingdom of Hungary preſents a vaſt 
field for improvem ent. 
heireſs 
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heireſs of Burgundy: ſought to firengthen 
this relation, by erecting the Low-Coun- 
tries into a circle of the Empire, under the 
title of the Circle of Burgundy ; -but this 
band of union has never taken complete 
effect. The neighbourhood of Germany, 
where their Sovereign holds fo high a rank 
as the chief of the Empire, and poſſeſſes 
ſuch powerful States, together with the 
ſplendor of his reign, and that confider- 
ation which he enjoys among Monarchs, 
adds to the ſecurity and importance of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands. Sha, 15 
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THE Roman Catholic Religion is eſta- 
bliſhed in the Flemiſh Provinces. The 
doctrines of the Reformers ſptead from 

Germany into theſe countries early in the 
beginning of the fixteenth century ; and the 
number of the Reformed increaſed ſo faſt in 
Flanders and Brabant, that their zeal threat- 
ened to overthrow the antient worſhip, and 
inflamed thoſe diſcontents, which drew on 
the revolt of the Low-Countries from Spain. 
But when a reconcilement took place be- 
tween Philip the Second and this part of the 
Netherlands, it was agreed that the Roman 
| Catholic religion ſhould be eſtabliſhed in 
all the Provinces that returned to the Spa- 
niſh government. Since that time, the Ca- 
tholic religion has kept quiet poſſeſſion in 
theſe countries, the Reformed withdrawing 


th emſelves 


190 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF | 


themſelves in great numbers into other 


parts, particularly into Holland, where their 
religion was triumphant. 
The religion of the Auſtrian Netherlands 


| ſeems to have taken no ſmall tincture from 


the ſuperſtition of Spaiti, with which they 
had fo long and ſo intimate an intercourſe, 
Hence vain ceremonies, and pious obſer- 
vances, multiplied i in thoſe parts beyond the 

example of moſt Catholic countries : hence | 


that veneration of ſaints and reliques, thoſe 


boly brotherhoods, and religious proceſſions, 
Uat {0 often croud the ſtreets of the Flemiſh 


cities : : hence alſo thoſe nrw tenets in 


religion, and that weak crobulity's: that ads 1 
taken ſuch deep root here. 5 
Theſe Provinces, like other Catholie 
countries, poſſeſs cheir peculiar Saints, na- 
tives of thoſe lands, that were diſtinguiſhed 
by their pious acts, in the ages when the 


Chriſtian faith was firſt planted. Flanders 


and Brabant boaſt of St. Be St. Begga, 


and 
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and the Holy Virgin St. Gudule, whoſe 


ſanctity is fo amply atteſted by the pious 


legends of Brabaut, and to whom the prin- 


cipal church of Bruſſels is dedicated. But 


St. Hubert is held in particular veneration 
in the Ardennes. St. Hubert, born of 
noble parents, was an idolater, and a hunter 
in the woods, when, as he purſued the 
game, a deer preſented itſelf, between whoſe 
| horns was planted a miraculous croſs; 


Struck by this miracle, St. Hubert forſook- 


the rude life of a hunter, and, embracing 


the Chriſtian faith, became an eminent 


Apoſtle in the Ardennes. The feſtival of 


St. Hubert, precious to ſportſmen, and con- 


 ſecrated to the chace, ſtill recalls the de- 


light that this Saint took in his firſt pro- 


feſſion oſ a hunter. Neither has St. Hubert 
ceaſed to work miracles, and to lend his aĩd 
to thoſe who ſuffer harm from the dog, 


his faithful companion in the chace. All 
who have the misfortune to be bit by a 


mad 
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mad dog repair to the Ardennes and the 
Abbey of St. Hubert, and by their devo- 
tion to the Saint obtain, as it is ſaid, a com- 
plete cure *. 

Among the miracles which: pompous | 
| ſhews and proeeſſions commemorate in the 
Flemith Provinces, is that remarkable mi- 
racle of the Holy Sacrameut, as it is called, 
ſaid to have been wrought in the fourteenth 
century. At that time the Jews of Bruſſels, - 
as it is pretended, ſtole the conſecrated hoſt 

from the altar of St. Gudule, and, in deſpite 


f this be true, it may be thought that a lively faith, be- 
got by ſuperſtition, is the moſt ſovereign remedy that has ye? 
been found againſt the bite of a mad dog, unleſs, perhaps, 
the regimen preſcribed by the religious of St. Hubert be 

allowed to have ſome ſhare in working this miracle, 
Charles, Duke of Lower Lorraine, who founded the city 
of Bruſſels, tranſported thither the remains of St. Gudule 
from the village of Mortzell. This holy perſon had been 
firſt interred at the village of Ham. A lofty tree, which 
had overſhadowed her ſepulchre at Ham, piouſly followed 
her remains, as grave a authors have written, to the village of 

Mortzell, where it took root, ſpreading its boughs over the 
new burial-place of the Saint. It is not mentioned whether 
this devout tree had alſo purſued the remains of the e 
* to the banks of the Senne. 
to 
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to the God of the Chriſtians, wounded the 


| Hoſt with their poinards. The Hoſt, aſ- 
ſaulted by the poinard of the Infidels, ſhed 


drops of blood. A diſcovery of this ſacri- 


lege of the Jews, and of the miracles 
wrought by the conſecrated Hoſt, was made 
to the Prieſts of St. Gudule. The mira- 
culous Hoſt was brought back in triumph 
to the church of St. Gudule: the unhappy 


Jews were apprehended, and condemned to 


che flames, and ſuffered that cruel death at 
Bruſſels. By ſuch abſurd fictions did the 
Prieſts in antient times ſeck to calumniate 
the Jews, that they might the better en- 
tertain the ſuperſtition of the vulgar; and 


on ſuch vain pretences were innocent 

men of the Jewiſh nation condemned to 
die by the avarice of Princes, who thus 
took occaſion to ſeize on the wealth which 
they had acquired by their traffic. Inſtances 


of a like kind are not wanting in the hiſ- 
tory of the neighbouring nations. This 
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pretended miracle is celebrated at Bruſſels 
by a yearly feſtival; which is honoured by 
the preſence of the Court, of the Magi- 
ſtrates, and the principal Councils of the 
State. Even after a certain term of years 
a returning Jubilee adds greater pomp to 
this miracle, and the Flemiſh artiſts ex- 
hauſt their {kill in painting, and in tape- 
ſtries, to adorn a feſtival, which is leſs a 
monument of the impiety of the Jews than 
of the arts of Prieſts, of the tyranny of 
Princes; and of the weak credulity of the 
Multitude. In the fame age, in which the 
pretended violation of the Hoſt drew this 
ſevere chaſtiſement ori the Jews at Bruſſels, 
many thouſands of that unhappy people 
were condemned in the fame country to 
periſh by fire or the ſword, on a vain accu- 
ſation, that they had poiſoned the foun- 
tains and ſpread the peſtilence through 
Brabant. Though theſe idle fictions, that 
were greedily liſtened to in dark times, can 
no 
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vo longer gain credit, yet it would ſeem 
that even in the prefent age, and under 
mild governments, the Hebrew race, ſo in- 
offenſive to ſociety, are ſtill deſtined to ſuffer 

oppreſſion. * 0 EE 
Amiadſt vain ceremonies, and obſervances, 
conſecrated by long uſage, a more enlarged 
ſpirit of religion inſenſihly diffuſes itſelf 
through the Catholic Provinces. The ſe- 
paration from Spain has tended ſomewhat 
to repreſs the ſuperſtition which the narrow 
bigotry of that country had introduced. 
The influence of philoſophy alſo, which in 
this age applies itſelf ſo happily to correct 
thoſe errors that falſe religion had nouriſh= 
ed, and to baniſh low ſuperſtition to the 

vulgar, has been felt in the Auſtrian 

Netherlands as in other parts of Europe. 
A more powerful cauſe now exerts itſelf here 
to illuminate the minds of men, and to re- 
firain the exceſſes of bigotry and ſuperſti- 
tious zeal. The preſent Sovereign has in 
„ no 
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no reſpect diſplayed a more enlarged mind, 
than in the ordinances which he has enacted 
concerning religion ; and it 1s the peculiar | 
| praiſe of this enterpriſing and enlightened 
Monarch, that in the ſhort term of years 
during which he has reigned, he has 
wrought improvements in the religious 
| ſyſtem in his States, to which the longeſt 
reign might ſcarcely * been thought 
ſufficient. th 

The Flemiſh Prien 1 the com pat 
with Philip the Second, had agreed that 
the Catholic religion ſhould be maintained; 
but whilſt this ſecurity was ſtipulated for 
the antient worſhip, the intolerant and per- 
ſecuting ſpirit of Spain was not adopted. 
That dark court of the Inquifition, whoſe 
erection had filled this country, accuſtomed 
to mild tribunals, with ſuch juſt alarms, 
was for ever ſuppreſſed. No ſeverities were 
exerciſed againſt the Proteſtant inhabitants; 
andi if they were excluded from the magi- 
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ſtracy, and from public offices of truſt, 
they were not moleſted in their property or 
perſon, and the exerciſe of their worſhip 
in their private meetings was not obſtruct- 
ed. But the edits of the preſent Sovereign 
have eſtabliſhed toleration on a firmer baſis, 
and extended it to a wider latitude. Whilſt 
the Catholic religion is maintained, the 


Proteſtants are indulged here in the public 


exerciſe of their religion, and are admitted, 
no leſs than the Catholics, to hold public 
offices and employments. England now 
ſees herſelf out · done in the article of reli: 
gious toleration by a Catholic country. 
Whilſt religious zeal in the Britiſh Iſles ſtill 
drives many of their gallant natives of the 
Catholic faith into exile, and compels them 
to ſeek, under the ſtandards of a foreign 
Prince, thoſe military honours which they 
are not admitted to ſhare in the ſervice of 

their own Sovereign, the Imperial armies 
are open to the reception of Proteſtant, of- 
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ficers; and whilſt fanatical tumults, diſ- 
gracing our age and country, have with- 
ſtood, and even defeated, the legiſlature 
of Britain in her efforts to extend to the 
Catholics a freer exerciſe of their religion, 
Proteſtant churches riſe ſecure and unmo- 
leſted in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
The power of the Pope, ſo dangerous to 
States and Princes in the Chriſtian world, 
was always withſtood by the free ſpirit of 
theſe countries. The antient conſtitution, 
Jealous of the power of the Sovereign, had 
alſo guarded againſt the encroachments of 
the Holy See; and the tyranny of the Court 
of Rome did not afford fo ſtrong an Argus 
ment, in theſe Provinces, as in moſt States, 
in the age of reformation, for departing 
from the antient | religion, The J oyous 
Entry of Brabant permitted no cauſes to be 
tranſported from the ſpiritual courts of 
that Province to Rome: no papal mandate 


* force in that country, till it had 
been 
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been approved and ſubſcribed by the Coun- 
cil of Brabant ; nor was it lawful to pro- 
mulgate any bull ar decree of the Pope, 
till it had obtained the ſanction of that 
tnbunal. But by the late edits of . the 
Emperor, the authority of the See of Rome 
zs ſtill more abridged in the Auſtrian Flan- 
ders. That power vchich the Holy See 
had acquired, of granting diſpenſations, 
and of collating to benefices, is now taken 
away, and the Pope exerciſes no other au- 
thority than that which belongs to him as 
the Supreme Head of the Cathalic Religion, 
who regulates the rites and diſcipline of 
the Church. A Nuncio from the Court of | 
Rome reſides at Brufſels, with a vain title 
to which no authority is annexed,” The 
Roman Pontiff in this age has practiſed 
condeſcenfions ta the preſent Emperor, 
that have not been always ſhewn-by his 
predeceſſors to former Emperors; though 
theſe condeſcenſions have not turned aſide 
G4 ˖ an 
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an enlightened Prince from moderating 
thoſe abuſes which antient ſuperſtition had 


introduced into his States. 


But a mighty reform in the article of 
religion, which has diſtinguiſhed the reign 


of the preſent Sovereign, is the ſuppreſſion 
of convents and monaſteries. The mo- 


naſtic orders found their way at an early 


time into the Provinces of the Low- Coun- 


tries. The blind piety of Princes and 


i Nobles ſignaliſed itſelf here, as as in other 


parts of Europe in the firſt ages of the 


church, by the foundation and endow- 
ment of convents. The family from 


which Charlemagne deſcended, fruitful of 


heroes, was alſo fruitful of ſaints, who 
were munificent in the endowment of 


religious houſes, and of whom many em- 


braced the monaſtic Nate in theſe con- 


vents which they had endowed. St. Begga 
and St. Gertrude, who are noted by the 


foun — of reli g houſes in theſe Pro- 
vinces, 
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vinges, were Princeſſes of that family. 
The Princes, and Nobles, of aſter- times, 

imitated this example, attaching a vain 
merit to the contemplatiye life, and hoping 
for an atonement for crimes from their 
liberality to monks and convents. The 
monks, on their part, did not fail to preſs 
into countries, which were noted for their 
early opulence; and the ſuperſtition of 

Spain ſtill increaſed the number of reli- 
gious, and added to thoſe riches which they 
had acquired in earlier times. Thus by 
degrees all the monaſtic orders, of various 
name, and under various leaders, have 
gained a ſeat in the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
and abbies and monaſteries have drawn to 
themſelves a large part of the lands of 
theſe Provinces. a A great number of 
citizens, of both ſexes, have been with- 
drawn, from ſocial life, to waſte their days 
in a rigorous celibacy, and in the gloomy 
exerciſes of the cloiſter ; and the labour of 
3 9 a great 
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{ |® great part of the community has been 
employed for the maintenance of perſons, 
whoſe unprofitable leiſure makes no increaſe 
to the public ſtore. | 

The Sovereign has ſeen the diſadvan- 
tages reſulting to his States from the mul- 
titude of religious houſes ; and the vene- 
ration in which the monaſtic order has 
been ſo long held, has not reſtrained him 
from applying a remedy, by ſuppreſſing a 
part of the convents. The ſenſe of the 
States of the Provinces has agreed in this 
matter with the ſenſe of the Sovereign, 
and in Brabant the Imperial edifts have 
been ſubſcribed by the Council of Brabant. 
Of the religious houſes founded in the 
Auftrian Provinces, ia great number, as 
well in the cities as in the country, are now 
diſſoved. The rigid order of the Car- 
thuſians, moſt recluſe, and moſt abſtracted 
from the world, has been entirely fup- 


preffed. | The other convents that are 
* 8 diſſolved 
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diffolved have been taken indiſcriminately _ 
among the other orders—Ciſtertians or 
Auguſtins, followers of St. Bernard or of 
St. Clara. The Carmelites, an order in- 
troduced by Albert and Ifabella, and which 
traces back its origin to Mount Carmel in 
Paleſtine, have not obtained indulgence. 
The ſolitary hermits have been called to 
forſake their woods and * and a 
with men. | 
This great reformation has been acrcom- 
pliſhed quietly, and without reſiſtance. 
The voice of reaſon, long ſu ppreſſed by 
falſe religion, has at length been heard; 
and the diſſolution of monaſteries, that in 
the ſixteenth century could not be com- 
; paſſed in England without tumult and re- 
bellion, is in this age effected in a Catholic 
country without violence or oppoſition. 
A juſt lenity has been obſerved in this re- 
form; and whilſt the religious, whoſe 
Convents have been diſſolved, are invited to 
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enter into the world, Wader are open 


for the reception of thoſe among them, 
who, wedded to the monaſtic life, chuſe to 
paſs the remainder of their days in thoſę 
obſervances to which they have been loug 
accuſtomed, The religious of both ſexes 


have for the moſt part entered again into 
the world. The Nuns of the Carmelite 


order, more attached to their profeſſion, 
have paſſed into France, where the Prin- 
ceſs Louiſa, a daughter of France, has em- 
braced that rigid order. Neither has the 


wealth of the ſuppreſſed convents been 


ſquandered away, as in England, by a pro- 
fuſe prince, or laviſhed on rapacious favour- 


ites. A part of the eſtates of the diſſolved 
monaſteries is ſet apart for the ſupport of 


the religious who enter into the world, and 


for whom decent penſions are provided: 


the remainder is deſtined for public works 
beneficial to the State, of which ſome have 

been An marked out. 
The 
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The ſuppreſſion of convents, which has as 
yet taken place, may be conſidered only as 
the beginning of a greater re formation that 
is intended. The convents that are ſup- 
preſſed are not the largeſt part of the reli- 
gious houſes, nor are they the moſt conſi- 
derable for their wealth. No abbey has 
yet been diſſolved: and, if the reformation 
proceeds, it is likely that the abbeys will 
fall the laſt, as many of the Abbots in this 
country, like the mitred Abbots of old in 
England who ſat in parliament, are entitled 
to a place in the Aſſembly of the States *. 


It may be remarked that, in the States of Brabant, the 
order of the Clergy is repreſented entirely by Abbots, the 
Prelates who fit in that Aſſembly poſſeſſing a place only on 
account of the abbeys that they hold. The Prelacy was 
dt eſtabliſhed in that Province when the States were con - 
ſtituted. The erection of biſhoprics, and their endow- 
ment from the revenue of the Abbots, was a meaſure of 
Philip the Second, that raiſed much diſcontent, and was 

thought an infringement of the liberties of Brabant. It is 
remarkable alſo, that, in the States of Brabant, the firſt 
place in the order of the Nobles belongs to an Abbot, the 
Abbot of Gemblours, who poſſeſſes that rank not as 2 
dut as Count, of 9 | 

| But 
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But the long reign of Monachiſm feems 
no in all parts of Europe to be drawing 


to a final period. The diffufion of fcience | 


has prepared the overthrow of this inſtitu- 


tion, that owed its growth to ages of igno- 


rance ; and the conduct of the Sovereign of 


theſe Provinces has ſet a fair example to the 
imitation of other Catholic Priaces. Per- 


| haps, in another century, the monaſtic or- 
ders will be fought for in vain in moſt parts 


of Europe, and will leave no other traces 
of themſelves, than in theſe 8 build- 


ings which they once inhabited. 


Whilſt high applauſe i 1s due to 1 So- 
vereign, who by the ſuppreſſion of con- 
vents has rendered ſo great ſervice to his 


States and to human kind, yet juſtice re- 


quires, that the merits of the religious or- 
ders in theſe lands ſhould not be entirely 
forgotten. Let it be remembered that the 
Monks gave the firſt leflons of agriculture 


in a this country, and that the rude waſtes of 
Flanders 
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Flanders were converted into fruitful fields 
by the labour of holy men. If too large ai 
ſhare of the lands has been allotted to con- | 
vents and monaſteries, yet let it be remark- 
ed, that the wealth of the religious houſes: 
has been employed chiefly in hoſpitable 
acts, in the encouragement of elegant arts, 
and in the conſtruction of edifices that have 
adorned the country ; whilſt the farmer has | 
found in the fathers of the convent, whoſe 
lands he rented, humane and indulgent 
landlords. The leiſure of the cloiſter 
has not always been waſted in indolence IJ 
among the Monks in this country have 
been found men that were eminent in arts | 
or letters; and the Abbots here, as former= 
ly in England, have ſtood forth the advo- 
cates of the liberty of the people. It may 
be added alſo, that the lives of the religious 
have been for the moſt part without ſcan- 
dal, an example of ſevere virtue'; and that 
if unwilling captives have been detained 
. within 
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within the convent-walls, victims to the 


pride of families, yet ſometimes the un- 
happy have found a ſuitable retreat in theſe 


manſions of prayer and meditation. This | 
praiſe may be beſtowed on Monachiſm be- 
tore its final departure from theſe regions. 


An inſtitution of the religious kind, 


| which took its riſe in theſe Provinces, and 
is peculiar to them, is the inſtitution of that 


female community named the Beguines: 


The Beguines dwell together in the ſame 
quarter of the city, wear the ſame ſimple 


habit, profeſs obedience to a ſuperior, and 


_ dedicate a part of the day to devotion ; but 


they ſeclude not themſelves, like the Nuns, 


from the world, and they retain the liberty 
of quitting the profefſion of Beguines, and 


of entering into the married ſtate when they 
think fit. The Beguines, when they are 


admitted into this community, are required 


to bring with them a ſmall ſum of money, 
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and other female occupations, ſo that their 
maintenance lays no burden upon the pub- 
lic. St. Begga, whoſe name is retained by 
the Beguines, is ſaid to have founded this 
inſtitution, which yields a reſpectable re- 
treat to women that poſſeſs a ſlender in- 
come, or that may chance to be left with- 
out protector or guide. A great number of 
women in theſe lands take the profeſſion of 
Beguines. A Beguinage is found in everx 
great city, and, ſurrounded with walls, and 
laid out into neat ſtreets and buildings, the 
dwellings of the Beguines, reſembles itſelf 
a ſmall city. e 

_ The religious foundations in this coun- 
try, that are named Noble Chapters, yield 
an honourable ſtation to unmarried ladies 
of noble birth, who poſſeſs not always a 
fortune ſuited to their rank. The Cano- 
neſs ( ſo the lady is named who enters into 
the Noble Chapter) muſt exhibit proofs of 


noble deſcent: : her reſidence at the chapter 
5 impoſe 
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impoſes no auſtere duties, and ſhe is not 
excluded from partaking the innocent 
amuſements of the world ſuitable to her 
birth. The revenue that this foundation 
yields, adds to the independence of her 


income when ſhe is ſingle; and ſhe is at 


hberty to enter into the maried ſtate, and 
to reſign the name and place of Canoneſ; 


- when the thinks proper. Perhaps ſome 
part of the pillage of the monaſteries in 


England might have been more uſefully 
employed in eltabliſhments of this ſort, 
than i in enriching rapacious courtiers. The 
Noble Chapter of Nivelle in Brabant Was 


| founded by St. Gertrude. The Lady of 
Nivelle ( the Abbeſs is named) poſſeſſes | 


a large juriſdiction, and has been ſtyled 
Princeſs of the Empire. The Noble 
Chapter of Andenne, fituated amidſt the 
pleaſing and piftureſgue ſcenes on the 


banks of the Meuſe, was founded by St. 


Bega. * city of Mons owed its firſt 


greatnel 
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greatneſs to the Noble Chapter inſtituted by 
St. Waldrude, of illuſtrious deſcent, and re- 
notyned for Ber pious acts in Haynault. 11 
Valuable eftates, or commanderies; as 
they are called, are poſſeſſed in this coun- 
try by the Teutonic order, which, inſtituted | 
in the time of the Cruſades; by a fantaſtic 
alliance unites the profeſſion of arms with 
that of religion. Men of noble families 
and of moderate income find a reſouree in 
embracing this Order. The Knights of the 
| Teutonic order are required to exhibit proofs 
of noble deſcent, are bound by vows of ce- 
| hibacy, and are beſides required to have 

given proofs of valour by military ſervice, 
before they can attain the emoluments of 
the order. The ſtatutes of the order enjoin, 
that this military ſervice ſhall be performed 
againſt the Infidels; but a diſpenſation 1s 
eaſily obtained in this article, and the Knight 
may be permitted to perform his noviciate 


in arms in the wars between Chriſtian 
. States. 
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States. Great Princes have held the place 
of Grand Maſter of the Teutonic Order ; 
the ambition of a Prince of Brandenburg, 
in the fixteenth century, wha ſeized a large 
part of the poſſeſſions of the Teutonic or- 
der of which he was Grand Maſter, laid the 


Firſt foundation of the greatneſs of the Kings 


of Pruſſia. The Prince Maximilian, bro- 
ther of the Emperor, and Elector of Co- 
logne, . whoſe States almoſt border on theſe 


1 Provinces, 1s at preſent Grand Maſter of 
the Teutonic Order. 
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SECTION XL 


LITERATURE and the ſciences were 
cultivated at an early time in the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, and made quicker advances | 
here than in the neighbouring countries. 
The Dukes of Burgutidy were eminent 
protectors of literature, and by their en- 
couragement forwarded the progreſs of let- 
ters. The antient library of theſe Princes, 
which ſtill remains at Bruſſels, named the 
Library of Burgundy, contained a greater 
number of volumes than was to be found 
in that age in the libraries of moſt Kings. 
Among the earlieſt hiſtorians that flou- 
riſhed in Europe, are to be numbered the 
hiſtorians of this country, ſuperior to the 
cotemporary writers of France and Eng- 
land; Froiſſart of Haynault, who 1 in his 
native Walloon tongue has delineated fo 
P 3 bluappily, 
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happily, and with expreſſions fo natural, 
the manners of the fourteenth century, 
when the Princes of Burgundy: fitſt entered 


into the Low-Countries; Monſtrelet of 


Cambray, who has continued the chronicle 
of Froiſſart, cheriſhed by the Dukes of 
Burgundy, and too partial, as has been 
thought, to that houſe whoſe patronage he, 
enjoyed; Philip de Commines, ſo named 
from that city in Flanders, on the banks of 
the Lys, where he was born, who, i in hiſto- 
rical gravity and political wiſdom, yields 
not. to the renowned writers. of antiquity, 
more worthy. of praiſe, if he had not for- 
ſaken his maſter Charles Duke of Bur- 
gundy, to enter into the ſervice of his 
enemy Louis the Xlth. Under the firſt 
Auſtrian Princes, ſcience ſtill continued to 
adorn this country, and literay merit was 
not unrewarded. Phe, Emperor Maximi- 


lian eſteemed and encouraged learned men. 


Margaret: of Savoy, the Aaughter of Maxi- 
milian 
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ken and Mary of Burgundy, who go- 
verned the Low-Countries for ſorne time 
during the reign of her nephew Charles the 
Vth, was not only the protectreſs of learn- 
ing, but was alſo diftinguiſhed by the ele- 
gance of her own genius *. Charles the 
Fifth, if he added not to his other great 
qualities the praiſe of literary accompliſh- 
ments, yet gave a proof of the reſpe& 
which he bore to letters, in advancing to 
the Papal throne Adrian his preceptor, a 
theologiſt of Louvain. Even amidſt the 
convulſions of civil war, in the inauſpi- 

cious reign of in the IId, the light of 


5 This pr nos in her tender years was betrothed to 
Charles the VIIIth, King of France; and that Prince 
having forſaken her for Anne of Bretagne, ſhe was next be- 

trothed to the Prince of Spain. In her voyage from the 
Low- Countries to Spain, a ſudden tempeſt arifing, the ſhip 
in which ſhe ſailed was in danger of being wrecked, The 
Princeſs is ſaid to have compoſed this epita ph tor herſelf 
in that moment of danger : 

« Cy giſt Margot, la gente demoilelle,- 

« Quꝰ'eut deux maris, et figmourut pucelle,” 
After the ceath of the Prince of Spain, Margaret married 
the Duke a Savoy. 
P 4 1 
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ſcience was not extinguiſhed here, and 


_ ſhone forth brightly during the more fortu- 


nate government of Albert and Iſabella. 
The fall of letters may be dated from the 
middle of the laſt century, when ſo many 


_ cauſes conſpired to work the decline of theſe 


States. That train of diſaſters, which then 


overtook this country, depreſſing the ſpirits 
of the Flemings, tended alſoto enfeeble their 
genius. The government of Spain, under 


the laſt Auſtrian Princes, ill- directed in other 


reſpects to the public good, was negligent 


of letters, and, by that neglect, damped and 


diſcouraged all literary exertion r. The 


Spaniſh ſuperſtition, . taking a deeper root, 


was alſo unfavourable to learning, and 
turned the mind afide from manly purſuits 


to vain and frivolous. ſtudies. At this 
period, while the neighbouring nations 
A Plemiſh Poet having been rewarded with a penſion 


by Louis the XIVth, the Spaniſh Government required 
that the Poet ſhould give up the penſion, but had not the 


generoſity to TY — to him for this ſacrifice. 


advanced 
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Aenne ſo rapidly i in the various parts of 
ſcience, the literary efforts of theſe Pro- 
vinces were few and feeble. A large work, 
entitled * The Acts of the Saints,” and re- 
citing in ample detail the holy exploits of 
all the Saints of the Romiſh Calendar, is 
cited among the brighteſt productions, at 
this time, of the Flemiſh genius. Of this 
ſtupendous work, begun by the learned 
Bolandus, whoſe name his ſucceſſors in 
this taſk have retained, fifty huge volumes 
have already appeared, yet the work is un- 
finiſhed. | 
The ſpirit of improvement, which has 
been gradually riſing. in this country 
under the German Princes, has extended 
its influence to literature. | A taſte for 
ſcience diffuſes itſelf: better and more 
liberal ſtudies are purſued, and the literary 
genius that has long numbered promiſes 
now to aſſume freſh vigour. The care of 


the Sovereign has . conſpired with the tran- 
en 
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qullity of the times to encourage the pro- 
greſs of learning. Among other inſlitutions 
by which the government has ſought the 
advancement of letters, is to be mentioned 
the inſtitution of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Belles Lettres at Bruſſels, 
erected in the reign of Maria Thereſa. 
The Members of this learned Academy 
have already given proof of their talents 
and induſtry, by many ingenious treatiſes 
that embrace: various intereſting! ſubjects, 
and exhibit no unfavourable idea of the 
progreſs of letters in this country. No 
complete hiſtory has yet appeared of the 
Flemiſh Provinces, which have been the 
theatre of ſuch important events, and 
whoſe poſſeſſion has been warmly conteſted 
by the greateſt powers of Europe. A 
learned Member * of the Academy of 
Beplicls, well known by bis literary pro- 


* Mr. Des Roches, Sort} of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and belles Lettres at Bruffels. 


ductions, 
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| zuctions, and by his profound acquaintance 
with the hiſtory of his country, has under- 
taken this taſk, and from his ſtudies may 
be expected a valuable acceſſion to literature. 
The Emperor diſdains not to take the title 

of Protector of the Royal Academy of 

Bruſſels. Letters, that tend ſo much to 
ennoble and elevate the human mind, well 

deſerve the protection of Sovereigns, whoſe 
reigns find often their greateſt ornaments. 
and moſt durable memorials in the writings 
of men of genius. > 

Among the elegant arts, the art of 
painting is that in which the natives of this 
country have made the happieſt efforts. In 
painting, the Flemiſh ſchool yields only to 
the Italian, and in ſome reſpects even emu- 
lates its fame: if the Italians excell in ele- 
gance and grace, the Flemiſh maſters, in 
Juſt imitation of nature, in expreſſion, and 
in {kill of colouring, diſpute the prize. 
Bruges, Bruſſels, but above all Antwerp, 
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are renowned by the eminent painters that 
have flouriſhed in theſe cities. In Rubens, 
whoſe talents embraced all the branches of 
| his art with fo much force and facility, this 
| country boaſts of having poffeſſed a rare and 
ſiublime genius. The delicate pencil and 
fancy of Vandyke, in ſome parts of compo- 
ſition, rivals or ſurpaſſes that of his maſter. 
Other painters of the Flemiſh ſchool 
follow, wlioſe works have gained deſerved 
reputation, Crayer, Jordaens, Snayers, 
Janſſens: nor muſt that artiſt of Antwerp 
be omitted, for whom Love wrought that 
miracle, and transformed the rude tools of 
the Blackſmith into the fine pencil of the 
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Painter. 
Connubizlis Amor de Mulcibre fecit Apellem +. 
The art of painting, like moſt of the 
other arts, is of antient date in this country, 
and had made advances under the Dukes of 
7 Quentin Maſlys, | . 9 
Burgundy, 


THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS» 221 


| Burgundy, by whom its firſt profeſſors were 
_ rewarded. The invention of painting in 
oil is due to John Van-Eyck, an artiſt of 
Bruges in the fifteenth century, who par- 
took of the liberality of the Princes of Bur- 
gundy. Italy ſeized eagerly an invention 
that added a new brilhancy and permanence 
to colours. From that firſt dawning of 
| genius, a continued ſucceſſion of painters 
was carried on to that bright æra, when 
the celebrated maſters of the Flemiſh ſchool 
aroſe, and when this art reached here its 
greateſt eminence, in the beginning of the 
ſeventeenth century. Neither was paint- 
ing loſt in that rude ſhock which the arts 
of this country encountered afterwards, 
and which proved-ſo fatal to moſt of them. 
The laſt Kings of Spain of the Auſtrian 
line, remiſs in more ſerious cares, encou- 
raged this pleaſing art; and their patron- 
age may be thought to have extended its 
influence to the Low- Countries. Nor is 
EY 
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the {kill of the pencil now fallen into neg. 
| Jet here. Academies of painting ſubfiſt i 
moſt of the great cities, and painters are 
found, wha, if they equal not the fame of 
the great maſters of the Flemiſh ſchool, 
yet exerciſe their talents with credit, and 
maintain the reputation that Flanders has 
acquired. Lins and Herreyhs may be 
mentioned as artiſts of note in the line of 
hiftorical compoſition f. 

In architecture and ſculpture, though 
leſs eminent in theſe than i in painting, this 
cou n try yet diſplays monuments of antient 
fkill that are entitled to reſpect. Nor are 
there now wanting able profeſſors of theſe 
arts. Mufic is faid to have been cultivated 
at the Court of the Dukes of Burgundy, 
and the names of Flemiſh maſters are found 
r the earlieſt | compoſers of muſic : 


: 


r The ———_ of this artin England, by their 1 | 
to excellence in late years, have made a grateful return to 
the protection with which they have been honoured by the 
| Sovereign. 


but 
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but this art advanced not here beyond theſe 
firſt eſſays. Froiflart applied himſelf to 
poetry, no leſs than to hiſtory ; and France 
ranks this writer of Haynault among her 
early poets of the fourteenth century, an 
age not greatly favoured by the Muſes. 
Some antient pieces, written in the Flemiſh 
tongue, are ſaid to poſſeſs poetical merit. 
The diſtance at which theſe Provinces have 
been long removed from the reſidence of 
their Sovereigns, difadvantageous in other 
reſpects, may well be ſuppoſed to have 
been particularly prejudicial to the fine arts, 
that need to be: cheriſhed by the ſmiles of 
Princes. | 
| The Flemiſh tongue, the . 1 
guage of the Low-Countries, is, as well as 
the Engliſh tongue, to which it bears a 
great ſimilitude, a branch of the antient 
Teutonic. The Flemiſh language is co- 
pious, bold, and energetie, but little refined 
155 into elegance or ſmoothneſs. It has been 
an 


. 
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an obſtacle to the improvement of this 
tongue, that for ſome ages paſt, ſince theſe 
Provinces paſſed under the ſway of Auſtrian 
Princes, the language of the People has 
ſeldom been the language of the Court. 
The fall of letters alſo in this country, in 
the laſt century, when the neighbouring 
nations applied themſelves to poliſh their 


reſpective tongues, was unfavourable to the 


advancement of this language. It is not 
now probable, that the Flemiſh tongue 
will reach a higher ſtate of improvement 


in the Auſtrian Netherlands. The French 
language, which 1s the proper tongue of the 


Walloon Provinces, has made a rapid pro- 


greſs here in this century, particularly 
fince the war that Louis the XVth waged 


againſt Maria Thereſa, when the Auſtrian 


_ Provinces for ſome years were over-run by 


the armies of France. Not only in con- 


verſation, but alſo in writing, the language 


of France, ſofter and more elegant, but 
- 8 25 leſs 
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leſs nervous than that of the Flemings, has 
entered here into general uſe. In another 
century, it is likely that no other language 
than the French will be ſpoken in this 
country, and that the Flemiſh tongue will 
maintain itſelf only in the Provinces of 
Holland, where it has long ſubſiſted in 
greater purity than in the Auſtrian N ether- 
lands. 

With the language of France, the ants . 
toms and uſages of that country have en- 
tered into the Auſtrian Flanders. The 
forms and faſhions of the French in fami- 
liar life, their courteſy and ſtyle of ſociety, 
their taſte for ſhew and ornament, their 
amuſements and entertainments, are imi- 
tated here. With the modes and faſhions 
of France has alſo been introduced ſome 
ſhare of that relaxation of manners, which 
often accompanies great refinement and po- 
liteneſs, and for which the auſtere will 
think, that the greater rudeneſs, but greater 


J 
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purity, of ſimple times has been ill ex- 
changed. The conqueſt of this country 
by Louis the F ifteenth, may be remarked 
as an ra that wrought the manners of theſe 
Provinces into a greater reſemblance to 
thoſe of France. * 

The Flemings have been remarked for 
their love of liberty, are tenacious of their 
rights, and conſcious of the privileges that 

they poſſeſs: the Joyous Entry of Brabant 
is venerated by the people of that Province. 
According to the teſtimony of antient 
| writers, ſupported by many proofs, the 
Saxons, noted for their love of liberty, 
were tranſported by Charlemagne in great 
numbers from the ſhores of the Baltic into 
Flanders and Brabant, and no ſmall portion 
of their ſpirit ſeems to have been transfuſed 
to their Flemiſh deſcendants. Good faith 
and fincerity have been long noticed as a 
part of the character of the nation : the 
Cardinal Bentivoglio has remarked, that 
Os 3 
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the fairneſs of the complexion of the 
natives correſponds to the candour of their 
minds; nor are the manners of the people 
now changed in that reſpect. As the Fle- 


mings are” ſituated between Holland and 


France, ſo they have been found in their 


works to unite the perſevering temper of the 


Dutch with the ſprightlier fancy of the 
F rench : the Walloons approach to the 
| lively character of that nation on which they 
border. Amidſt the adyances of luxury, the 
antient frugality ſtill exhibits itſelf here in 


many ſtriking features : the fortunes that 


were acquired by antient commerce have not 
been diſſipated, and have been tranſmitted in 
many inſtances, unimpaired, to the deſcend- 
ants of thoſe families by which they were ac- 


| quired. Good orderand tranquillity prevail— 


not leſs the effect of ſober manners, than of | 


wiſe laws and good police :. Daring acts 


of 


in In the Cities the police 1s entruſted to the Magiſtrates. % 


An Officer, who is named the Provoſt-General, is charged 
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of violence ſeldom violate the general quiet, 
and the commiſſion of great crimes is rare. 
A happy equality takes place. No rank of 
men is deſpiſed : the Peaſant is eſteemed in 
his ſtation, and the Nobles are reſpected, | 
without oppreſſing the lower ranks. 
The Nobles in theſe Provinces poſſeſs 


their peculiar privileges, of which the moſt 
important have been noticed. Nobility 
| deſcends here to a lower degree than among 
the Engliſh, and takes in thoſe ranks which 
in England form only the firſt claſs of the 
Gentry, though no rank below that of a 
Baron gains admittance into the Aſſembly 
of the States. Many families here are of a 


with the ſecurity of the highways and the open country, A 
company of Archers, of whom a part are horſe, a& under 
the command of this Officer, Vagrants are ſubjected to the 
authority of the Provoſt-General, but are to be judged by a 
ſpecial Tribunal erected for that purpoſe. This inſtitution is | 
due to the Emperor Charles the Fifth. Beſides the Provoſt- 
General of all the Provinces, Brabant has alſo her own Pro- 
voſt-General commanding his company of Archers. 
The weak police of England has long been made a re- 
proach to her among the nei ighbouring nations. 


very 
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5 very antient nobility, and count a long ſeries 
of illuſtrious anceſtors: the houſes of 
Aremberg, of Ligne, of Merode, and 
other great houſes, boaſt juſtly of the ſplen- 
dour of their pedigree; but it is a diſad- 
vantage, that in this country nobility is ex- 
poſed to ſale, and may be purchaſed by 
money; a bad traffic, which, while it adds 
only a ſmall part to the revenue of the So- 
vereign, debaſes nobility, and aſſigns to 
gold the rewards that belong to merit. A 
law of Haynault has ordained, that perſons 
| who are ennobled in that Province ſhall not 
gain admittance into the States, unleſs their 
_ nobility has been obtained on account of 
| ſervices rendered to the country, It is re- 
markable, that, ſince the beginning of the | 
laſt century, the Nobles of the Province of 
Flanders, by the uſurpation of the two other 
orders, and by their own tame acquieſcence, 
have loſt the brighteſt ornament of nobility, 
and fit no longer in the Aſſembly of the 
States of that Province. 


3 3 8 The 


230 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OP 


The juriſprudence of the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands is guided in part by antient and 
unwritten cuſtoms, in part by the edicts of 


fy DG gol L * 


the Sovereign: where neither antient cuſ- 


toms nor the edicts of the Prince have pro- 
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nounced, recourſe is had to the deciſions of 


e 


the civil law. The antient cuſtoms, that 
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hold the place of laws, differ greatly in the 
different Provinces; a circumſtance not to 
be wondered at, when it is conſidered, that 
the Flemiſh Countries were antiently diſ- 
tinct States, governed by diſtin Princes. 
Even in different diſtricts of the ſame Pro- 
vince, the antient cuſtoms, that are regarded 


as laws, differ widely ; a conſequence of the 
| antient feudal ſyſtem, and found alſo com- 
monly enough in England, where diſtinct 
Manors govern themſelves by diſtinct cuſ⸗ 
toms and uſages. 

Two cuſtoms, that are directly oppoſite, 
the cuſtom of Valenciennes, and the cuſtom 
of Mons, divide the Province of Haynault 

in the important article of the en of 
landed 
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landed property. By the cuſtom of Valen- 


ciennes, it is permitted only to perſons who 


are unmarried to alienate their lands: by 


the cuſtom of Mons, they only who are 
married, and have children, enjoy the right 
of alienating their landed property. The 


Province of Haynault was antiently divided 


between the Courts of Mons and Valenci- 


ennes, and at that time aroſe theſe cuſtoms 
ſo oppoſite that obtain in theſe Provinces. 
The cuſtom of Mons ſeems to be the beſt, 
which preſumes that perſons, who are mar- 
ried and have children, will not ſo raſhly or 
imprudently alienate their property, as they 
who are unmarried. Though Valenciennes 
now belongs to France, yet a large part of 
the Auſtrian Haynault 1s guided IF the 
cuſtom of Valenciennes. 
By the general cuſtom of ns as 
well as of moſt of the Flemiſh States, the 
inheritance, unleſs in the caſe of fiefs, is 
- ſhared equally between the children; 
wholeſome law, that favours the natural 
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equality of men, and prevents the ac- 


cumulation of large eſtates, ſo detrimenta] 
a country It is alſo a commendable 


law, 


* The lands of Grimberg, a fief in Brabant, that gives 


me title of Prince to a noble family, by a ſingular 
_ cuſtom, paſs to the younger ſon in excluſion of the eldeſt, 


This ſingular cuſtom took its riſe from that war between the 
Duke of Brabant and the Loid of Mechlin, of which ſome 
account has been given above. The lands of Grimberg 
antiently belonged to the Bertholds, Lords of Mechlin. 
Godfrey, Duke of Brabant, revenging the injury that had 
been offered to his States by the Lord of Mechlin, com- 
pelled Walter Berthold Lord of Mechlin, and Gerard his 
brother, to ſwear fealty to him, and kept the brothers in a 


| ſtate of obedience. Aſterwards the elder brother, requeſt- 


ing to go as a warrior to the Holy Land, obtained permiſ- 


ſion from the Duke, only on this condition, that he ſhould 


return within a limited time, and that his younger brother 
ſhould remain as a hoſtage in his abſence. The elder bro- 


ther not returning according to his promiſe, and the younger 


brother dying while he was detained as a hoſtage, it was ad- 
judged that, in memory of the wrong which the younger 
brother had thus ſuſtained from the neglect of the elder, the 
lands of Grimberg ſhould from that time ac to the younger 
ſon, in excluſion of the elder. Y 

The Princes of the Low-Countries were not a ads diſtin- 
guiſhed in the wars of the Holy Land., Godfrey of Bouil- | 
lon, the hero of Taffo, and the leader of the Chriſtians in the 
firſt Cruſade, was a native of Brabant, and held the dignity 
of Duke of Lower Lorraine. The Flemings, led by the 


Counts of * made a nation apart in theſe wars, and 
wore- 
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law, by which perſons who are given to 
waſte and diſſipation of their property, are 
reſtrained and limited to a certain part of 
their income, proportioned to their eſtate, 
when due proofs of their diſpoſition to 
waſte and profuſeneſs have been brought 
before the Tribunals of the Province, by 
their children or neareſt kindred. 4 

By a particular cuſtom in certain diſtricts 
of Brabant, the children of the ſecond bed 
are excluded from all ſhare of the lands, 
which belong entirely to the children of 
the firſt bed. By virtue of this cuſtom, 
Louis the Fourteenth, married to the In- 
fanta Maria-Thereſa, daughter of Philip 
the Fourth, King of Spain, by the firſt mar- 
wore a green croſs, while the Engi word k white: audit 


French a red croſs. 


Seguia la gente poi candida e ad | 

Che tra Franchi, & Germani, el mar fi giace, 
Ove la Moſa e ove il Rheno inonda ; 
Terra di Biade e danimai ferace, &c. 


The title of King of 1 has e from the 
heroes of the Crulades to the Emperor, 
os” 
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riage, aſſerted * title to the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands, in oppoſition to Charles the Second, 
the ſon of Philip the Fourth by the ſecond 
marriage; and, on this weak ground, com- 
menced that memorable invaſion of the 
Spaniſh Low-Countries, which firſt inſpired | 
Europe with a jealouſy of his ambition and 
power. The ſucceſſes of France were rapid 
in this invaſion, againſt which the weakneſs 
and flow counſels of Spain had prepared 
little defence. The Queen and all the 
Court of France accompanied the young 
Monarch in his campaign into Flanders— 


ſo that the rude operations of war wore the 


appearance of a party of pleaſure, The 
triple league between England, Sweden, 
and Holland, the work of eminent Stateſ- 
men, Temple and De Witt, arreſted Louis 
in his ambitious career; but the conqueſts 
that he had made in the Low-Countries 
remained to F rance. 


The 
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The criminal juriſdiction in the Cities of 
theſe Provinces belongs, as has been re- 
marked, to the Magiſtrates of the Cities; 
a reſpectable tribunal, oa which the citi- 
zens may ſafely rely. The tribunals in the 
Country, where the Magiſtrates of the 
Villages, named by the Lords in whoſe 
manors the villages are ſituated, exerciſe the 
criminal juriſdiction, are more liable to 
cenſure. In the appointment of the Vil- 
lage-Magiſtrates, too large a ſhare of power 
may be thought to be committed to the 
Lords of Manors, ſucceſſors of the feudal 
Barons. So important a charge, as that of 
judging in cauſes on which the lives of men 
depend, may ſeem alſo to be unwiſely 
truſted to the Magiſtrates of Villages, even 
: when they are aided by the two lettered 
Magiſtrates. A farther objection remains. 
As, in the proſecution of the criminal before 
theſe Village-Tribunals, the expence of the 
proſecution is to be defrayed by the Lord 
| | to 
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' whoſe manor the village belongs, it ſome- 


times happens, that on that account juſtice 
is ſlackly adminiſtered, and that, by the 
willing neglect of the Lord, criminals are 
permitted to make their eſcape. The 
Nobles are vain of the honour of poſſeſſing 
this criminal juriſdiction, i in which may be 
traced the remains, though much contracted, 
of feudal power. 
The criminal laws of England, excellent 
in many reſpects, ordain, that all who are 
accuſed of crimes ſhall be tried in open 
court, and the conſtitution juſtly regards 
this mode of trial as eſſential to liberty. 


This advantage is wanting to theſe Pro- 


vinces, where the 'Tribunals judge with ſhut 
doors. At Antwerp alone, whoſe laws 
and wiſe polity contributed to its antient 
greatneſs, the Citizens claim this right, that 
they are to be tried in open court ; and this 
trial is there inſtituted with much ſolem- | 


The 
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The Lords, who in this country ſtill re- 
tain the ſemblance of feudal power in the 
criminal juriſdiction, poſſeſs alſo, in their 
baronies or manors, moſt of the rights that 
are enjoyed by the Lords of Manors in 
England. | Theſe rights, in ſome inſtances, 
have been abridged by the laws of Brabant. 
As an example of this ſort, it may be * 
marked, that by an article in the Joyous 
Entry of Brabant, in the fourteenth cen- 
tury, it is declared, that all the natives of 
that Province ſhall enjoy the privilege of 
hunting with hound and hawk through all 
the lands of Brabant, excepting only in the 
foreſts of the Prince, and in thoſe manors, 
few in number, that had acquired the right 
of free warren before the beginning of that 
century; an article which marks, among 
many others, the early influence which the 
Commons acquired in this Province, who 
were thus able to controul the feudal Barons 
in thoſe amuſements of which they were 

| | the 


. . p DAL is n 
n * f . n 5 8 5 3 0 N : > 70 SY . 
ot as ri N. 8 e nnn ad 2 al 1 8 10 ; y 4 ca Ws. $ 
emen Aa a ig Ty IH bd ory, Og 81 d n * l N 
3 LE — n 2 ne n N 5 A mp. ** ky" N n fl N 


ER” 


1 a 1 * "Io - 
is f \ * * "4; IN vj"? 
foo Mw: has Abe, 


Av 


as WEAPON . 
Y BY 2 N 
N 2 928 * 5 \ 
2 8 2 ! Namen whe 3 — 
e 3 * Sen 5 2 9 Fat 5 FE 
hl +. 2 ein ONE. 0 5 me TIT L (a IM 4 Sb IR IRS A RAR 5 50 
5 * 1 62 


7 ” Jo EET. x h . 5 Le 
* 9 „l De enn E — * 
E 8 28 ine N r 
er 1 ON 2 f 4 —_ a YT Sr Tc R oh 
8 Cf DO — . , kt IS et <a 8; eee CI, do N * 
Y nnn PR n Na, e eee ' ; N 
1 a1 were of na * 3 * Sich eee e 
* 9 eee M LP I * F en 

4 oli}: all. 55 N W . Q 


8 
9 
n 
f 


75 FL IL, 
— al, N Ry # 
Z s 25 
I Ga * 
2 N r OIL 


= i 5 
SR 
3 


238 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY or 


the moſt jealous, the amuſements of the 


chace. The ſame article extends alſo to 
all the natives of Brabant, the right of fiſh- 
ing in the river Senne, which paſſes through 
Bruſſels. The Brabanders have not failed, 


by the exerciſe of theſe rights, to maintain 


the poſſeſſion of them. 


The Sovereign ſtill poſſeſſes large de- 


meſnes in the Auſtrian Netherlands; and 


the profits of the demeſne lands, Which 


antiently formed here, as in other parts of 


Europe, the largeſt part of the revenue of 


the Prince, ſtill bring no inconſiderable 


acceſſion to the treaſury of the Sovereign. 


The laws of Brabant permit not the de- 
meſnes of the Prince in that Province to 
be alienated, without the conſent of the 
States and Council of Brabant. The noble 


foreſt of Soignes, which approaches almoſt 


to Bruſſels, and which overſpreads a tract 


of country that meaſures thirty miles in 


circuit, containing amidſt its lofty woods 


fruitful 
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fruitful fields, fair ſeats, and populous vil- 
lages, belongs to the demeſnes of the Prince 
in Brabant. In this foreſt, well ſuited to 
a princely reſidence, the Dukes of Brabant 
had their antient ſeat at the caſtle of Ter- 
vure, decayed and fallen into ruins within 
theſe few years paſt. are 

The military fervice of the feudal vaſſals 
gave way here, as in other countries of 
Europe, to a regular army, of which the firſt 
traces occur under Charles the Bold. The 
perpetual enmity which that Prince exer- 
ciſed with Louis the Eleventh, induced him 
to keep on foot a body of regular troops, 
that he might cover his frontier againſt the 
invaſion of France, which began at that 
time to give the firſt example of a ſtanding 
army, ſince imitated. by other nations, and 
productive of ſuch important conſequences 
in Europe. The good order and diſcipline 
that Charles eſtabliſhed in this body of regu- 
lar troops, were ſuited to the martial genius 
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of that- Prince, and were admired in that 
age. A ſublidy is now paid by the States 


of the Provinces for maintaining a military 


force conſiſting of thirty thouſand men. 
The adminiſtration of the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands is conducted chiefly by three 


Councils, whole ſeat is fixed at Brufſels— 
the Council of State, the Privy Council, and 


the Council of Finances ; an arrangement 
that was eſtabliſhed by Charles the Fifth, 


and which has been found well adapted to 


the management of public affairs. 
Since theſe Provinces have ceaſed' to be 
the reſidence of the Sovereign, a Governor 


or Regent, by the appointment of the 


Prince, repreſents the Sovereign in the : 
Auſtrian Netherlands. Though the autho- | 
rity of the Governor is limited by the 


Councils that have been named, yet ſplen- 
did prerogatives are annexed to this charge. 


The Governor maintains the exterior pomp 


of a Sovereign in this country, and Mini- 


ſters 
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ſters from foreign Powers reſide at the 


Court of Bruſſels. When the Walloon 
Provinces conſented to a reconciliation with 
Spain, Philip the Second entered into an 
engagement, that the office of Regent, or 
5 Governor, in the Netherlands ſhould be 


conferred only on Princes of the Blood of 
the Sovereign. This article has commonly 
been adhered to; and when a, perſon of 


inferior rank has been raiſed to this dignity, 


a clauſe has been ſubjoined to the patent of 


his office, that he ſupplies that ſtation only 
till the Sovereign ſhall depute a royal perſon 


of his own blood. The important charge 
of Regent has ſometimes been beſtowed on 


Princefles of the houſe of Auſtria ; and 


their government has ſhewn, that they 
were not unequal to the truſt repoſed in 
them. The tranquillity and flouriſhing 


ſtate of the Netherlands, under Charles the 
Fifth, was in a great meaſure due to the 


* iſe adminiſtration of the Auſtrian Prin- 
R ceſſes, 
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ceſſes, Margaret of Savoy and Mary of 


Hungary. The prudence and moderation 
of Margaret of Parma, in the reign of Phi- 
lip the Second, had well nigh ſuppreſſed 
| thoſe tumults in the Low-Countries, that 
were kindled anew by the intemperate zeal 


of the Duke of Alva. The Archducheſs 
Maria-Chriſtina, ſiſter of the Emperor, now 


holds the office of Regent of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands“: the Duke Albert, her huſ- 


band, a Prince of the Electoral Houſe of 
Saxony, is aſſociated with her in this 
dignity, | 
*The Queen of France, che Queen of Naples, the Du- 
cheſs of Parma, are al ſo ſiſters of the Emperor: the flou- 


riſhing houſe of Auſtria-Lorraine ſpreads its way and aff- f 
nities over a 3 part of Europe. | 


"SRC 


/ 
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"SEO TTON mr. 


A FORTUNATE martiage, and the 


law of ſucceſſion in theſe Provinces, gave 


Flanders, Brabant, and Limburg to the 


houſe of Burgundy : Namur and Luxem- 
burg were obtained by purchaſe : Haynault 


was acquired by a title leſs honourable and 


juſt; and hiſtory preſents an intereſting re- 


lation in recording the misfortunes of the 


Princeſs Jacoba of Haynault. 


Nature had beſtowed her faireſt gifts on 


this Princeſs—rare beauty, a ſprightly and 


penetrating genius, with firmneſs and reſo- 
lution beyond her ſex ; and Fortune pro- 
miſed to her in her youth a brilliant deſtiny. | 
Her father, William Count of Haynault, 


was alſo Count of Holland, Zeland, and 


Frieſland. The only daughter of the Count 
of Haynault, and the heireſs of his States, 
| R 2 | Jacoba 
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Jacoba derived alio no ſmall luſtre from the 


great families to which ſhe was related. 


Her father was deſcended from the illuſtri- 
ous houſe of Bavaria“: her mother, Mar- 


garet of Burgundy, was the ſiſter of John 


Duke of Burgundy, Count of Flanders and 


| Artois, whoſe family, now ſeated in the 


Netherlands, began to acquire great conſi- 
deration in theſe Provinces, and whoſe 


younger brother Antony had been called to 
reign in Brabant. But the ill fate of Jacoba 


had decreed, that in theſe great families, to 
which ſhe was by blood ſo nearly related, 
ſhe ſhould find her moſt bitter enemies. 

At the age of fifteen, Jacoba, while her 
father was. yet alive, was married to the 


; young Duke of Touraine, little advanced in 


years beyond herſelf, the ſecond ſon of 


Charles the Sixth, King of France. By 


* On account of her deſcent from this family, this Prin- 
ceſs is often named by the Flemiſh writers Jacoba van Bey- 
eren, Jacoba of Bavaria, By the French writers, whom 
the 2 5 8 copy, ſhe is named MO 


this | 
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this marriage, Fortune ſeemed to prepare 
for the Princeſs a high exaltation. In a 
few months after the marriage, the Duke of 
Touraine, by the death of his elder brother, 
became Dauphin, and the ambition of Ja- 
coba was flattered with the proſpect of 

| ſharing the throne of France. But this 
bright expectation ſoon vaniſhed. The 
Dauphin, her huſband, in the ſecond year 
of his marriage was taken off by a ſudden 
1 death, not without ſuſpicion that poiſon 
had been ſecretly adminiſtered to him by 
his unnatural mother, Iſabella of Bavaria, 
well known by her crimes in the hiſtory of 
France. | | 
The death of this young Prince was the 
beginning of the misfortunes which Jacoba 
was deſtined to prove from marriage. The 
death of the Count of Haynault followed 
ſoon after that of the Dauphin, and Jacoba, 
by the death of her father, ſuccceded to his 
dominions of Haynault, Holland, Zeland, 
| R 3 and 
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and Frieftand. The care of providing a 
ſuitable marriage for his daughter, a widow 
at fo early an age, and the heireſs of ſo 
many States, had engaged the thoughts of 
the Count of Haynault before his death ; 
and he had recommended to her choice her 


: kinſman the young Duke of Brabant, who 


was alſo ſprung from the houſe of Burgun- 
dy, and whoſe dominions, bordering on 
Holland and Haynault, were ſo happily 


fituated to be united with her own. Mar- 


garet of Burgundy, the | mother of Jacoba, 


wiſhing the alliance with a Prince of her 


own houſe, ſolicited her daughter to com- 
ply with the laſt requeſt of her father ; and 
the Princeſs, at the age of eighteen, con- 
ſented to give her hand to the Duke of 
Brabant. But this unhappy marriage, to 
which Jacoba had yielded more from de- 
ference to her parents, and from reaſons of 
tate, than from her own inclination, proved 
the 'principal cauſe of her misfortunes. 
E = 
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John Duke of Brabant, the ſon of Antony 
Duke of Brabant, who had been ſlain not 
long before, fighting in the fields of Agin- 
court againſt Henry the Fifth of England, 
was in the eighteenth year of his age at the 
time of his marriage; a prince of a narrow 
underſtanding, of a feeble conſtitution, and 
little ſuited to gain the affections of a prin- 
ceſs of the ſprightly character of Jacoba. 
An occaſion ſoon preſented itſelf, that 
diſplayed the weakneſs of the Duke of Bra- 
bant, and the ſuperior genius of the Princeſs. 
John of Bavaria, the uncle of Jacoba, a tur- 
bulent and ambitious -prince, upon a vain 
title aſſerted his right to Holland and Hay- 
nault, and, ſeconded by a diſaffected party 
in Holland, made ſo great a progreſs in that 
province, that it was found neceſſary to 
oppoſe him by arms. In that war, Jacoba, 
who poſſeſſed valour and martial proweſs, 
of which examples in that age were not few 
among the ſofter ſex, took the field at the 
| NS . __ head 
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head of her troops of Haynault, and, by her 
undaunted ſpirit, animated them to fi ignal 
acts of bravery 3 ; whilſt the Duke of Bra- 


bant, by his unwarlike character. ſpread 


dejection among his troops of Brabant, and 
rendered the ſucceſſes of the Princeſs fruit- 
leſs, and of no effect. At length, that he 


might hide his ſhame, he drew his forces 


away from Holland, commanding Jacoba 


to follow him into Brabant; and an inglo- 
rious peace, upon diſadvantageous terms, 
was concluded with John of Bavaria. 

If Jacoba had reafon to be difpleaſed at 
the little ardour that the Duke had fhewn 
in the defence of her dominions, his con- 
duct afterwards tended ſtill more to alicnate 


her. Neglecting the Princeſs, he eſtranged 


himſelf from her company, purſuing mean 
pleaſures, and yielding to the guidance of 
unworthy favourites. To the neglect of 
the Princeſs he added harſhneſs and ill uſage, 
diſmiſſing from her perſon her women that 

had 


— 
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had accompanied her from Haynault, and' 


1n other inſtances treating her with Contu- 


mely. The contempt that Jacoba had be- 


fore entertained of her huſband was now 


changed into reſentment ; and, liſtening to 
her anger, ſhe took the reſolution of depart- 


ing from her huſband and from Brabant, 


and of retiring into her own country of 


Haynault, 

| Jacoba, in the full luſtre of her ES 
had attained only her twentieth year when 
ſhe withdrew herſelf from her huſband. 
Inclined to the tenderneſs of love, and capa- 


ble of feeling that paſſion in all its ardour, 


ſhe had proved a ſevere diſappointment in 


her union with the Duke of Brabant, and 


ſhe now thought only of diſſolving an union 


that had been to her ſo unhappy. A reaſon 


was not wanting in the nearneſs of blood 
between her and the Duke of Brabant; and 
this reaſon had been thought ſo powerful an 
objection to the marriage, that the Pope 
280 Martin 
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Martin the Fifth, who gave the permiſſion 
| to marry, had at one time, on account of 


the neameſs of blood, revoked that diſpen- 


ſation, which he afterwards granted. 


While Jacoba ſought to annul her marriage 


with the Duke of Brabant, ſhe caſt her 


eyes on a Prince who ſeemed more _— 
of her affection. | 
Henry the Fifth, King of England, at 


this time waged thoſe wars begun by Ed- 


ward the Third, that were ſo fatal to France. 
The courſe of the war had led this Prince 
to the borders of the Low- Countries, and 


the frontier of Artois had been the ſcene of 


his ſplendid victory of Agincourt. Among 
the Princes and Nobles of England that 
attended Henry in this war, the Princeſs 
Jacoba had ſeen and diſtinguiſhed the 
youngeſt brother of the King, Humphry 


Duke of Gloceſter, whoſe name is fo well 


known in the Engliſh ſtory ; a prince at 


this time in the flower of his age, hand- 


ſome, 
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ſome, ſprightly, brave, and endowed with 
all thoſe qualities that might gain the heart 
of the Princeſs. In an union with this 


accompliſhed Prince, Jacoba hoped that ſhe 
might find that happineſs, which ſhe had 
ſought in vain with the Duke of Brabant. 
The Duke of Gloceſter, on his part, was 


neither inſenſible to the charms of Jacoba, 


nor unmoved by the proſpect which opened 
itſelf to his ambition, in the poſſeſſion of a 
Princeſs the ſovereign of ſo many States. 
Thus mutually attracted, Jacoba and the 
Duke of Gloceſter flattered themſelves, that 


they might prevail upon the Pope to annul 


the former marriage of Jacoba with the 
Duke of Brabant ; the more eaſily, that the 


Church was at this time rent by a ſchiſm, 
and that Pope Martin the Fifth found a 
competitor for the papal throne in Bene- 
dict the Thirteenth. But whilſt the Duke 
and the Princeſs indulged the hope, that 

their marriage might be eaſily effected, a 


powerful 
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252 _ SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY or 
powerful obſtacle to their union aroſe in 
the kinſman of Jacoba, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy. 3 . 


Philip, Duke of Burgundy and Count of 


F landers and Artois, had lately ſucceeded 


to theſe dominions by the death of his 
father Join, flain at Montereau by the con- 
trivance of the Dauphin of France, after- 
wards Charles the Seventh. Philip, pol. 
ſeſſed of eminent talents, nouriſhed an am- 


bitious mind, and, already maſter of ample 
domains in the Netherlands, ſought to aug- 


ment his power in that country. The fair 
inheritance of his kinſwoman, the Princeſs 
of Haynault, preſented an object to which 
the ambition of this Prince aſpired; and 
he had ſtudied to draw advantage to him- 
ſelf by fomenting troubles in her States. 
For this purpoſe he had formed a league 


with John of Bavaria, and had ſecretly aided 


him in his enterpriſes in Holland. As he 
indulged the hope that no progeny would 


ariſe 
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ariſe from the bed of the Duke of Brabant, 
he had not been much moved by the mar- 
riage of Jacoba to that Prince, and he had 
afterwards heard with ſatisfaction of the 
variance that had taken place between that 
ill-aſſorted pair; but he was greatly alarmed 
hen he learned the new engagements that 
the Princeſs had formed with the Duke of 
Gloceſter, and reſolved to employ all his 


efforts to prevent their intended union. 


With this view, whilſt he applied himſelf 


to oppoſe the ſuit of Jacoba to the Papal 


See, he alſo made warm repreſentations 


againſt this marriage to King Henry and the 


| Engliſh Court, where he juſtly poſſeſſed 
much influence. England had been in- 
debted for a great part of her triumphs 


over France, to the aid of the houſe of Bur- 


gundy ; and her future ſucceſſes in that war 
| depended much on the aſſiſtance of that 
powerful houſe. The reſentment that Phi- 
lip had conceived againſt the Dauphin, on 


account 
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264 SRETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF 
account of the aſſaſſination of his father, 
no bound him in firm amity with Eng- 


land ; and it was of much moment, that 
no juſt cauſe of offence ſhould be given to 


this Prince, by which this band of union 


mi ght be weakened. The influence which 


Philip poſſeſſed in the Engliſh Court was 


alſo augmented by his affinity to the Duke 


of Bedford, the ſecond brother of the King, 


a brave and accompliſhed prince, to whom 


he had given his ſiſter Anne in marriage. 


But the oppoſition, though powerful, of 
the Duke of Burgundy did not hinder the 
Princeſs Jacoba and the Duke of Gloceſter 


from the accompliſhment of their purpoſe. 


The Princeſs paſſed over into England, 


where ſhe was well entertained by the 


King and the Engliſh Court, and where ſhe 
married the Duke of Gloceſter. And that 
a papal ſanction might not be wanting, 
a ſentence was ſoon after procured from 


Benedict the Thirteenth, by which her 
former 
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former marriage was annulled, and her 
marriage with the Duke of Gloceſter was 
eſtabliſned. Fortune now ſeemed to ſmile 
on Jacoba, and with an amiable Prince ſhe 
taſted a happineſs that ſhe had not before 

experienced. The Duke of Gloceſter 

took the title of Count of Haynault, Hol- 
land, and Zeland, and a large part of the 
Netherlands ſeemed deſtined to the ſway 
of an Engliſh Prince. After ſome time, 
the Duke, accompanied by a body of 
Engliſh troops, paſſed over with the Prin- 
ceſs into Haynault, to take poſſeſſion of the 
dominions that he now claimed by the title 
of his marriage. lend Fe 

But the felicity of Jacoba was of no long 
duration, and ſhe was ſoon to prove the il] 
effects of nuptials too precipitately con- 
tracted. The Duke of Burgundy, now 
full of reſentment, inveighing ſeverely 

againſt the light conduct of Jacoba, and 


complaining loudly of the wrong that was 
done 
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done to the Duke of Brabant, joined his 


troops to thoſe of that Prince, and a pow- 


erful army advanced into Haynault to op- 
Pole the Duke of Gloceſter. I he force of 
the Duke of Gloceſter was not able to 


withſtand the combined army of Burgundy 
and Brabant, and a ſlaughter was made of a 


great part of the Engliſh troops at Braine | 
in Haynault. Letters of mutual accuſation 


and defiance now paſſed between the Dukes 
of Burgundy and Gloceſter, and a day was 
appointed for the ſingle combat of theſe 
Princes. Whilſt by this defiance, which 


yet in the end took no effect, a ſuſpenſion 


of arms is produced, the Duke of Gloceſter 


took that occaſion of returning into Eng- 


land, that he might collect a larger force. 

The Princeſs had at firſt determined to ac- 5 
company him thither; but, won by the 
prayers of the citizens of Mons, who gave 
ſolemn aſſurances that they would defend 
her during che abſence of the Duke, ſhe 


conſented 
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conſented to remain in Haynault, and to 


fix her abode at Mons. She had ſoon © 


cauſe to repent of this too eaſy compliance. 
No ſooner had the Duke of Gloceſter de- 


parted, than the Duke of Burgundy applied 


all his efforts to ſeduce the people of Hay- 
nault from their duty to their Sovereign, 
and in particular to gain the city of Mons. 
In this he ſucceeded too well; and the 
Princeſs, betrayed by the citizens of Mons, 
in whom ſhe had truſted, and finding no 
ſuccour from the Duke of Gloceſter, to 
whom ſhe conveyed her griefs in a letter 
written from her“ falſe and traitorous city 
of Mons“, as ſhe ſtyles that place, was 


compelled to ſurrender herſelf to the Duke 


of Burgundy, and was by him conducted 
a priſoner to his city of Ghent in Flanders. 
The courage of Jacoba did not forſake 
her in this diſtreſs. Diſguiſing herſelf in 
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man's apparel, and paſſing through the 
ſtreets of Ghent by night, ſhe found means 
to eſcape into her Province of Holland, 
where ſhe was gladly received by that party 
which remained faithful to her intereſts. 
Here ſhe found herſelf at the head of nu- 
merous forces, and gave an overthrow to 
her diſaffected ſubjects in that Province. 
The Duke of Burgundy, to whom John of 
Bavaria had now bequeathed his pretended 
right to the States of Jacoba, alarmed at tlie 
ſucceſs of the Princeſs, advanced with his 
army into Holland. While Jacoba oppoſes 
a brave reſiſtance to this Prince, the Duke 
of Gloceſter ſolicits freſh ſuccours in Eng- 
| land, where he was retarded by many ob- 
ſtacles. Henry the Fifth was now dead, 
and the crowns of England and of France 
had deſcended to his infant ſon, Henry the 
Sixth, a prince born to an unhappy deſtiny ; 


and a troubled minority uſhered in an un- 
| fortunate reign. Though the Duke of 
Gloceſter 
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Gloceſter was now advanced to a high 
rank, and poſſeſſed popular qualities, yet he 
found the Engliſh Court little -diſpoſed to 
ſupport his pretenſions in Haynault with 
warmth. The ftrife between the Dukes of 
Burgundy and Gloceſter had greatly inter- 
rupted the ſucceſſes of England, in the war 
that ſhe waged in France. The Duke of 
Bedford, knit in affinity with the Duke of 
Burgundy, and now appointed Regent in 
France, was ſolicitous that the whole force 
of England ſhould be employed againſt 
that kingdom. The ambitious Beaufort, 
Biſhop and afterwards Cardinal of Win- 
cheſter, ſought to thwart the views of the 
Duke of Gloceſter, from the hatred which 
he entertained againſt the Duke, and which 
did not terminate but with the life of that 
Prince. ; At length, after many delays, an 
Engliſh force was obtained, and, under the 
command of the Lord Fitzwalter, was ſent 
into Holland, to the aid of the Princeſs of 
Sa Haynault. 
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Haynault. But this force was too weak to 
effect the intended purpoſe, and, ſoon after 
its landing on the ſhore of Holland, was 5 


attacked by the Duke of Burgundy, and 


after a ſharp conflict overthrown, the Lord 
Fitzwalter eſcaping with difficulty to his 

ſhips. 5 5 
The defeat of 4 Engliſh army was a 
fevere diſappointment to the hopes of 
Jacoba, and other diſaſters ſoon followed. 
The Duke of Burgundy failed not to im- 
prove his victory ; and whilſt he purſued 
with vigour his ſucceſſes in arms, he alſo, 
by his arts and addreſs, drew away the Pro- 


vinces of Jacoba more and more from their 


Sovereign. Martin the Fifth, triumphant 


over his rival Benedict the T hirteenth, and 


obſequious to Philip, iflued at the ſame _ 


time a bull, by which the marriage of 
Jacoba with the Duke of Gloceſter was 


annulled, and her firſt marriage with the 


Duke of Brabant was confirmed ; a ſevere 
clauſe 
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clauſe was added, by which the Princeſs 
was reſtrained from marrying the Duke of 
Gloceſter, even if ſhe ſhould become a 
widow by the death of the Duke of Bra- 
bant; an event which, from the ill health 
of that Prince, ſeemed not far diſtant. But 
the blow that imprinted the deepeſt wound 
on the mind of Jacoba, was the inconſtancy 
of the Duke of Gloceſter. That Prince, 
from a compliance, as he pretended, with 
the counſels of his brother and the Duke of 
Bedford, but more from that unworthy 
paſſion which he entertained for Eleanor 
Cobham, when he afterwards married, and 
whoſe pride wrought his ſhame, now de- 


clared his purpoſe of ſeparating himſelf 


from the Princeſs of Haynault, and of 


yielding entire obedience to the mandate of 
Martin the Pope. Deſerted by her ſub- 
jets, forſaken by the ungrateful Duke of 
 Gloceſter, preſſed by the armies of Philip, 
the unfortunate Jacoba, after many exertions 
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of a noble and valorous ſpirit, was obliged | 


to yield to the Duke of Burgundy, and to 


ſubmit to thoſe harſh terms that he now 
preſcribed. The tenor of theſe terms was 


ſuch as ſufficiently declared the ſecret am- 


bition by which that Prince had been ſo 


long actuated: By the firit article it was 
ſtipulated, that all the dominions of Jacoba 
were to be governed by Philip, who was to 
rule in them by the title of her Lieutenant. 
A ſecond article not leſs rigorous was im- 
poſed on the Princeſs, now a widow by the 
death of the Duke of Brabant, that ſhe 


| ſhould not be at liberty to contract any 8 


ture marriage without the conſent of the 


States of her Provinces, and of the Duke of 


Burgundy. 


Jacoba had not exceeded her twenty- 


ſeventh year, when ſhe was obliged to ſub- 


mit to theſe hard laws.. Yielding now to 
her ill fortune, and diveſted of all authority 
in her Provinces, while ſhe retained the 


name 
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| name of Sovereign, ſhe retired into the 
country of Zeland, where a ſlender revenue 
was ſupplied by Philip to her expence. 
There, in thoſe iſlands that are ſurrounded 
by the Scheld, where, dividing itſelf into 
many channels, it pours its waters into the 
ocean, ſhe indulged thoſe melancholy re- 
flections which the misfortunes of her life 
ſuggeſted. Sometimes, in order to amuſe 


her melancholy, ſhe joined in the village- 


ſports, and inſtituted exerciſes in archery, 


or in horſemanſhip. In theſe exerciſes, in 
which ſhe excelled, and that were ſuited to 


her martial genius, ſhe was well pleaſed to 


win the prize, and to be proclaimed Queen 
by the voice of the villagers. Thus ſhe 
paſſed two years, her beauty as yet little 
impaired by time, or by the accidents of 


her life, when Love, that had wrought her 


ſo many diſtreſſes, ſurpriſed her again in her 
retirement, and prepared for her new miſ- 


fortunes. 
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Among the Lords in Holland who hd 
been the moſt adverſe to the intereſts of 


Jacoba, and who on that account had been 
rewarded by Philip, was Francis Borſelen, 


Lord of Martendyke. This nobleman 
poſſeſſed large eſtates in Zeland, and fre- 
quently made his abode in that province. 
His oppoſition to the intereſts of Jacoba 
had long kept him at a diſtance from that 
Princefs, till an accident, that fortune threw 
in his way, and of which he profited, gained 
him an acceſs to her acquaintance. Mar- 


garet of Burgundy, the mother of Jacoba, 


having ſent to her daughter a preſent of a 
fine horſe from Haynault ; and Jacoba, from 


the extreme parſimony of the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, being unable to reward the perſon 
by whom the horſe had been brought ſo 

liberally as ſhe wiſhed ; Borſelen, who had 


learnt her diſtreſs from a domeſtic, took 


occaſion to preſent a large ſum of money 


with fo good a grace, that the Princeſs, 
| touched 
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touched with his generous proceeding, 
forgot the prejudices which ſhe had enters 
tained againſt him, and gave orders that he 


ſhould have free admittance to her company. 


A nearer acquaintance prepoſſeſſed her Rill 
more in favour of Borſelen, who to a grace- 
ful perſon joined courtly and engaging man= 
ners. At length her inclination for this 


Nobleman, growing from the retirement in 


which ſhe lived, and perhaps alſo from the 
hard reſtraints impoſed upon her, became ſo 
ſtrong, that, forgetting the diſparity of rank, 


and the engagements by which ſhe was 
fettered, ſhe united herſelf with Borſelen by 
a private marriage, | 


Philip, who had employed ſpies to watch 


the conduct of Jacoba, was no ſooner ap- 


priſed of this marriage, than he haſtened to 
draw from it that advantage which it afford- 
ed to his ambition. While he was inwardly 
pleaſed, he affected violent indignation. 
Borſelen by his command was apprehended, 


and 
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and conveyed from Zeland to the Caſtle of - 
Rupelmonde in Flanders, fituated at the 
confluence of the Rupel and the Scheld. 
Here, agg gravating the preſumption of 
which this Nobleman had been guilty, 
with a view to alarm the Princeſs, he 
cauſed the report to be ſpread, that the life 
of Borſelen was to atone for his offence. 
The Princeſs of Haynault, apprehenſive 
for the life of her huſband, collected a ſmall 
force in Zeland, and, having armed ſome 
veſſels, ſailed up the Scheld, with the hope 
of ſurpriſing Rupelmonde, and delivering 
her huſband. When ſhe approached to 
Rupelmonde, the learned that her deſign 
had been diſcovered, that a large force Was 
aſſembled at Rupelmonde, and that Philip 8 
himſelf was in the Caſtle. Diſappointed 
in her ſcheme, ſhe next requeſted that ſhe 
might be permitted, from her veſſel, to 
ſpeak with her couſin the Duke of Bur- 
* ; and the Duke not declining the 


conference, 
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| conference, ſhe inquired earneſtly of n bf 
her huſband was yet alive. Philip, as if 
to remove her apprehenſions, commanded 
that Borſelen ſhould be brought forth on 
the terrace that bordered the river; when 
the Princeſs, with the ardour that was na- 1 
tural to her, tranſported with joy at the 
fight of a perſon ſo dear, and forgetting that 
ſhe gave herſelf into the power of the 
Dake, inſtantly ſprang from her veſſel 
upon the ſhore, and ran with eagerneſs to 
embrace her huſband: =} | 
Philip had now obtained the advantage 
which he ſought, and, detaining the Prin- 
ceſs, wrought lo powerfully on her fears 
for her huſband, that, in order to pur- 
chaſe the life and liberty of Borſelen, ſhe 
conſented to yield up to the Duke the en- 
tire Sovereignty of all her States and Do- 
minions. So high a price did the ambition 
of the Duke require for the ranſom of Bor- 
ſelen! Philip, having attained that object 


to 
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to which he had long aſpired, took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the States of Jacoba ; and thoſe 
Provinces, accuſtomed to his controul, 
and by his arts indiſpoſed towards their 
Sovereign, ſubmitted quietly to his go- 
vernment. In return for that ample con- 
ceſſion which the Princeſs had made, he 
aſſigned to her certain eſtates in Holland 
and Zeland, which Jacoba, ſetting no 
bounds to her affection for her huſband, 
beſtowed in free gift on Borſelen. This 
Nobleman was alſo created Count of Oſter- 
vant, and decorated with the orden of the 
Golden F leece, lately inſtituted by Philip. 
Thus was acquired by Philip Duke of 
Burgundy, and by him tranſmitted to his 
deſcendants, the Province of Haynault, and 
with it the Provinces of Holland, Zeland, 
and Frieſland. This Prince has been 
diſtinguiſhed by the title of Philip the 
Good, an appellation to which he is in ſome 
degree entitled from the general mildneſs 
of 
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1 his government : but impartial Hiſtory 
will always reproach him with the wrongs 
done to the Counteſs of Haynault ; and his 
unkind and ungenerous treatment of this 
Princeſs, his kinſwoman, and the unfair 
advantage that he drew from her errors in 
conduct, errors that merit great indulgence, 
imprint a deep -and indelible ſtain on his 
memory. 

Jacoba; who, in place- of all her pom- 
pous titles, now bore only the title of 
Counteſs of Oftervant, paſſed into Zeland, 
to taſte the pleaſures of a humble ſtation, 
in the company of a huſband to whom ſhe 
had given ſuch proofs of entire affection. 
Hiſtory has not ſpoken of her in her re- 
treat, but it appears that her life did not 
laſt long beyond this period. She died at 


the age of thirty-ſix, and was buried in 


the tomb of the Counts of Holland. In 
her retirement, ſhe had ſometimes amuled 


herſelf 
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herſelf in framing vaſes of carthen ware: 

many of theſe have been found in the lake 
that ſurrounded the Caſtle where ſhe re- 
ſided, and were long religiouſſy kept by 
the people of the country, who named them 
the vaſes of the Lady Jacoba of Hay- 


naul t « 4, 8h 
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SECTION XIIL 


IN the church of Notre-Dame in Bruges | 
lie interred the remains of Charles the Bold, 
the laſt Duke of Burgundy. The hiſtory 
of Charles the Bold conveys an important 
leſſon to the ambition of Princes. The 
greatneſs of the houſe of Burgundy, raiſed 

| by the ſucceſſive cares of three fortunate 
Princes his predeceſſors, had attained a high 
elevation when Charles began to reign ; 
and temperate, magnanimous, and brave, 
this Prince poſſeſſed many of the virtues 
: that belong to a Sovereign. But his good 
qualities were overpowered by an unbound- 
ed ambition, and the unconquerable love of 
arms, which precipitated him into under- 
takings raſh and hazardous, that in the end 
wrought his own overthrow, and the cala- 
mity of his houſe and people. 

CEE On 
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On the death of his father Philip the 
Good, Charles ſucceeded to the States of 
Burgundy, as well as to the dominions of : 
Philip in the Netherlands: The Provinces 
of the Netherlands flouriſhed at that time | 
beyond all the countries of Europe in arts, 
in commerce, and in- wealthy and populous 
cities. Philip had united almoſt all theſe 
Provinces under his command, and Charles 
now crowned that dominion by the acceſ- 
ſion of the Province of Gelderland. The 
wealth of his States, together with the vaſt 
treaſures that had been accumulated by 
Philip his father, the moſt opulent Prince of 
his age, raiſed the power of Charles to an 
equality with that of the greateſt Monarchs. 
His own perſonal qualities, and undaunted 
courage in war, added to the reſpect in 
which he was held among the Princes of 

Europe. e | 
An early animoſity had taken place be- 
tween this Prince and Louis the Eleventh, 
King 
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King of France. Charles, during the life 
of his father, and whilſt he yet bore only 
the title of Count of Charolois, had car- 
ried his arms into France, where he had 
ſtirred up a dangerous war againſt Louis, 
and, at the battle of Mont-I'heri, waged 
againſt that Prince, contracted that love of 
war, which afterwards became his ruling 
paſſion. Since the death of his father, 
Charles had given proofs vf the ſame hoſtile 
diſpoſition towards Louis, and by his en- 
terpriſes kept that monarch in conſtant 
alarm and inquietude. In Germany, the 
ſevere ven geance which Charles had inflicted 
on the city of Liege, had impreſſed the 
terror of his arms on the Princes of the 
Empire that were his neighbours ; and 
the Emperor Frederic, though remote, was 
not without apprehenſions from his war- 
luke and ambitious ſpirit. In England, he 
was joined in league with Edward the 


Fourth, who now triumphing over the 
* „ houſe 
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houſe of Lancaſter, had advanced the houſe 
of York to the Engliſh throne. Edward, 
when driven from England by the Earl of 
Warwick, had ſought an aſylum in the 


States of the Duke: Charles had eſpouſed 
Margaret of York, the ſiſter of Edward, 


and, as a mark of reſpect for the Engliſh 
King, wore the order of the Garter ; whilſt 


Edward, in token of like amity, wore the 


order of the Duke, the Golden Fleece. 


The league that ſubſiſted between theſe 
Princes tended to increaſe the apprehenſions 
which Louis of France entertained from 
the power of Charles. | 

One only daughter, Mary of Burgundy, | 


was the heireſs of the dominions of the 


Duke; and that circumſtance was artfully 


improved by Charles to the purpoſes of his 
ambition. Many Princes, drawn by the 

Proſpect of fo rich a ſucceſſion, aſpired to 
the marriage of Mary of Burgundy ; and 
Charles, holding the ſuitors of the Princeſs 

| in 
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in ſuſpenſe, or flattering them with hopes 
which he ſtill delayed to fulfil, added to his 
own importance, and rendered many Sove- 
reigns in Europe dependent upon him. 
Elated with the greatneſs of his houſe, 
and with conſtant ſucceſs, Charles, now in 
the ſixth year of his reign, ſought to deco- 
| rate his family with a royal title. F or this 
| purpoſe, he ſolicited the Emperor Frederic 
to raiſe his States into a Kingdom, by the 
title of that antient Kingdom of Burgundy, 
ot which a part was contained in his domi- 
nions. Frederic, gained by the hope which 
Charles gave of beſtowing the Princeſs 
Mary in marriage on his ſon, the Archduke 
Maximilian, conſented to his requeſt, and 
Triers on the Moſelle was appointed as the 
place where Charles was to be crowned 
King of Burgundy. The preparations for 
this auguſt ceremony were made by the 
Duke with the magnificence ſuitable to his 
greatneſs : the ſceptre, the crown richly 
FI _*_-— adorned 
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adorned with diamonds, the royal throne, 


were provided ; and Charles, at the time 


appointed, made his entry into Triers with 


mighty pomp, and a ſplendid retinue. The 


Emperor alſo repaired to Triers, according 


to his promiſe, though the pomp of his ap- 
pearance could not vie with the ſplendour of 
the Duke of Burgundy : but before the day 
arrived that had been fixed for this folem- 
nity, Frederic ſuddenly withdrew from 


Triers, croſſing the Moſelle by night; ap- 


prehending, as ſome have faid, that Charles 
fought to delude his fon with the hope of a 


marriage, as he had deluded many Princes, 


or jealous, as others have written, leſt the 
title of King ſhould inſpire ſtill higher 
thoughts into the ambitious mind of the 

Duke. ” . 
Diſappointed in the hope of adorning his 
houſe with royal dignity, Charles turned his 
whole thoughts to war and conqueit, and 
revolved vaſt and magnificent ideas .of em- 
pire 
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pire in his mind. Maſter of the: Provinces 
of Gelderland and Holland, lying at the 
mouth of the Rhine, and having acquired 
the country of Ferette, lying alſo on the 
Rhine, in the higher part of its courſe not 
far from Switzerland, he thought of nothing 
leſs, than of aſcending from Gelderland by 
that river, till he had taken into his domi- 


nion the long courſe of the Rhine, with 


the numerous cities and fortreſſes ſituated 


on its banks, from the borders of Switzer⸗ 


land as far as the ocean. As the Duchy of 


Lorraine made a ſeparation of his States in 
the Netherlands from his Province of Bur- 
gundy, he meditated the conqueſt of Lor- 
raine ; and when that. conqueſt was com- 
pleted, he hoped to advance his arms ſouth- 
ward, along the banks of the Rhone, till 
he had ſtretched his territory from the 


ſhores of Holland to the coaſts of the Me- 


diterranean Sea. Even the Alps did not 


bound the ambitious views of the Duke; 4 


1 | and 
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and he managed alliances with the . 


of Savoy and Milan, that he might the 


better, by their aid, carry his arms into 
Italy. The attainment of the Imperial 
dignity completed that mighty fabric of 
greatneſs n. Charles had raiſed in ima- 
gination. 

The competition between two Princes in 
Germany, for the Electorate of Cologne, 
furniſhed Charles with a pretext for carry- 
ing his arms to the Rhine. Eſpouſing the 
cauſe of one of the competitors, he laid 
ſiege to the ſtrong city of Nuys, ſituated 
on the Rhine, pretending that he ſought to 


gain that city for the Prince whoſe cauſe he 
maintained, whilſt in effect he hoped to 


hold it for his own advantage. But the 
ſecret ambition of Charles was well under- 
ſtood ; and the fiege of Nuys excited an 
alarm, that ſtirred up a powerful confede- 
racy againſt him. Cologne, and other Im- 
ou cities on the Rhine, foreſeeing the 

yoke 
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yoke with which they were menaced, ſent 
large ſuccours to the beſieged. Louis of 
France raiſed up enemies to Charles in the 
| Swiſs, who invaded his country of Bur- 
gundy, and in the Duke of Lorraine, who 
invaded his province of Luxemburg. The 
Emperor and Princes of Germany, already 


jealous of the deſigns of the Duke, were 


farther ſtimulated by Louis, and a vaſt 
army, compoſed of the troops of the 
Empire, advanced to the relief of Nuys. 
Charles, having waſted much time before 


this city, was at length, from this power- 


ful oppoſition, compelled to abandon his 
enterpriſe, and to raiſe the ſiege. 
The bad ſucceſs on the Rhine did not 


diſcourage Charles from purſuing his ambi- 


tious ſchemes, and the conqueſt of Lorraine 
next engaged his attention. The State of 
Lorraine, lying on the borders of Luxem- 
burg, was now governed by its Duke 


Reignier; a prince deſcended from an il- 
5 luſtrious 
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luſtrious houſe, that had held the 
reignty of that country with glory for ſome 
centuries. The invaſion of Luxemburg by 
Reignier had irritated Charles, and he now 
ſought at once to gratify his reſentment 
and ambition in conquering Lorraine. 

Reignier, tho gh a prince of a gallant ſpi- 
rit, found himſelf too weak to contend 
with the force of the Duke of Burgundy ; ; 
and he was now abandoned by the King of 
France, at whoſe ſolicitation he had been 
induced to take up arms againſt Charles. 
Louis had concluded a treaty with the Duke 
of Burgundy, and, deſirous to gain into his 
power the unfortunate, though perfidious, 
Count de St. Paul, who had taken refuge 
with Charles, and whom Charles, too neg- 
ligent of his honour, yielded up, conſented 
for that price to abandon his ally, the Duke 
of Lorraine; Nancy, the capital of Reig- 
nier, was beſieged and taken : the country 
of Lorraine, ſubdued, was compelled to ä 


ſwear 
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ſwear fealty to the Duke of Burgundy; and 
Reignier, an exile from his own dominions, 
was conſtrained to take refuge at the Court 
of the King of France, by whom he had 
been deſerte. 

By the acquiſition of Lorraine, the do- 
minions of Charles now extended, without 


interruption, from the ſhores of Holland to 


the banks of the Rhone; and, lifted up by 


this good fortune, he was the more bent to 
purſue his plans of conqueſt. The terrors 
of Louis were redoubled by the rapid ſuc- 


ceſs of the Duke of Burgundy ; and he 


_ vaited with extreme inquietude to know on 
what fide that Prince was now to direct his 
arms, not daring openly to violate the 


league, yet determined to exert all his ef- 


forts ſecretly to retard the progreſs of 


Charles. The country of Switzerland bor- 
ders on Burgundy. The Swiſs, no leſs 
than the Duke of Lorraine, had incurred 
the reſentment of Charles, having taken up 

| arms 


4 
wm : 1 — 5 FRIES n — e er Lon — r 
. man map engg ou © Ag ay 2 og 1 ag : 5 % ESE n 2 A = * 9 
—— — 5 8 4 E ) r ws * | 
—— — — 25 = — — no bes hen 2 e SID —— 2 9 = ; * 
8 g n 1 — KK > 777 . EE 5 — 2 


It- 


e ũ . ?!! , PIT AAS 1 mn +. 
$4 IS 2 


Re 7 
S Foo I 24 AB 5 N 2 - 5 „ OD FE Is „233 1 2 — l op h 2 ©1140 

3 by 28 2 es © « TER — OY ns 3 1 3 ne vy "is: 4 Lat” 5 12 2 5 e * . — 
ren 2 — * * — oops an * e eee een Oe ne: (EO c mb ü ang las RIF © pK £ «p74 

* . $9 a on . * 1 My A p - * packs, r * 3 . got — ta HS 

1 22 3 n , — — ; - r —— 2 — 4 , i, tom. 


Corn wonder aa 


eme sen Wa: 9 er 
8 VE l e 1 ”- 


Au 8 2 n . 
CCCP 1 HSA 
. err ˙ ——— — R * A 

3 W r 5 


C 


282 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF 
arms againſt him at the ſolicitation of 
Louis, and invaded his province of Bur- 
gundy, whilſt he laid ſiege to Nuys. In 
revenge of this injury, Charles now deter- 
mined to carry his arms into Switzerland, 
to chaſtiſe the inſolence of the Swiſs, and 
to ſubdue a country by which his paſſage 
was opened to the Alps. 

Nn. ſmall republic of the Swiſs had 
taken its feeble beginning above a century 
before this period. Long the ſubjects of 

the houſe of Auſtria, whoſe Princes, under 

the title of Counts of Hapſburg, had their 
firſt ſeat in Switzerland, the Swiſs had 
withdrawn themſelves from obedience to 
their antient maſters, and ſtill held a con- 
flict to maintain their independefice. Preſſed 
by the arms of the Auſtrian Princes, and 
incloſed by lakes and mountains, the Swiſs 
were at this time an obſcure people, little 
known beyond their own rude bounds, and 
their force ſeemed in no degree able to ſuſtain 

a con- 
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a conteſt with that great Power by which 


they were now menaced. But, enured to 


war and hardſhips in that mountainous 


region, and animated with the love of li- 


berty, they had acquired diſcipline in arms, 
and invincible courage; and the invaſion of 
this country by Charles was deſtined to 
raiſe the Swiſs to renown, and to work the 
humiliation of the Duke of Burgundy. 
The Swils, hearing of the danger that 


threatened them, ſought by humble meſ- 


ages to deprecate the wrath of Charles. 


They repreſented the poverty of their coun- 
| try, which, as they ſaid, equalled not in 


value the bits of his horſes and the ſpurs of 
his Knights. They offered to renounce all 


alliance with the King of France, and un- 


dertook to ſupply Charles conſtantly with a 


body of troops to aid him in all his wars. 
But theſe condeſcenſions availed not with 
the haughty Duke, and the Swiſs found 
that their only reſource was in their arms. 


Having 
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Having obtained a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities 
from the houſe of Auſtria, by the mediation 
of Louis, and having drawn together ſome 
ſuccours from the neighbouring Imperial ci- 
ties on the Rhine, they prepared themſelves 
for a ſtrong defence. Meantime, Charles 
advanced from Burgundy into Switzerland, 
followed by a powerful army, and diſplay- 
ing his magnificence in the rich furniture of 
his tents, in which were contained his coſtly 
plate, and his moſt precious jewels. 
The firſt encounter of the Swiſs with 
Charles was near the city of Granſon, not 
far from the lake of Neuf-Chatel. Charles 
had beſieged and taken Granſon, and had 
ſtained his arms, as it is ſaid, by acts of ” 
_ cruelty, when he was informed, that the 
Swiſs were advancing through the moun- 


tains to give him battle. His Generals 


| counſelled him to wait for the coming of 


the Swiſs in the open plain, where his horle 
and 
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and artillery could act with more advan- 
tage: but he deſpiſed this counſel, and led 


on his troops to encounter the enemy. 
Scarce were his firſt ranks engaged in the 


narrow paſſes between the mountains, when 
they were charged with vigour by the 
Swiſs, and compelled to retreat haſtily to 
the main army, which was yet in the plain. 
Their retreat, which bore the appearance of 
2 flight, communicated terror to the main 
army. A general rout enſued; and the 
Duke himſelf, ſtruck with the ſame panic 
which had ſeized his troops, fled with pre- 
cipitation. The camp of Charles, with its 
ſumptuous furniture and rich plate, fell 


into the hands of the Swiſs, whoſe happy 


ſimplicity knew not the value of that 


wealth which became their booty. A Swiſs 
ſoldier then ſold, for no higher a price 
than a florin, the precious diamond 


of the Duke of Burgundy, eſteemed the 


moſt. 
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286 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY or 
moſt valuable in Europe, and long after 
the brighteſt jewel in the crown of France. 
The defeat of Granſon was attended with 
| Httle ſlaughter, as the Swiſs poſſeſſed no 
cavalry, with which they could make a 
purſuit : but it gave a ſenſible wound to = 
the military reputation of Charles, whoſe 
| allies began already to waver in their friend- 
ſhip to him. The ſecond battle was more 
fatal and bloody. Charles, who had retired 
to Lauſanne, having ſoon aſſembled a pow 
erful army, impatient to revenge the affront 
which his arms had ſuſtained, advanced = 
beſiege the city of Murat, fituated by a lake 
of the ſame name. The Swiſs, who had 
been reinforced by a body of German troops, 
raiſed by money that had been ſupplied by 
Louis, not declining the combat, advanced 
alfo to Murat, and preſented themſelves in 
order of battle. A conflict enſued, in 
which the army of Charles was again diſ- 
HO comfited, 
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comfited, and put to flight: but the Swiſs 
had now prepared a body of cavalry, with 
which they were able to improve their vie- 
tory, and eight thouſand of the troops of 


the Duke of Burgundy were ſlain in the 


field, and in the flight. A chapel, that was 


erected near Murat, by the Swiſs, on occa- 


ſion of this victory, and in which weie 
heaped the bones of the flain, ſtill remains 
to record this remarkable triumph of the 
Swiſs, which ſpread their fame through all 
Europe. The Duke of Lorraine fought on 
the ſide of the Swiſs in the battle of Murat. 


This Prince, who had been coldly received 


at the Court of F rance, had paſted into' 
Germany, from whence he had haſtened to 


Switzerland ; and, fortunately arriving a 


few hours before the engagement began, 


partook with the Swiſs the perils of a bat- 


tle, from which he drew ſignal honour and 
advantage. | 


The 
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The loſs of two great battles in the ſpace | 
of little more than a month, wrought a 
violent effect on the mind of Charles, long 


accuſtomed to proſperous fortune. Retiring | 


to his caſtle of La Riviere on the frontiers 


of Burgundy, he gave himſelf up entirely 
to chagrin, neglecting his drefs, permitting 


his beard to grow, ſhunning all intercourfe 


with men, and converſing only with his 
own dark and diſcontented thoughts. This 
ſavage and ſolitary humour, to which the 
Duke delivered himſelf for ſome weeks, 


| gave a ſhock to his underſtanding, the ef- 


fects of which were viſible from this time 


g to his death. Whilſt Charles gave himſelf 


up to his diſcontent, the Duke of Lorraine, 
aided by the Swiſs, who thus requited his 
ſervices at the battle of Murat, entered into 
the country of Lorraine, and gained poſſeſ— 
ſion of Nancy. This intelligence conveyed 


to Charles, to * time and medicine had 


now 
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nov applied ſome remedy, rouſed him from 
that ſtate of gloomy inaction in which he 
had remained ſo long, that, reſuming his 
| martial activity, he led his army into Lor- 
raine, to oppoſe the progreſs of Reignier. 
At the approach of Charles, the Duke of 
Lorraine retreated into Germany, that he 
might collect a larger force. The winter 
ſeaſon was now in its ſeverity, and the 
troops of Charles, exhauſted by the fatigues 
of the campaign, ſtood in need of repoſe: but 
Charles, led:an by his own impetuous cha- 
racter, determined, againſt the opinion of 
all his Generals, to beſiege the city of 
Nancy. Whilſt the fatigues of a ſiege are 
added to the former labours of his troops, 
Reignier, to whoſe aid the gold of France 


had not been wanting, returns into Lorraine 


with a numerous army compoſed of Swiſs 
and Germans. The Generals of Charles 
now diſſuaded him from trying a battle, re- 
preſenting that his army, haraſſed by fa- 

U tigues, 
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tigues, and diſpirited by defeats, was alſo 
much inferior to the army of Reignier ; but 
the obſtinacy of Charles permitted him not 

to hearken to theſe counſels. In the mo- 
ment when the two armies were about to 
engage, an Italian Nobleman, who com- 
manded a party of horſe in the ſervice of | 
Charles, and in whom that Prince greatly 
confided, gained by the gold of Louis, 
| ſuddenly deſerted with the troops under 
his command to the Duke of Lorraine. 
Charles, though aſtoniſhed at this treachery, 
yet perſiſted in his purpoſe of coming to an 
engagement; whilſt the Swiſs, whoſe ho- 
neſt nature deteſted all acts of perfidy, with 


a noble diſdain refuſed to admit the Italian 


into their ranks, and compelled him to ſtand 
apart with his troops, till the battle was 
decided. When the armies engaged, the 
event of the conflict was no other than had 
been foreſeen ; and the raſhneſs of Charles, 
unfortunate to his army, was fatal to him- 

on ſelf. 


THE AUSTRIAN NETHERLANDS. 291 
ſelf. The arms of the Swiſs were again 
victorious, and the triumph of the Duke of 
Lorraine was complete. Amidſt the rout 
of the troops of Burgundy, the fate of 
Charles himſelf was for ſome time un- 
known; while ſome affirmed that he was 
lain in battle, and others reported that he 
had eſcaped unhurt from the field. At 
length. after ſome days, his body was found 
among the moraſſes, that were now con- 
gealed by the froſt, his face frozen faſt to 
the ice on the pool. He periſhed in the 
flight, ſlain, as it is ſaid, by the weapons of 
German horſemen to whom his n was 
unknown. | | | 

Thus, amidſt mighty ſchemes of empire, 
fell Charles the Bold, in the ſtrength of his 
age, leaving the Princeſs his daughter, and 
his States, to prove many diſaſters after his 
death, the bad effects of his raſh and ungo- 
verned ambition. His body was interred 
with ſuitable pomp by the Duke of Lorraine 

| 2 at 
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at Nancy, and afterwards from Nancy 
tranſported to Bruges in Flanders. | 
Theſe two great families, in ages paſt. ſo 
diſcordant, have in this century been united, 
and the blood of the contending Dukes of 
Burgundy and Lorraine is mingled in the 
veins of the Emperor, who now rules the 
Auſtrian Netherlands, and who, conſulting 
more the good of his people, has ſought, by 
the arts and improvements of peace, to ad- 
vance the welfare of thoſe States, on which 
his anceſtor Charles the Bold, by his paſſion 
for war and conqueſt, drew a long t train of 


calamities. 


SE C- 
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SECTION XIV. 


THE reign of Albert and Iſabella makes 


a remarkable æra in the Hiſtory of the Auſ- 
trian Netherlands, and many monuments 
in this country preſerve the _— of theſe 


Princes. 


Philip the Second, whoſe tyranny had 
cauſed the general defection in the Low- 


Countries, having regained thoſe Provinces 
that were then ſtyled the Spaniſh, and have 


fince been named the Auſtrian Nether- 


lands, appointed towards the end of his 


reign his kinſman, the Archduke Albert, 


brother to the Emperor Rodolph, to the 


regency of the reconciled Provinces. Al- 


bert filled that high ſtation with ability, and 


gained the eſteem, as well of the States that 
he governed, as of the Spaniſh Monarch. 


His civil adminiſtration was juſt, and he 


U 3 conducted 
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conducted not without reputation that dif- 
ficult war which Spain waged with Holland, 
now powerfully aided by the arms of Eng- 
land and of France: the taking of Calais, 
of Ardres, and of Amiens gave luſtre to the 
military character of this Prince. | 
When Albert had poſſeſſed this dignity 
for ſome time, Philip took the reſolution of 
beſtowing in marriage on the Archduke his 
daughter the Infanta Iſabella, and of ceding 
to theſe Princes the ſovereignty of the 
Spaniſh Low- Countries. The deſire of 
making a ſuitable eſtabliſhment for the 
Princeſs his daughter had ſome ſhare in 
prompting Philip to take this reſolution; 
but it was chiefly inſpired by the hope, that 
the Provinces of Holland, alienated from 
Spain, might be conciliated to new Sove- 
reigns, who came to reſide in the Nether- 
lands. An important condition was an- 
nexed to the reſignation of Philip, that if 
no iſſue ſhould ring from the marriage of 
| Albert 
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Albert and Iſabella, the Low-Countries, 
after their deceaſe, ſhould return to the 
dominion of Spain. The ceſſion made by 

Philip was fignified to the States of the 
| obeying Provinces, in that ſame palace at 
Bruſſels, in which Charles the Fifth had 
formerly made the abdication of his em- 
pire in favour of Philip. The Archduke, 
who had entered into the eccleſiaſtic order, 
and who had been raiſed to the rank of a 
Cardinal, quitted the eccleſiaſtic ſtate, that 
5 he might marry the Infanta, and the eſ- 
pouſals were ſolemnized at Madrid, though 
not till Philip the Third had ſucceeded to 
the throne of Spain by, the death of his 
father; -. =. 

By the tranſlation. of this 8 to 
Albert and Iſabella, an important change 
was wrou ght in the Auſtrian Netherlands. 
Theſe Provinces, which for almoſt a cen- 
tury and a half, ſince the death of Charles 
the Bold, had formed a part of a great 

Us, Empire, 
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Empire, were now disjoined from that 
Monarchy, and being erected into a diſtin 
Principality, preſented a faint image of their 
antient ſituation under the Dukes of Bur- 


giundy. 


Albert and IHabella paſſed from Spain i in- 
to the Low- Countries to take poſſeſſion of 
their new dominions, and fixed their reſi- 
dence at Bruſſels. The Archdukes, for ſo 
theſe Princes were ſtyled, aſſumed, but with 
a vain title, the name of Sovereigns of the 
Netherlands. The Provinces of Holland 
were not induced by the ceſſion of Philip 
to depart from their purpoſe of forming an 
independent State. Albert, who had ac- 
quired reputation in war during his regen- 
CY, having tried in vain by acts of perſua- 
ſion to win back the revolted Provinces, 
ſought but with ſmall ſucceſs to reduce them 
by force of arms. The ſuperior genius of 
Prince Maurice of Naſſau triumphed over the 
Archduke in the battle of Newport. Oſtend, 
be ſieged 
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beſieged by Albert, gallantly defended by its 


garriſon, and not ſurrendered till it was a heap 


of ruins, having engaged, like an important 


fortreſs of late, the attention of Europe for 


three years, yielded when taken leſs advan- 
tage to the beſiegers, than it ſhewed the 
determined ſpirit which the love of liberty 
had inſpired into the beſieged. At length a 
truce of twelve years was concluded, and 
Holland obtained that advantage, of which 
too exact a parallel has been exhibited 
in the conteſt of America with Britain, 


that Spain, the antient Sovereign of Hol- 


land, renounced all authority over the re- 


volted Provinces, and conſented to treat 


with them as with an independent State. 

Albert and Iſabella continued to reign in 
that part of the Low- Countries which own- 
ed their ſway, the Auſtrian Netherlands 
and the Province of Artois; and their go- 
vernment was fortunate and beneficial to 
thoſe countries. The Archduke poſſeſſed 

| | In 


—— hy n 
_—y eee "IPRA Ine 
- r ” 


. 3 m—_ 
. 
9 ng —— 


. 


298 SKETCHES OF THE HISTORY OF 

in a high degree the pacific virtues ſo con- 
ducive to the happineſs of mankind; and 
that repoſe which followed the truce with 
Holland, was happily employed to compoſe 
the ſtate of Provinces that had been con- 
vulſed by a long war of forty years. The 
good laws of former Princes were reſtored: 
new ordinances were enacted beneficial to 
che ſtate: the Perpetual Edict, a law of 
great reſpect in the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
was framed at this period: juriſprudence 


- was placed on a firmer baſis, and the tran- 


quillity of the citizen better ſecured. Order, 


purity and. gravity of manners prevailed at 


the Court of Albert and Iſabella ; and the 


ſiantisfaction which the people of theſe Pro- 


vinces felt in beholding their Sovereigns 
among them, was heightened by the virtues 
of theſe Princes, and by the mildneſs and 
equity of their adminiſtration. 
c. cience and literature alſo adorned this 
reign, Many men eminent for their learn- 
ing 
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ing are numbered at this tim in dias Flemiſh 


. Provinces, and the care of the Archdukes 


was happily applied to the advancement of 


ſcience. Albert and Iſabella, at Louvain, 


did not diſdain to viſit the ſchool of Lip- 
ſius at the hour when that learned profeſſor 


gave his public lecture: the unpremedi- 


tated diſcourſe which Lipſius pronounced on 
this occaſion ſtill remains, fraught with eru- 
dition after the manner of thoſe times, but 

well adapted to his illuſtrious hearers, and 
conveying inſtruction in no uncourtly ſtyle. 
Bentivoglio, whoſe elegant genius has 


adorned the Hiſtory of the Low-Countries, 


reſided as the Nuncio of the Pope at the 
Court of the Archdukes, and Was cheriſhed 


by thoſe Princes, to whoſe virtues he has 


borne ample teſtimony. The reign of Al- 


bert and Iſabella is alſo the æra, in which 


the elegant arts of this country attained to 
their higheſt perfection, the age of Rubens, 


of ne of Crayer, of Van-Veen. The 
Archdukes 
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Archdukes honoured with many teſtimo- 
nies of their eſteem thoſe celebrated Painters, 
whoſe genius added ſo much honour to their 
country. Van-Veen, who had drawn the 
notice of Albert by the - decoration of the 
triumphal arches which graced the entry of 
that Prince into Antwerp, was reward- 
ed with honourable employments. This 
painter, the maſter of Rubens, was deſcended 
from an illuſtrious family 'in Brabant, and 
to ſkill in his own profeſſion added the 
merit of an hiſtorian and poet. Rubens, 
who to his talents as an artiſt added politi- 
cal know ledge, and the accompliſhments 
of a courtier, was employed as an ambaſ- 
ſador in England, where he has left ſo 
many monuments of his genius as a painter. 
The particular reſpect which the unhappy 
Charles the Firſt of England, an admirer 
and judge of the elegant arts, bore to 


Rubens, is well known. Eminent Sculp- — 


tors and Architects alſo flouriſhed at this 


time 
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time in Flanders, and were eſteemed and re- 
warded by the Court of Bruſſels. 


Diſtinguiſhed by the virtues of the So- 
vereigns, by many acts of public utility, 


and by the praiſe of arts and letters, the 
reign of Albert and Iſabella has been long 
held in grateful remembrance in the coun- 
tries that they governed. The compariſon 
of the ſtate of theſe Provinces under theſe 
Princes, and in the enſuing period, when, 
under the government of Spain, they fell 
with a quick and manifeſt decline, may 
perhaps alſo have added to the veneration 
| that is paid to the memory of the Arch- 
_ dukes. Among the virtues of Albert and 

Iſabella, their piety and religion have been 

highly celebrated; but it may be remarked, 


| that the weak ſuperſtition of Spain entered 


largely into their religious character. The 
piety of Albert and Iſabella diſplayed itſelf 


in rich preſents to ſhrines and altars, in 


the introduction of new monaſtic orders 


into 
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into a country already filled with Monks, 
in the foundation of convents on which 
were beſtowed large ſums, that were ill 
ſpared from the ſervices of the State. Mi- 
racles obtained an eaſy belief with theſe 
Princes; and the miraculous image of our 
Lady of Halle in Brabant, celebrated by | 
the pen of Lipſius, was honoured with 
their particular veneration. The relics are 
ſtill ſhewn, which the Archduke, though a 
prince of undoubted courage, wore at the 


battle of Newport. The hermitages re- 


main amidſt the woods of Soigne, to which 
Iſabella was accuſtomed to withdraw, and 
where ſhe devoted no ſmall part of her time 
to religious penitences and ſeverities. F rom 
an opinion of ſanctity annexed to the mo- 

naſtic order, Albert was interred at Bruſſels 

in the habit of a Franciſcan Monk, and a 
Iſabella in the habit of a Siſter of the order 
of St. Clare. The religious weakneſs of 
theſe Princes ſpread itſelf among their ſub- 
jects; 
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jects; and much of the ſuperſtition of this 
country may be juſtly traced back to the 
reign of Albert and Iſabella. 

| Ifabella ſurvived the Archduke many 
years, and governed after his death with 
moderation and wiſdom : the war. renewed 
with Holland, and not more fortunately 
purſued, diſturbed the public tranquillity, 
Ifabella, though ſuperſtitious and weak in 


matters relating to religion, in other reſpects 


3 poſſeſſed firmneſs and vigour of mind: 
Bentivoglio has preſerved the animated 
harangue which ſhe delivered to the army 
before the battle of Newport. The ambi- 
tion of Philip, her father, had once deſtined 
for this Princeſs a brighter crown than that 
of the Auſtrian Netherlands; but France op- 


poſed her Salic law, and all the factions of 


that Kingdom agreed to treat the preten- 
ſions of Spain as chimerical and vain. 


Albert and Iſabella dying without iſſue, 


the Ogholic lm. after they had 


been 
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been for thirty years ſeparated from the 
government of Spain, fell back into her 
| dominion, and have fince continued to 
form a part of a great monarchy. In the 
war of the ſucceſſion to the Spaniſh 
monarchy, the houſe of Bourbon, which | 
claimed that ſucceſſion by the will of the 
King of Spain, made a gift of the Spa- 
niſh Low-Countries to the Prince of Ba- 
varia, diſpoſſeſſed of his own States by the 
Allies; but that gift had little effect, and 
the Prince of Bavaria could not much avail 
himſelf of a title which he afterwards re- 
' nounced at the treaty of Utrecht. 
Would it conduce to the welfare of thoſe 
Provinces, that they ſhould compoſe a diſ- 


tinct principality, as formerly under Albert . 


and Iſabella, or are they more happily ſitu- 
ated as a dependency on a great Empire? 
This is a queſtion that may admit plauſible 


arguments on either ſide. On one hand it 


may be ſaid, that States are the beſt govern- 
e 
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ed, where the attention of the Sovereign is 
not diſtracted by the care of dominions 
too much extended or divided ; that the beſt 
laws will be framed where the Sovereign, 
reſiding in the countries which he governs, 
is well acquainted with the fate of his 
people; that arts and letters are found to 
flouriſh moſt under the immediate eye 
of royalty; and of the truth of - theſe 
aſſertions, no mean proof may be drawn 
from the reign of Albert and Ifabella. It 
may be added, that the Flemiſh Provinces, 
though of no great extent, yet fruitful and 
populous, compoſe a reſpectable principality, 


— 


and that, confederated with other powers, 


or united in a ſtricter tie, as the circle of 


Burgundy, with the Empire, they might 
ſuſtain their independence againſt that great 

Monarchy, which, fituated in their neigh- 
5 bourhood, threatens by its power to over- 


whelm them. 
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On the other hand it may be urged, | that 
theſe Countries, in their preſent poſition, as 
forming a part of a great Empire, are main- 
tained in all their privileges ; that their 
proſperity as a State yields little to that of the 
moſt proſperous nations of Europe ; and 
| that, ſupported by the mighty power of | 
Auſtria, they find the moſt effectual ſecurity 
againſt the formidable ambition of France. - 
It may be added, that the preſent reign 
affords the example of a Prince, whoſe mind 
embraces all the parts of a vaſt empire, and 
who conducts with a firm hand the govern- 
ment of countries that are ſeparated from 
each other by wide diſtances. | 
Arguments of this kind may be act 
on either ſide of this queſtion. An opinion 
has been entertained of late, that there was 
a likelihood that theſe Provinces might 
aſſume again that form which they took 
under Albert and Iſabella. The report has 
been ſpread, Gat: the Imperial Court had 


enter- : 
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entertained the deſign of exchanging the 
Auſtrian Netherlands for Bavaria, and that 
the Flemiſh Provinces were to be erected 
into a kingdom for the Princes of Bavaria, 
whoſe houſe in antient times had ſo often 
rivalled the Auſtrian power in Germany. 
The meaſures taken by many Princes of 
the Empire have ſhewn, that they thought 
this report founded on no {light grounds. 
A cloud reſts upon this important affair, 
through which it is not eaſy to penetrate ; 
and it may be deemed preſumptuous to treat 
a ſubject that is involved in myſtery, and con- 
cerning which popular rumour is now more 
ſilent. Happily ſituated under the mild 
Auſtrian government, the F lemith Provinces 
have no cauſe to deſire to paſs under another 
domination ; and the reaſons muſt be judged 
to be weighty, that can induce the auguſt 
poſſeſſor of the houſe of Auſtria to transfer 
this antient patrimony of his family to a 


race of Stranger-Princes. 
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SECTION Xv. 


A VAST dominion, compoſed of 
nations of different name, and in which 
many languages are ſpoken, obeys the 
Emperor Joſcph the Second. The admini- 
ſtration of an enlightened Sovereign has 

diffuſed its influence through all the parts of 

this great Empire. In Germany, in Bohe- 
mia, in Hungary, in Italy, many important 
acts and wiſe regulations have diſplayed the 
abilities of this Prince in the art of govern- 
ment, the activity of his genius, and his diſ- 
poſition to advance the welfare of his people. 

The Auſtrian Netherlands, as has appear- 
ed in the courſe of theſe remarks, have been 
in no {mall degree indebted to the admini- 
ſtration of this Sovereign, whether his care 
has been employed to raiſe theſe States to 
higher importance, and to give new energy 


0 
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to decayed arts and commerce, or to correct 
antient abuſes, and ſuppreſs vain inſti- | 
tutions that had been long 1 by 
ſuperſtitious zeal. 
But whilſt an active Prince extends his 
views on all ſides, through theſe.Provinces, 
he reſpects that conſtitution which has 
been eſtabliſhed through ſo many ages, and 
thoſe privileges which his Flemiſh ſubjects 
regard as their birthright, and as the foun- 
dation of their ſecurity. „ 
The government of Joſeph the Second, 
beneficial to his own States, has alſo ex- 
tended its influence into other countries, 
where the Sovereigns, imitating his ex- 
ample, have alſo exerted themſelves to in- 
ſtitute ſalutary reforms, to diffuſe the mild 
ſpirit of toleration, and to correct the errors 
The eminent qualities diſplayed by this 
Monarch, in the few years which have 
clapſed ſince he aſcended the throne, in- 
| ſpire 


of weak ſuperſtition. 


. 
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ſpire the 1 that the future part of 


his reign will be 1 directed to promote 


the intereſts of his empire, and of humanity. 


A general tranquillity is now eſtabliſhed in 
Europe, and gives leiſure to Princes to bend 


their whole Care to the government of their 


dominions. What an acceſſion to the hap- 


pineſs of mankind, if philoſophy, which has 
made ſuch progreſs in this age, could engage 


Sovereigns to maintain this happy tranquil- 
lity, and to ſeek their chief glory in the im- 


provement and juſt regulation of the States 
that are committed to their charge! „ 


